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Saybrook Torchlight Muster 
Closes 1985 Ancient Season 

By Phil Truiu 

Despite a bitter cold that gnawed at 
the bones of fifers, drummers and col
or guards, the Ancients celebrated the 
16th "Torchlight Parade" muster in fine 
style on the evening of December 14th. 
Bill Reid and his Colonial Saybrook 
mates hosted this annual, traditionally 
authentic gathering of the corps on the 
Connecticut shoreline, but they were far 
from alone. Over 30 corps were on hand 
from upstate New York, Virginia and all 
throughout New England and the Mid
Atlantic area. 

After several years of relatively balmy 
weather, the raw cold returned to Old 
Saybrook this year and "Old 
Blackberry," schnapps et al was not a 
luxury, but a stark necessity if one was 

· to have an¥ feeling in the fingers. An ac
companying wind had the chill factor in
to the lower teens, but at this affair such 
things are not a deterrent. 

The evening was filled with both 
Christmas and martial m1isic to the 
delight of \he always large, hardy and 
enthusiastic crowd that awaits this af
fair every year as much as the Ancients 
do. There wern original costumes, 
several Santas and a festive atmosphere 
that clearly reflected the pleasure of just 

being there and participating. 
Upon the completion of the march 

and the public carol singing a few corps . 
braved the cold to play on stand, but the 
vast majority of units departed early for 
the Company Headquarters for jollifica
tion. The party and session packed the 
new Company building well into the 
night and was a smashing affair. Junior 
corps had free food served to them and 
Helen Arsenault, Scotty Greenstreet and 
staff did a superb job all night of serv
ing the hordes white keeping the affair 
orderly. It was truly a great night from 
start to finish and was a rousing close 
to what has been yet another outstan
ding season in Ancient activity . 

This is an affair rich in hist0ry, 
spirited music and great fun which tells 
you why close to 40 corps attend every 
year from all corners of the Northeast. 
It is without a doubt every bit in the 
league with Westbrook, Deep River and 
Gaspee Days as annual cornerstones to 
the Ancient calendar. Bill Reid has made 
it so and deserves all the praise and 
thanks we can give him for keeping this 
reall y enjoyable and meaningful affair 
alive and thriving. Bring your corps next 
year and join the fun! 

21 Corps at The Spirit of '76's 
Ninth Annual "Holly Jolly" 

By Dave Boddie 

When I received word that the 1985 
Holly Jolly would be held on January 
11, with a starting time of 10:30, there 
were three things that I was prepared to 
do. I. Weather permit1ing, I would at
tend. 2. I would, most likely, handle the 
announcing chores, and 3. I would have 
10 prepare an account of the event for 
The Ancient Times. 

The weather was clear and not bitter 
cold, so that took care of number one. 
As for the second item, I know of no 
Boddie that would shy away from a 
microphone and a captive audience. The 
third item posed the biggest problem-

fully decorated statue11e of himself in 
ful l Drum M_ajor uniform, complete 
with espontoon, b~ar skin hat , and even 
rings on his fingers ... (all I gave him was 
a "Thanks Charlie .") 

The present at ion by The Alexandria 
Royal Fyfcs and Drums wa~ a bit d if
ferent from the usual "stand" presen
tation. This group, from Alexandria, 
Virginia, had their own electronic 
system, complete with microphones, 
speakers, and the works. Their offering 
consisted of fifing, drumming, and sing
ing of chanties, accompanied by a 
guitar. (Shades of The Mariners). They 
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The .Junior Colonials of Westbrook bring in Santa at the Saybrook Torchlight 
Parade and Muster. (Photo by Mal Hinckley) 

First European Muster To Be 
Held in Lugano on July 13 

By Miney Hourigan 

Fifteen years after the founding of the . (A.T. Vol XII, No. 3). Later on, we 
Swiss Mariners, Europe's first Ancient found Mendon Bannock as guest of the 
corps, four Swiss and two Americans "Swiss Colonials" (more on them in a 
corps will make history again when they later issue) in Niederwil, and the Basie 
take to the street and to the stand in Regimentals in Lugano with Mendon 
Lugano, Switzerland, on Sunday, July Bannock for another edition of the 
13, for the very first Ancient Mu.ster in Grape Harvest parade. Along with the 
Europe. Mariner Party, this latter get-together 

Who would have thought even a short was a high point of the year's fifing and 
two years ago that things would come drumming activity in Europe. A supper 
this far so soon? A step in the right and jollification on Saturday night and 
direction was signalled however when then, after the big parade on Sunday, a 
the Mendon Bannock Drum Band and private parade through downtown 
the Swiss Mariners got together during Lugano with stops along the route for 
the annual Grape Harvest parade in stand pieces by the corps. The original 
Lugano in '84 (A.T. Vol. XI, No. 3), idea of each corp going its own way 
and· again when the Swiss Mariners in- when it hit the center of tOWJt was quick-
vited Mendon Brannock to their "La ~Y forgotten in the fun that ensued from 
Paloma" party in Basie in June '85 · see MUSTER, pg. s 

The spirit o f '76 FDC of Endicott, N.Y. do their bit at the Holly Jolly. (Photo 
by Mal Hinckley) 

how can one keep readers interes1ed in 
a reporl about an event that has been 
covered nine years in a row? How many 
ways can one state the greal job done 
by the featured corps, which in this case 
was the Moodus Drum and Fife Corps? 
Their thuncjerous stand performance 

. was enthusiastically applauded by the 
entire audience. Who cares to read the 
usual words about the job well done by 
all the other corps in attendance? Pick 
up a report on any muster and it looks 
and sounds like a carbon copy of a ll 1he 
others, except, of course the name of the 
host corps and the variety of guest 
corps. 

Thankfully, this time, there were 
some new events. In the first place, for 
the first time in the history of the Holly 
Jolly, the event was "dry," as no 
alcoholic beverages of any kind were 
allowed on the grounds of the Hudson 
Valley Community College-and we 
didn't miss it a bit- did we Ernie? 

The second memorable thing was that 
there were 21-count 'em, 21 corps 
represented and performing. Remember 
when we thought six corps was a big 
showing? If Charlie can't get a bigger 
place so that he can accept more corps, 
you may have to make a "reservation" 
now for next year if you wish to attend, 
believe me, it is well worth the effort. 

Another "newie" was that my usual 
announcing partner, Nancy Gardeneer, 
was replaced by Ed Brown. Ed did an 
outstanding job and his help was much 
appreciated, and needed- but you know 
me and the ladies .... 

There were also a couple of different 
stand presentations. For openers, 
Charles Alonge, Jr., Major of the host 
corps, presented every member of his 
corps, and yours truly, with a miniature 
Statue of Liberty pin. The corps, in turn 
presented Charlie with a hand carved, 

performed well and I he crowd seemed 
10 enjoy ii. 

The 01her bil of vocal musk was pro
vided by The Sons and Daughters of 
Liberty. (Sec sto ry by Nancy Gardcncer 
on page 5.) 

The most memorable event of 1he day 
was the parade. The weather was 
tolerable, so mqs1 of the corps par
ticipated. We traveled from 1he Com
munity College 10 1he East Greenbush 
Shopping Plaza, about a 15 minute ride. 
The parade started in a small shopping 
center and proceeded about a half mile 
down Main S1reet to the larger shopp
ing area, marched through that area, 
and returned lo the point of beginning. 
Simple, yes? No! Traffic was backed up 
in both directions for at least two miles, 
talk about a captive audience! Can you 
imagine a guy getting home about an 
hour later than expected, trying to ex
plain to a missus that he was held up by 
a parade-in January-with snow on 
the ground-by a bunch of people 
beating on drums, and blowing on some 
kind of whistles-wearing tri-corn 
hats!!! It will be interesting to see what 
this does to next year's parade. 

After the parade, we returned to the 
campus and had a great spaghetti and 
meatballs dinner with all the 
trimmings- and there was plenty of it. 
The jollification that followed was true 
to form-even I got to play a little bit, 
and remember, this was a dry event. 

It was really a great time, and with all 
the fun and activities it was all over by 
7:30 p.m. 

Oh yeah, for those of you who are 
adherents to details, corps that took 
part, in addition to those already men
tioned, were: The Camden Continen
tals, Charlton Militia, Hampshire 
Rebels, (good to see Dave Allen in 

See "HOLLY .JOLLY", pg. 3 
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Sterling Heights, MI 
Sir: 

J have misplaced my last issue of The 
Ancient Times. I need to have the ad• 
dress of where I may send for the 25th 
Anniversary Mug of The Old Guard, 

Would you please sent me that 
information? 

May I suggest to you that the Times 
might like to advertise for any corps that 
has mugs or plates for sale. I collect 
mugs for my son who plays for the First 
Michigan F&D Crops and I would be in• 
terested in finding out who is selling 
them ... 

Thank you for such an enjoyable 
newsraper that keeps us so informed of 
events. 

Mary Lou Flowers 
40520 Irval 

Sterling Heights, MI 48078 
Corps who might want Jo adverlise may 
con/act Delores McGralh, P.O. Box 
3/8, Wes/brook, CT 06498, Editor. 

Editor: 
Mendham, NJ 

In our current society the term, 
responsibility, has not only seemingly 
become subjugated to self. centered 
thinking, but in too many cases has 
drifted into total obscurity. You sec it 
in every walk of life especially in the 
family atmosphere. It has plagued our 
Ancient family as well and maybe it is 
time a few of us realize the responsibili
ty we all have and start facing up to it. 

Responsibility comes in many forms 

EDITORIAL 
Are You A Good Member or 

Do You Just Belong? 
As members of The Company of 

fifers and Drummers, we belong to a 
very unique organization, the only one 
of its kind in the world! 

Our purpose is clear, "For the 
perpetuation and preservation of early 
American martial music". 

We do this in many ways ... by 
publishing music books and a 
newspaper; by assisting at musters; by 
collecting memorabilia for our archives; 
by holding socials such as Jaybirds Day, 
and with other programs. Our most re• 
cent undertaking is the establishment of 
a Headquarters, Museum and Library 
building, in Jvoryton, Connecticut. 
When completed, it will be the world's 
only repository of the music, traditions 
and history of fife and drum corps. 
What better way is there to perpetuate 
and preserve our heritage! 

We should all feel proud that we are 
doing our bit to preserve this segment 
of our history, but are all of us doing 
our share? We must keep in mind that 

we only get out of an organization what 
we put into it. If we are content with just 
paying our dues, then we are not really 
doing much to strengthen either The 
Company, or ourselves. Working 
together as a team is the key to success. 

With a membership of 116 drum 
corps and well over that number of In• 
dividual, Associate and l~stitutional 
members, we are a potenually strong 
organization but we can only realize that 
stength if we all make the most of our 
membership by supporting The Com
pany's programs. 

Many are geographically too far away 
to attend meetings and other activities, 
but if they really believe in The Com
pany's purpose, distance should not 
deter them from presenting their ideas, 
suggestions and support by mail. 

Be proud to be a member of this uni
que organiztion, and be even more 
proud to be an active member and not 
to just belong. 

Ancient Spirit 
in Ancient fifing and Drumming. Many One of the most satisfying aspects of geographical area may not work in 
forms are common to us all and many the Ancient World is The Ancient Spirit, another and what works for one corps 
others are regionally shaped. But the that spirit of closeness that is so evident may not work for another but a lot can 
fact remains in all cases that it is our at musters and other Ancient gatherings. be accomplished by the exchange of 
common charge to contribute and We are one big, happy family and as .ideas. 
become active in furthering the cause families do, we help each other; we The Ancient Times encourages all 
that we stand for and seek to perpetuate share the same successes, failures and corps that have met success in solving 
and ... which gives us all the pleasures of problems. Our problems are common a problem to pass that information on 
marching and performing before the ones. Every corps at some time has been to the Times, and, even if your idea was 

li'Gl~ public and our own family each and faced with the problem~-~f ,:!'.~::m:,:b~e::_r _ _;n,::o~t;_l:.:00.::..:.0Ji:..o.:su::.c:.:c:.:es.:;s~f ... u_I i_n..;y;_,.o_u_r_c_as~e.,;,_i_t m_ a.;.y ___ ..._._ !_ ____ __ ·e:.v~e:r1y:_y~e~a~r.:,. ____________ _.....,..,..;,;,..,_...m_.i.. ..... -.....,_ 



Westbrook, CT 
Edllor, 

I noted, with interest, last issue's 
"SPEAK UP" from "Jaybird" in 
which the writer bemoaned the current 
status of Ancient Musters .. .! am sen
ding this along so as to join in his, or 
her, chorus, for .. .indeed ... the Musters 
are no longer the simple gatherings, that 
they were intended to be. 

"Show Biz", having reared its ugly 
head, most Musters are today geared 
coward the titillation of the spectator 
rather than functioning as "a drum 
corps day, for drum corps people," to 
quote an old bromide. 

Time was, when contests provided the 
fun and fellowship a pasttime such as 
ours required. When that was no longer 
the case, we invented the Muster, (and 
remember, the first Ancient gathering, 
to be so titled, did not take place until 
1953). 

Perhaps it's now time for us to invent 
the alternative to today's Muster. 

Ed Olsen 

Delmar, N.Y. 
Edllor, 

Please enter one year subscriptions to 
The Ancient Times for the twenty-three 
families on the enclosed roster of the 
Village Volunteers Fife and Drum 
Corps, Delmar, N.Y. 

Since some of these young people are 
new to fifing and drumming this year, 
we would appreciate it if you could start 
with the Winter 198.S issue just publish
ed. The Village Volunteers can think of 
no better way to introduce newcomers 
10 the world of ancient music during the 
slow winter months before the muster 
season than by reading about Ancients' 
activities in The Ancient Times. 

We've always enjoyed your publica
tion. Keep up the good work. 

Carol WIiiey, Treas. 

Mendham, NJ. 

When you see that 70~• of the active 
corps have not pledge a penny to the 
Headquarters/ Museum Fund-you see 
70"1o of our family that totally refuses 
the resp0nsibility they have for support. 
No matter where a corps is located or 
how small its budget may be, if you take 
pride in being a member of The 
Company-your responsibility docs not 
end with annual dues. You are expected 
. to contribute something to the building 
fund 10 help support the project that is . 
now, and will well into the future, give 
historical meaning and recognition to 
our cause:. Th~c is no pla.lgc minimum 
so $100 is as noble as $1000 in meeting 
your responsibility. This is a project a 
few people are contributing long hours 
to for your benefit. Your responsibility 
is to help in any way you can and a 
pledge or check is a primary step. 

This galling gap in character can be 
levelled directly to corps in Connecticut 
who are the greatest benefactors of the 
Headquarters, but also to hinterland 
corps as well. 

This is a family cause ladies and 
gents! We have to help ourselves and 
every corps in the land who has not 
pledged financial support should be em
barrassed by that fact and ashamed to 
call themselves members of The Com
pany. Any corps can pledge $50.00 and 
1he Connecticut corps should be pledg
ing at least tenfold that amount. Wake 
up people and recognize your roles. 

The word, responsibility, gives us 
many other foods for thought here in 
the off-season as well. Here are a few 
bones to chew on before Spring: 
• Connecticut Specials- Work crews are 

scheduled regularly on weekends at 
the Headquarters. With over 50 corps 
in the state, those crews should be 
bulging. Not so! Ed Classey and 
group have to beg to get JO people 
out. Call him, directors, and offer 
your corps muscle when he needs it. 

• And then there is music and tempo. 
Connecticut Ancient tempos are to
day almost laughed at around the 

See LETTERS, Pagt 3 

recrumng, member retention, finances, 
uniforming and a host of others. 

The Ancient Times can be a good 
forum for the exchange of ideas that 
have solved our common problems. Ad
mittedly, what works in one 

I've had much reaction to my Ancient 
Fife and Drum Corps, "Hall of fame" 
proposal! Many, many people are 
definitely in favor of having a Hall of 
Fame and I cannot understand why a 
few people are against it. If the rules by 
the Company of Fifers and Drummers 
are strictly enforced, then there will be 
absolutely no politics or friendship. 
"Hall of Fame" persons, groups or 
corps, would only be sponsored if they 
did something exceptional, and beyond 
the call of duty, to advance the cause of 
Ancient Fife and Drum Corps! How 
many bass drummers of today, realize 
where their s1yle of "full-high swing" 
originates? It definitely was the product 
of Champion bass drummer, Lex 
Sinclair who belonged to the Mount 
Vernon Post 596, the Minute Men, 
L.J.N.Y. and the Sons of Liberty! How 
about all the corps members who knew 
"Lex", honoring him by sponsoring 
him in the Hall of Fame! There are 
"many" that I never knew and have 
never met, whom I think should be 
sponsored, like; Earl Sturtze, J. Frank 
Martin, August Ripperger, J. Burns 
Moore, Gus Moeller, who also has a feat 
no one has been able to pass, he march
ed from N. Y. to Boston, 1930 drumm
ing all the way! As you can see, there 
is no politics or friendship here. The 
Mattatuck Fife and Drum Corps, 
founded in 1767,and still active, thereby 
being the "oldest" Ancient Corps in the 
U.S.A., etc., etc! What more can I say, 
for who can be against letting the 

be for someone else. Use the Times to 
help others and others will use it to help 
you. 

That's another way that we can 
perpetuate our heritage! 

aforementioned in a place of honor, for 
they did more to keep Ancients going 
that anyone! Let the future young An
cients relive part of this history, so that 
they too, may have the inspiration to do 
the same. Write to the Con·pany of 
Fifters and Drummers, P.O. llox 318, 
Westbrook, Conn. 06498 and voice your 
opinion! 

BID Krug 

~•• !l ___ ,,. 
Any Complaints? 

Kwong Tong Gun, a municipal of
ficial in Pusan, South Korea, ordered a 
traditional Korean hanging drum install
ed outside his agency, along with a 
notice reading: " If you have any com
plaints or petitions, please beat this 
drum. We will quickly serve you." 

History books say that King Taejong, 
third monarch of the Chosun Kingdom, 
who ruled from 1401 to 1418, set up a 
large drum in front of his palace, and 
people with complaints banged it to get 
a hearing by the king himself. 

Our drum is out, so if you have any 
complaints or requests, feel free to beat 
it. 



"JOCKO" Mac LEARN 
39 

Fifer 
Ancient Mariners Ct. 
November 1, 1985 

ROBERT E. "GENERAL" LEE 
60 

Former Director 
Patowmack Ancients FDC 

November 20, 1985 

No National Muster 
in 1986 

On August 31, 1985, the deadline set 
for receiving requests from corps that 
wished to be considered to host the 
National Muster, the Musters Commit
tee had received two requests. 

One corps had no firm proposal with 
their request and after several attempts 
to get one from them failed, the corps 
was removed from consideration. 

The second corps, at the recommen
dation of the Muster Commit1ee who 

,,_ __ ...., _ _,,, ... ..._..v,.•lt..e.dd~,-•,_uu,._-, 
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Robert E. "General" Lee 
Robert E. "General" Lee, former 

Director of the Patowmack Ancients 
Fife and Drum Corps, died November 
20th after a long illness at the age of 60. 
Bob loved fifing and drumming, and 
served for several years as captain of the 
Potowmack Ancients' Color Guard. 
Before being elected Director for one 
year, Bob served a term as Business 
Manager. Bob and his wife, Joyce, 
opened their home continually for 
Patowmack Ancients meetings and par
ties, and they always said, "Bring your 
instruments." As far as thi,y were con
cerned, it wasn't a party unless there was 
jamming. 

Although Bob never played an instru
ment with the Corps, he could often be 
found at jollifications beating time on 
the bass drum. It was through Bob that 
the Corps began its tradition of laying 
a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldiers at Arlington National 
Cemetery. He had a deep-seated 
patriotism, and felt very strongly that 
one mission of fifing and drumming was 
to pass on patriotism to the young peo
ple of our community. 

Bob was a Navy and Army veteran 
and Air Force retiree, and his ashes were 
interred at Arlington National 
Cemetery. At his funeral at the Fort 
Myer Chapel, two fifers and a drum
mer from the U.S. Army's Old Guard 
Fife and Drum Corps played a dirge to 
begin the service. Bob is survived by his 
wife, Joyce, and two sons, Robert Em
mett and Ralph Kenneth, who were both 
drummers in the Patowmack Ancients 
Fife & Drum Corps at one time. 

* Letters from Page 2 

country due to their racehorse nature 
that not only is out of context with 
the written music, but destroys the 
melody entirely. Certainly not every 
corps in the state fits that groove, but 
too many do. 
Speed is not a virtue. It is an 
abomination when it is out of place. 
Directors and instructors might start 
thinking about playing music the way 
it was written to be played and bury 
the idea that speed reflects superior 
musicianship. 
Taste and dexterity reflect musician
ship, people. Uncalled for speed in 
tempo reflects ignorance and 
misrepresentation of the music. 
Exhibitionism may have its place in 
an Old Guard drum solo, but not in 
regular performances or in jollifica
tions where traditional music is being 
played. 

• There is not a single corps director in 
the country that does not have the 
responsibility to see that every 
member rece ives The Ancient 
Times ... every issue ... every year. 
They should make room in their 
budget to meet that charge. The fact 
that so few do, reflects the historical 
ignorance and general unawareness 
of The Company that exists today, 
and has for the past decade. 
This is our paper and every corps 
director has the responsibility to sup
port it and see that each member 
reads it. At $4.00 a year the cost per 
person is miniscule to ad.ults or · 
children. Every d irector is responsi
ble to give his/her members an 
understanding of the music, some 
heritage and some understanding of 
what they are representing. The An
cient Times does that for you. Your 
benefits in greater spirit, loyalty and 
awareness will stagger you. Few corps 
whose members read the paper every 
issue have even folded or had dif-
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your corps budget, but see to it that 
every member you have reads the 
paper and watch the difference! 

• Responsibility also pertains to your 
corps' conduct at musters and in 
public. You have an image to main
tain as does every corps. Don't 
overlook it. When you are at musters 
see to it that your people consider the 
others present. Clean up your areas 
and recognize that others may want 
to sleep, late at night. Considerate 
corps are a pleasure to have at a 
muster and get invited back . So if you 
are not getting many invitations these 
days- you might think about why? 
If more of the corps in The Company 

family recognized the responsibilities 
they have, our problems would be great
ly alleviated and, their enjoyment would 
increase substantially. We all have our 
roles to live up to and it is about time 
that we recognize that. Everyone wants 
to have fun, but to achieve t hat goal we 
all must pitch in to build our cause and 
our relationships. Before the new season 
gets underway, l would hope that we all 
spend a few minutes in realizing what is 
expected of us, and how we can a ll go 
out of our way to contribute that little 
extra that means so much. There has 
been too much of the majority sitting 
back and procrastinating. If you want 
to be proud to be a member of The 
Company I suggest you think how much 
you have done late! to earn that honor! 



traveled some 800 miles to eheek the 
site, was rejected by the Executive Com
mittee because of a potentially 
dangerous condition that existed at the 
muster site. 

For the protection and safety of its 
members, The Company of Fifers and 
Drummers cannot sanction a National 
Muster in a potentially dangerous 
location. 

The Musters Committee regrets that 
The Company has to forego the 1986 
National Muster and invites corps to 
apply now for the 1987 event. 

Robert E. "General" Lee. (Photo 
Courtesy Ann Feder) 

'Tis the season ... Presldent Frank Orsini, Camden's Jeff Waterman and in the 
background, Camden's Ken Whittman at the Camden Continental's Winier par
ty. (Photo by Mal Hinckley) 
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OWNED & OPERATED BY MARGARET & FLOYD DEMPSEY 

526-3503 526-4937 

ficulty in growing. 
So to directors I say this. Collect 
$4.00 per member or take it out of 

ly'to earn lhul hono, ! 

In the Spirit, 
Phil Truitt 

Give Our Past a Future 
One or the most imponam activities 

of The Company or Fifers & Drummers 
in collecting and preserving items of 
historical interest such as instruments, 
uniforms and music. The Company also 
maintains an on-going record of all fife 
and drum activities in the form or 
photos, newspaper clippings, tape 
recordings, muster buttons, programs, 
flags and ribbons. Some or our members 
have been collecting all of their life and 
needless to say the accumulation of 
memorabilia is considerable and very 
difficult to keep track of without a 
suitable building for storage and 
display. 

In I 975 the late Dick HigginsJ an ac
tive member of the Executive Commit
tee, conceived and outlined a plan for 
raising money to purchase property with 
the idea of building a headquarters and 
museum for The Company of Fifers & 
Drummers. Dick became the first chair
man of what we decided to call the "An
cient Fund." Unfortunately, Dick did 
not live to see what we have done with 
his idea but we are sure he would 
approve. 

During the next several years, with the 
help of a great many corps and in
dividuals, enough money was released 
for a down payment when we were able 
to find a suitable site. 

On August I, 1983, The Company 
purchased the property in lvoryton, 
Connecticut and immediately started 
renovating the building that will soon 
become our headquarters and the only 
fife and drum museum in the world! 

We are a long way from completion 
but our progress has been remarkable 
thanks to the financial and physical help 

from many sources. Some of the skep
tics who warned us that the "Ancients'' 
would never support such an ambitious 
project, have looked on in amazement, 
and have even pitched in to help! 

Starting now and all through the 
muster season you will be made aware 
of many projects to benefit the Ancients 
Fund. Please support these whenever 
you can. Become involved yourself or 
with your Corps in a fund raising 
endeavour. Even a small amount will be 
greatly appreciated. 

There is still a lot of work to be done. 
There is still a lot of money to be raised 
. .. but. .. there is still a lot of pride and 
enjoyment to be had as we all feel a real 
sense of belonging to this unique center 
of history and music. 

Let's give our PAST a FUTURE 
.. . support the ANCIENTS FUND! 

Buzz Allen, Chairman 
The Ancients Fund 

P.O. Box 318 
Westbrook, CT 06498 

"HOLLY JOLLY" from pg. I 

harness again), Helleberg of Knox, 
Junior Colonials, Marlborough Juniors, 
Milford Volunteers, 0 .H. Booth Hose, 
(boy did that bring back memories), 
Olde Ripton, St. Columba, Spirit of '76. 
(Endicott), Windsor, Yankee 
Tunesmiths, Young Colonials, Village 
Volunteers, Young Fusileers, 7th 
Albany Militia and of course, the ever 
present "F" .'.froop rounded up by that 
dynamic fi fer with the Connecticut 
Blues, Michelle Desnoyers ... One last 
thing .. . Charlie, I'm still waiting for my 
,special coffee ... 

• 
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The Ancient Times 

I.....__I _A_I_o n_g_T_., !1_____;:_~ !_ . ., F_ro_n_t1_· er_____JII Why Do I Do It? 
The following is an excerpt from 

"The Director's Column" of the 
Janesville FDC's newsle/ler, "Troop 

Mark Logsdon, Director of the !st FACT: Most of the Mid West Corps that there are many who disagree with Steps". Director Robert Williams has 
Michigan Colonial Fife and Drum have donated to the Ancients the suggestion. 1 f my suggestion makes put into words, the feelings of so many 
Corps in company with Craig Brosch of Building Fund. you angry, GOOD! Review what you directors that give of their lime and 
Greenfield Village, visited Connecticut FACT: Most of the Conn. Corps (those have done for the Company. Review talents, year after year, to perpetuate 
this past winter. The purpose of the trip · who would have most access to what your Corps has done for the Com- and preserve our early American mar-
was mainly to see old friends, and to get the facilities) HAVE NOT pany. Each issue of the Times has men- lial music. If you sometimes wonder 
a chance to see the Old Saybrook donated to the Ancients Fund. tioned the progress that has been made why you do it, we thought that you 
Christmas Parade. FACT: 640/o of the Corps who belong on OUR building. Every Corps and/ or would enjoy reading why Bob does. 

While in the area, l went down to the to the Company of Fifers and Individual member that has made a •·· "I know I devote a lot of time to the 
Company Building to see the progress Drummers are within a 100 mile . donation to the Ancients Fund has in- Corps that my family and I could spend 
that had been made in the renovation. radius of the Company vested in the future of the company of doing other things, and on several oc-
The Building is coming along. While Building. In other words, Fifers and Drummers. Those who casions I've been so frustrated that I've 
there, I managed to do a bit of research · members of those Corps can be haven 't, don't have anything to gripe wanted to quit. 
that yielded some surprising results. The at the Building within two about. Jn other words "Lead, Follow, Certainly, there's no promise of 
facts are these: hours driving time. 500/o of the or get the hell out of the way." Applaud financial profit from my involvement, 
FACT: The Company of Fifers and Member Corps are within 75 the volunteers who have given of and, contrary to popular belief, I'm not 

Drummers is THE organization miles of the Company Building. themselves in renovating the Building. a total nut over 18th century music. I 
that will cause the fife and FACT: There is a total of 120 Corps If you can't be there in person, there are even listen to other kinds and can go a 
drum movement to grow. Each that are members of the Com- other ways of helping. Send $5.00 to the moment or two without a compulsion 
and every member Corps is not pany of Fifers and Drummers. Ancients Fund. It takes supplies to to play fife and drum tunes. 
only re-creating history by per- This figure includes 4 Corps rebuild, clean, and maintain the Then why keep doing it? 
forming on these instruments, that have Associate building. Send something along that can For a number of reasons. There is of 
but is in fact CREA TING memberships. be used in renovation. Cleansers, paper course, the power of the music, the 
history by that same act of per- The following is a Suggestion, and I towels, garbarge bags, etc., anything thunder of the drums and the shrill notes 
forming Ancient Musick. mean ONLY a suggestion to the Board that can be used to help in maintenance of the fifes making the words 

FACT: The Company of Fifers and of Directors of The Company of Fifers or renovation of the Company Building "American patriotism'' something 
drummers is the best way for and Drummers. I am sure would be appreciated. almoSt physical. 
Corps to find out what they can SUGGESTION: Increase yearly dues. Frankly, when you look at the figures, People who have seen us have told me 
do to insure that the art form The dues to be set at $100.00 per it would appear that Corps from they too feel something akin to this, and 
is not lost. The steps have been year. Included with each membership Switzerland, New York, Micnigan, In- I think it's something worth keeping 
taken to make sure that the would be a free subscription to the diana, Wisconsin, Illinois, New Jersey, alive. 
history being made right now, Ancient Times. Vermont, etc. seem to have more of an Secondly, there are the people who 
will be around for interested The immediate benefits to this sugges- understanding, and/or appreciation for make up this Corps. The music and 
parties to research in later tion (if implemented) would be many Ancient Musick, and the conservation history of such corps have literally turn• 
years. and varied. Those who just give lip ser- of the art form than the vast majority ed people on, so much so that they have 

FACT: The new Company Building is vice to the Company would be of Connecticut Corps do. I applaud begun to live and breathe certain aspects 
to be the repository of the ac- eliminated. Those who are TRULY in- those very few Connecticut Corps who of our Corps. 
cumulated knowledge of Fife terested in the Company of Fifers and do more than just talk about Fifing and There are two young men who have 
and Drum Corps; past, present, Drummers would be supportive. The Drumming. Those who are interested in copied page after page from every 18th 
and future. membership would be reduced, but with Ancient Musick, and the preservation of century uniform and drill book they've 

FACT: IF THE COMPANY O F the situation as it is now, that wouldn't it are doing more than just talk about gotten their hands on. They talk about 
FIFERS AND DRUMMERS make a big difference. The members it over a beer. They are reaching into such things like others replay Sunday 

_______ ...,1H~A:..i.D"-"O~N~L..,X.i...J.T.i;H1:0~S,sE...,!W~H~Od.._·;.!t~h~a!.t 1w~o!!;u~ld:!..!,re:;m~a~in~,\'.'.:'o~u~ld~ b~c2t~h~os~e:_!w~h~o'.,_~t~h~e!!irJp~o~c~k::e!:ts!.;a~n~d~h~el~p'.!;il!!!ig~to!_c~c:!r:!;ti~frY.!_th~a~t~ - ::'.~-~:;rnoon football games. What ever 
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HAD DONATED TO Tl Ill had a stake in the outcome of Company this music, and the Corps that perform turns you on, right? WRONG! These 
BU I LD I NG FU ND AS Policies regarding the Building. this music will NOT, by God, be Jost to guys are talking about our national 
MEMBERS, over 65% of the I know that I am probably not the the ages. Maybe the Company H.Q. heritage, not more NFL statistics. I 
Roster would be eliminated. first to make this suggestion. I know should have been in New York. think there is a fundamental difference. 

There's a college freshman who calls 
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his bass drum "Elizabeth", who returns 
home to give "her" a workout, and who 
looks forward to the next shipment of 
ancient music as if it were a mystery gift 
from a rich aunt. Think he should see 
a shrink? I don't. Unlike thousands of 
electric guitar players or acid rock drum
mers, this "turned-on" young man can 
number himself among a few hundred 
in the nation who can play a rope-strung 
bass drum in all its intricacy just as it 
was played 200 years ago. 

There are fifers, too, who are turned
on. You have to understand that the six
hole fife is a very challenging instru
ment. Many fifers seem to reach a 
plateau, but those who reach beyond the 
plateau feel compelled to attempt more 
and more challenging tunes so they 
eventually acquire a repertoire of 30, 60, 
and even 100 tunes. They practice not 
because they are required to, but 
because they want to-sometimes to the 
utter distraction of their families . And 
what are they practicing? Not tunes 
picked up at the corner music store or 
heard on a boom-box, (although fife 
and drum cassette tapes seem to be pro
liferating among corps members) but 
tunes I 00 or 200 years old, rooted in our 
country's fading musical heritage. 

Yes, I'll gladly be a party to such turn-

See WHY, Page S 

W. ALBOUM HAT CO. INC. 
PRESENTS 

AUTHENTIC 
Fife and Drum Corps Hats 
For the finest quality headwear 

you can buy. Call or write 
(201) 371-9100 

1439 Springfield Ave., Irvington, N.J. 07111 



* WHV, from pg. 4 

ons. But other things keep me going too. 
Here are some from 1985: 
I. The success of four young men who 

learned, and now perform, the French 
Infantry drill-that of our allies in the 
Revolution. These guys have set a stan
dard for perfection. 

2. The situation in which a 9 year 
Corp veteran was honored by his peers 
from two corps, in a great "put-on". 
The look in his eyes and the smiles on 
everyone's faces would keep anyone 
warm on the coldest Wisconsin winter 
night. 

3. Then there was the 8 year-old ban
ner girl whose short little legs made it 
virtually impossible to keep in step. Un
fortunately, some parade judges chose 
to lower the Corps score because of this 
on three different occasions, resulting in 
less than a first place finish. Yet, not one 
Corps member or parent suggested that 
the banner girl be sidelined in the next 
competition parade. Translation: Win
ning isn't everything. I think everyone 
this year noticed that girl's determina
tion. Especially the day she stood rock 
still for over 20 minutes holding the ban
ner, chest high, by herself, in a stiff cold 
breeze. She ignored Corps members, 
parents and even spectators who plead
ed with her to set the banner down. She 
felt it was her job, and she marched off 
the field with the rest of the Corps. 

Keep her out of competition parades 
· because of those judges? Not on your 
. life. 

I keep going because of what our peo
ple show and what they become; their 
commitment to improve; the cross city 
friendships between young people and 
parents that often go beyond their in
volvement in the Corps" 

* MUSTER from pg. 1 
·everyone marching and playing 
together. Here was the true "Ancient 

Tlie A11cle1tt Ti1Nes 

The Holly Jolly Ditty 
By Nancy Gardeaeer 

The usual ancient music of fife and 
drum corps was proceeding as expected 
when the Sons & Daughters of Liberty 
of Ballston Lake, N. Y. paused midway 
through their program to dedicate a tune 
to the host corps. The Sons & Daughters 
closed ranks and began singing their 
own version of Deck the Halls. The 
words were written by Bill Frueh of Sons 
& Daughters after being inspired at the 
1985 Holly Jolly. 

It was warmly received by the crowd 
and thoroughly delighted Charlie 
Alonge, Spirit of '76s Drum Major. We 
thank Bill and applaud his creative mind 
for giving us all a few moments of fun. 
The "Buz" to whom Bill refers is, of 
course; Buz Olson of the Village 
Volunteers, Delmar, N.Y., who was pre
sent with his own Corps. to hear the 
tune. 

The words to Bill's song are printed 
below for your enjoyment. 

THE HOLLV JOLLY SONG 
(Tune: Deck the Halls) 

Words written by Bill Frueh, 198S 
It's time again for Holly J oily 
Fala !ala la ... etc. 
We'll learn some new tunes now by golly 
Fala !ala la ... etc. 
We didn't pick some easy music 
Lalata lalala la la la 
But tunes so hard they would make you 

sick 
Fala !ala la ... etc. 
The medley begins with Devil's Flute 
Fala !ala la ... etc. 
Then add Stillman's Reel t.o boot 
Fala !ala la . .. etc. 
The medley ends with Captain Mac 
Lalala lalala la la la 
But the drummers just can't get the 

knack 
Fala !ala la ... etc. 

Delegate Is Important 
The recently updated Company roster 

reveals that many corps have not ap
pointed a Delegate or an Alternate to the 
Company meetings. 

Corps directors are reminded of the 
importance of these appointments. 
Corps that do not list a Delegate or 
Alternate may lose their vote at ·a 
meeting of The Company. 

There have been instances in the past 
when a person representing himself or 
herself as the spokesperson for a corps, 
had in fact no authority to speak for 
that corps, and that person's ideas were 
contrary to the corps' . There is no way 
that the authorized spokesperson can be 
identified unless that person is the listed 
representative or that person carries a 
letter of authorization from the corps . 

The Company Registrar urges all 
corps to appoint both a Delegate and an 
Alternate to represent the corps; to 
assure that the corps views are properly 
presented, with authority, at The Com
pany's meetings. 

If you do not have a Delegate and 
Alternate, act now and send their names 
to the Registrar, Scott Greenstreet, P.O. 
Box 303, South Glastonbury, CT 06073, 
so that they may be added to the roster. 

"Personing" the bar at The Company's 
post Old Saybrook Christmas Parade 

· soiree, are E11ecutive Committeeman Ed 
la. e istrar S,·011 Gn-cnstrttt and 
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CORRECTION 
In the listing of the Patrons on 

page 5 of the Winter Issue of the 
Ancient Times, the name of 
Wolcott Brown was mis-spelled. 
the Times regrets the error and 
any inconvenience it may have 
caused. 

Barton's Raiders 
Cancel '86 Muster 
Barton's Raiders of Tiverton, Rhode 

Island, who have hosted very enjoyable 
musters since 1980, have been fo rced to 
forego their 1986 muster. 

According to a letter received from 
Judy Silveira, the corps' Commander. 
the corps "will not be hosting a muster 
this year because of a financial loss." 

Judy did not give any reason for the 
loss, but the A 11cien1 Times has learned 
I hat one half of the corps that had ac
cepted their invitation in 1985 did not 
show, nor did they notify the host that 
their plans had changed. 

It is quite apparent that if those ex
pected do not show, the host is left with 
fuod and refreshments that, at today's 
prices can quickly deplete a corps 
treasury, not to mention the- loss of in
come from the sale of muster buttons, 
food, beer and raffle tickets . 

It is indeed unfortunacc thac che "no 
shows" did not have the courtesy to 
notify the host in advance. We all 
understand that sometimes a paid 
parade is more important to a corps 
than a muster, but there is no excuse for 
not letting your host know that your 
plans have changed. 

On the brighcer side, Judy said in her 
le1ter, "This does not mean that we 
won't host another muster some time in 
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of friends for Ancient fifing and drum- bummers Executive Committee-person Debbie the future." 

ming in the area as witnessed by the fact Fala !ala la ... etc. Dutka- A grand time was had by all! We can't help but wonder if the "no 
shows" will be invited. 

that the Lugano tourist bureau jumped We called on Buz to teach the drummers (Photo by Ed Olsen) 
at the idea of a muster as soon as it was Fala !ala la ... etc. 
proposed to them. He tried to show us what to do 

And yet, even after all these Lalata lalala la la la 
exchanges, you'd have to say the But he had trouble playing it too. 
real stage-setting for the European Fala !ala la ... etc. 
Muster was done on an historic Satur- We practiced hard both day and 
day. November 3, 1985, when all the nighttime 
Swiss corps got together for the very Fala !ala la ... etc. 
first time at the invitation of our new Hoping each would be the right time 
colleagues, the Swiss Colonials, Oski Fala •1a1a Ia ... etc. 
Giger, Hans Ackermann, and crew are We can play without mistake 
to be applauded for their hospitality, Lala.la talala la la la 
and even more for their initiative. "Why Only Turkish March and Finnigan's 
didn't anyone think of this before? Wake 
seemed to be the prevailing attitude. ln Fala !ala ta ... etc. 
fact, there is already talk of making this 
an annual affair as the Christmas At last it's time for Holly Jolly 
Muster functions for you folks state- Fala !ala la ... etc. 
side. (Here we have to advance these And we will play it right by golly 
things a bit you know, before anyone Fala !ala la ... etc. 
goes their way for Fasnacht). If we don't play each drag and fill 

So the .right ingredients were already Lalala lalala la la la 
The Sons an, Daughters of Liberty FDC of Ballston Lake, N.Y. prepare to 
march off after their rendition of "The Holly Jolly Song". Larry Rudolph, 
in wheelchair, didn'I let his recovery from surgery stop him form Holly Jolly
ing. (Photo by Mal Hinckley) 

mixed among the Swiss corps and only The crowd won't know but Buzzy will . 
needed a catalyst which then appeared Fala lala la ... etc. 
in the form of the impending visit to the 
Ancient Mariners and Connecticut Blues 
for the Swiss National Championships 
this coming July. Commodore Freddy 
Bruder of the Swiss Mariners, in remem
brance of good times had, was quick to 
come up with the idea of showing the 
visitors a bit of Switzerland that usual
ly goes unnoticed and got in touch with 
Mike Quinn of Mendon Bannock to see 
if something could be arranged for the 
"Swiss Riviera" as the Lugano area is 
known. Well, what more can be said? 
1985 was a year of great ideas for the 
European Ancients and the result of it 
all soon will be history. 

CODA: 
Humph ... six corps- sounds more like 

a mini-muster," you say?" Be careful, 
we understand the DRAM started this 
way too: (And by the way, the European 
Muster is also open if someone else 
wants to join us. Contact the Mendon 
Bannock Drum Band, c/o Mike Quinn, 
6967 Dino Switzerland. 

PLEDGE CA°RD THE ANCIENTS HEA.DQUAATERS & MUSEUM FUND 

Tnt 
@mpany 

of 
{Ji.fen 
~ 

'Drummtrs 

Mail to: The Ancients Fund, The Company of Fifers & Drummers, P.O. Box 318, 
Westbrook, CT 06498. All contributions are tax deductible. 

PATRON $1,000 PLEDGE. You may enclose the total amount. your first year's pledge. or simply return the 

card itself. Your first pledge of $250 is due In January of 1984 and each January, thereafter, through Jan. 1987. 

CONTRIBUTOR $100 PLEDGE. You may enclose the total amount, your f irst year's pledge, or simply 

return the pledge card. Yourfirst pledge of $50 is due in January of 1984. the second installment of your pledge is 

due in ,June, 1984. 

SUBSCRIBER $25.00 DONATION may be made at any 1ime. This is the minimum dollar amount of an 

individual donation that will qualify The Company of Fifers & Drummers for the matching gif t programs of 

American corporations. 
1Pt..E.A$E PRINTI 

YOUR PLEDGE (Total Amount)----------------
AMOUNT ENCLOSED WITH THIS PLEDGE CARD _ _______ _ 
Your Name ___________________________ _ 

Corps Name-------------------------

Address - --- ------------------------
City -------------- State _______ Zip ____ _ 

DONATl'!_NS ACCEPTED IN AN'( A1"0UNT, AT ANY TIME. 
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The Milford Volunteers FDC of Milford, CT. at East Greenbush, N. Y. 's Hol
ly Jolly Parade, not shown in the photo is the Corps' six man color guard which 
also participated. (Photo by Mal Hinckley) 

if 
ffi 

President Orsini and Exec. Committeeman Ernie Kiburis 
pause to search their memories during the Exec. Commit
lee meeting, "Just what tune is that being played by the 
Music Committee" below- and why aren't Doc Ferrante 

* 

Stony Creek President Lou Lavassa pauses to pose with Fred 
Petrie and Tom McCabe, both of whom are honored at the 
Corps' Former Members' Night held on November 14th. 
(Photos by Ed Olsen) 

"If my doctor could see this, he'd kill 



/t" 

r 
t 

1111d Duke Terrcri silting in at the Nov. 16th Executive 
Meeting'! (Photo by ~;d Olseu) 

Ken Lemley seems bard put to believe that First Michigan's 
Mark Logsdon flew in from the mid-west-just for Pat 
Cooperman's December 14th open house. (Photo by Ed 
Olsen) 

"Lefs do this again" was the hearty slogan at the Lancraft
Minutemen joint rehearsal held at Lancraft's North Haven 
Headquarters on Thursday, Nov. 11. Being mostly retired, 
"old guys," the Minutemen didn't blanch at the pros~• ..... 
of that long trip back to Long Island on a "work day. ' 
(Photo by Ed Olsen) 

* 

me," muses drumming great Howie 
Keneally, as he temporarily sets aside his 
crutches for another whack at an old 
friend. (Photo by Ed Olsen) 

Lost-and forgotten-in the Archives 
Room at Headquarters. Gee, Ed, none 
of us thought of Cathy as Archives 
material, a broken arm is no reason to 
retire her! (Photo by Ed Olsen) 

The fife (Dute) section of the Honorable Artillery Company of London, England 
at Smith' s Lawn, Windsor. (Photo by Ron DaSilva) 



t Times 

The Mattatuck Drum Band of Waterbury, CT. demonstrates 
that there is more than one way ·to carry a drum. (Photo by 
Mal Hinckley) 

Don Young, Sis and Ed Classey, Cathy Olsen, Violet Allen, 
Barbara Young and Scott Greenstreet, (in a clean shirt and 
tie) surround Chairman Buzz Allen who couldn't wait to '------.... --.... --_.__..._. _ _...._......,,,__..._ ....... ..,.__, .. 

* 
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The Hampshire Rebels of Southampton, MA. clap their hands to re-start cir
culation at the Saybrook Torchlight Muster. (Photo by Phil Truitt) 



R cl ousc Commlltcc's Dec. 1211, 
Christmas Dinner. (Photo by Ed Olsen) 

¥ CANDID ¥ 
CAMERA 

Two members of the Fort Henry Guard in 
Kingston, Ontario, Canada pose to show off their 
uniforms. Drum Cpl. Tom Connolley wears the In• 
fantry, undress uniform of 1867, Drummer at the 
right wears the Infantry full dress uniform of the 
same period. (Photo by Ron DaSilva) 

Four pictures that amply demonstrate that Old Saybrook's Dec. 14th Christmas 
Muster Parade was not the warmest trek on record. Of course that's a bottle 
of ink in the grip of Company Secretary Phil Truitt. (Photo by Ed Olsen) 

Ex "Creek" Bass Drummer Dennis ·McGowen and Nick Pullman double-up 
for this one. Nick bassed with the great Stony Creek Corps of the 1930's, Den--
nis came along a bit later. (Photo by Ed Olsen) 

• • 
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Tlie Ancient Times 

ommo 
By Bob Riley 

Another Spring - Another Spruce Up 

The Dram Says Thanks 
By andy Kehoe 

We, the Deep River Seniors, did it 
again with a banquet honoring all the 
wonderful people that helped with our 
muster. 

A guest list was composed and we set 
off to throw one hell of a party. 

With our first serious snow storm the 
day before, here in this little valley com
munity, our reaction was the same as the 
dreaded fear of a rained out muster. Our 
fears were unfounded and with a 
beautifully catered dinner and a DJ that 
performed beyond our expectations, we 
danced the night away. Young and 
old-we polka'd, did the alley cat, fox 
trotted, twisted and even birded our way 
into the dark hours of night. 

The Deep River Ancient Muster is a 
symbol of the Spirit and devotion we all, 
as Ancients, pride among ourselves. It 
was, and still is, a time for us to let our 
hair down and just relax with a weekend 
of jollification. To some, we may seem 
crazy, but our music fills the hearts of 
the old and excites the youth of today. 
A muster is a way to say, "We're here 
and we're here to stay". We, from Deep 
River, are definitely here to stay, but our 
muster would be impossible without the 
help of all of you that marched to that 
Ancient Heritage. All the corps that 
l;U1ne to our n1uster are, every year, 
sincerely thanked with all our hearts. 

No matter how complete our plann
ing, we could not run our muster 
without local townspeople like Billes 
Jones, Dick Strukus, Al Alonzo, Till 

Carini, Randy Hebel, Winnie Clark, 
Nancy Tavernier and Barbara Nagot, 
and with the Company of Fifers and 
Drummers Muster Committee people, 
Scott Greenstreet, Buzz Allen, Ellie and 
Moe Schoos and Al and Debbie Dutka 
pitching in to make the third Saturday 
in July a memorable day. 

We still honored Tim Emanuelson on 
this night, with Teet, Carl, and Tim's 
two children, Chris and Scott, his sister 
Cheryl and her husband Dave attending. 

All the workers at the muster who 
were present at the banquet were 
recognized for having "performed 
above and beyond the call of the An
cient Spirit" and they received a 
"DRAM '85 Medal of Courage". 

Roger Clark, our Master of 
Ceremonies were awarded a T-Shirt let
tered "General Major Maggot, SIR" 
the corps letting him know respectfully 
that we don't mind being called 
maggots. 

Yes, we at Deep River toast all the 
corps that come to our muster. Our 
muster wouldn't be the DRAM without 
you. We love all of you and want you 
to always feel at home in our home 
town. 

We might mention that Scottie has 
earned a new name-' 'Mr. 
Footloose" - Scott, can't wait to get 
you on the dance floor again! 

Again, here's to all of you and we'll 
see you July 19, 1986. 

Dinner and Awards Night 
Held by Kentish Guards 

The attendees at the Kentish Guards' Drummer Jack Hannon by Drum Sgt. 
Annual Dinner and Awards Night, held Marty Bryan and Fife Sgt. Richard 
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In the remainder of a noticeable snow 
fall, we distinctly heard the call of 
robins this morning. Melting snow and 
a typical red cast to the tree twii;s add 
up to spring, and parades, and musters. 

A few thoughts on attention to our 
drums will save some problems and 
assure our proper appearance at the for
thcoming muster circuit events. 

Drums and hoops should be unroped 
and given a thor<)ugh cleaning and 
dusting. Inspect for scratches on hoops 
and shells, a light sanding with lf220 pro
duction paper will get ready for finishing 
on both hoops and shells. If paint has 
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flaked off of painted areas, fill careful
ly with a good grade of quick-drying 
marine surface material using a putty 
knife. Sand carefully all filled areas with 
#220 production paper and prepare for 
painting and finishing using marine 
paint. 

If drum insignia area is flaked-use 
the above procedure with care and allow 
to dry. 

Sand all areas lightly with #220 pro
duction paper and dust thoroughly. 

Varnish with marine varnish or clear 
polyeurathane. 

Sand surface with #300 grit wet sand-
-

of INDIVIDUALMDfBERSHIP APPUCA110N 

at the Harbourside ·Lo stermama 
Restaurant in East Greenwich, R.l., ap
plauded loudly as, for the second con
secutive year, Fifer Therman Silks 
received the Corps' Gold Merit Medal 
for having achieved the best attendance 
record during the previous year. Ther
man attended every performance of the 
Corps and only missed one rehearsal 
during the entire year. Fife Sgt. Richard 
Sheryka, a close second, received these
cond place Silver Merit Medal. 

Colonel Elmer H. Palmer of The 
Kentish Guards, Rhode Island Militia 
made the presentations and expressed 
his pleasure at the discipline and military 
bearing of the corps, and thanked all the 
members for their dedication to both the 
Militia Company and the Corps. Eight 
members of the fife and drum corps are 
also members of the militia unit. 

A white epaulet, a badge of ac
complishment, was awarded to Bass 

paper, dust, allow to dry and repeat at 
least one more coat. 

When re-roped, your drums will look 
"great" and should enhance, for better 
performance. · 

Enjoy! 

{imp,,111 ~ 
g~rm 
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THE COMPANY OF FIFERS & DRUMMERS, INC. 

_,,, 
NAME __ TELEPHONE 
ADDRESS 
CITY STATE ZIP _____ __ 

LIST AN.Y DRUM CORPS YOU ARE, OR HA VE BEEN, ASSOCJA TED WITH 

LIST MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS YOU HA VE PLAYED 
-

~~•e;h;:« or money 0rdt: for SI0.00 paya~lt to ~ht Company of Fije,s & Orummtrs, Im:. and mail along with this application to: 
•· • tn Arstn~ult, lnd,vi~ua/ Mtmbtr,h1p Chamna11, 269 North Front St., NtK' Hav,11, CT065/J. Tel. (2/JJ) 624-4280. · ; 

lncludts ~b•crl['/IO'! to Anc1<nt Times. · 

·' 

ery a ma e t e same prcsenta 10n to 
Fifer Rick Corbett. 

On the lighter side, Colonel Palmer 
received two "Awards" to com
memorate "Embarrassing Events" that 
had occured at past events, one having 
to do with a cannon incident and 
another where the Corps' drum major 
almost brought down a crystal 
chandelier with his espontoon at an in-
door ceremony. · 

In addition to the steak dinner, every· 
member of the corps received a corps tee. 
sltirt as a token of appreciation for their 
efforts in 1985. 

The inevitable jam session followed in 
the lounge area of the restaurant to the 
pleasure of the patrons. 

New Ancients 
Cliff and Judy Barrows of Old 

Saybrook, CT announce the arrival of 
Jessica Lynn Barrows at 4:16 PM on 
January 2, 1986. 

Jessica weighed in at 8 lbs. 6 ozs. and 
was 20" long. 

Unconfirmed reports are that she is 
a "beautiful, blonde, blue-eyed bundle" 
and that she arrived with a baton in one 
hand and a drum stick in the other. 

The parents are well known in the An
cient World; Cliff is a former Northeast 
Snare Drumming Champion and has 
played with the Deep River Corps and 
The Connecticut Blues. Judy is Circula
tion Manager for the Ancient Times and 
has been Drum Major for the Junior 
Colonials and The Connecticut Blues. 

David and Silvia Hooghkirk are 
pleased to announce the birth of their 
daughter, Nicole Suzanne. She was born 
on November 19, 1985, and was 
welcomed home by her brother Daniel. 
Dad is a snare drummer in the Stony 
Creek Corps and mother basses in the 
Totoket Corps. 

Have You Been To 
Headquarters Lately? 
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To the Beat of Granby 
And Eli Brown 

By CAROL LAUN 
From the Hartford Courant 

The Marquis of Granby Ancient Fyfe 
and Drum Corps, organized 17 years 
ago as a 4-H group, is not Granby's first 
fife and drum corps. 

It marches in the footsteps of the 
West Granby Drum Corps, founded by 
Hiram Case in the 1820s. Case was born 
in 1804 in Barkhamsted. As a boy, he 
wanted to become a drummer and at 15 
he started taking lessons from an old 
drummer in Barkhamsted, Hart Lee. 
Case did not have a drum of his own 
and had to use his teacher's. He become 
obsessed with the idea of owning his 
own drum, even though he had no 
money to buy one. 

One bitter cold day in late fall, Case 
borrowed a horse from his father and 
set out on the rough roads to Windsor . 
The area which is now Bloomfield was 
then part of Windsor, and Eli Brown 
had a drum factory there, known 
worldwide for the ·quality of drums 
produced. 

When Case arrived at the factory, he 
asked Brown if he would make a drum 
for him. Brown said he would, but that 
he had drums on hand that might please 
his customer. Case then admitted he had 
no money but promised to pay with the 
first money he earned. 

Brown looked the young man over 
and said, "if you want a drum bad 
enough to ride such a day as this from 
Barkhamsted on horseback down here, 
you a re good enough to pay for it. You 
can take the drum." 

Case picked out the style drum he 
wanted, had it strapped to his back, and 
mounted his horse for the long journey 
home. I le became an ex ert drummer 

ed corps were two of Case's sons, 
George and Asa; his nephew Josiah 
Case; James Fancher; and Erwin Hug
gins, grandson of Shalor Reed of the 
orginal corps. Fifers were Perry Higley 
and Charles Crocker, "and good ones 
too," according to a contemporaneous 
source. Case continued to be active in 
the West Granby Drum Corps until he 
died in 1879 at the age of 75. Other 
members of the Case family stayed ac
tive in the corps and continued to carry 
the founding family's drums. 

The drum corps participated in 
parades and political rallies in Hartford 
and surrounding towns. They marched 
with the "Boys in Blue" and the "Wide 
Awakes" in Hartford on Battle Flag 
Day when the Civil War veterans par
aded with their battle nags. They also 
competed in drummer conventions and 
contests. 

However, the West Granby Drum 
Corps was best known in Granby, its 
hometown. The corps always played an 
important part in Memorial Day exer
cises. After the Civil War, the corps 
marched with full ranks, but as the years 
passed, the ranks were thinned by death 
and other causes. 

In the Memorial Day parade of 1911, 
the corps had dwindled to only three 
members; snare drummer Erwin Hug
gins, bass drummer Asa Case and fifer 
Perry Higley. 

Erwin Huggins, a 50-year member of 
the corps, decided it was time to increase 
membership and keep the organization 
alive. He enrolled 20 new members and 
taught them the same beats that old 
Hart I.cc had tau ht to Hiram Case 

DID YOU KNOW... am.I Drum.>, that he may know to answer 
... that in 1492, English fife and drums and obey each of them in time of ser-
were called, "Sweches grete tabours" vice! He was referring to Ralph Smith, 
and in Scotland, 1533 they had a similar who wrote rules and callings, such as 
name "Swische talburn!" These names "Mar~he," "Allarum," "Approache," 
relate to the Swiss mercenaries, during Assaulte," "Battaile," "Retreate" and 
the 15th century, and their usage of fifes "Skirmishe!" 
and drums for their infa ntry. . .. that at the close of the 17th century, 
... that Henry Vlll sent to Vienna, the new "oboe" bands were favored and 
Austria for his fifers and drummers and fifes and drums faded out, except for 
used them for court military music. court military music. About forty years 
... that in London, 1540, "droumes was later, fifes and drums came on the scene 
a new word, revised from the Dutch again, greater than ever. Grose, who 
"dromslade,"' which eventually replac- wrote "Military Antiquities in 1801, 
ed the Old English term, "laborer," says for the re-introduction of the fife 
which meant the drum. Dromslade, in the English Army ir, 1745, most of the 
means drum-beat and is a corrupt usage credit must go to the Foot Guards! Each 
of the German "Trommelschlag." In regiment of the Foot Guards had only 
those days, bands were commonly two musicians, but in 1753 the Royal 
known as "droumes and fyfers!" Artillery boosted it to six fifers and ten 
... that in Saint-Quentin, 1557, one drummers. Of such importance had the 
drummer and one fifer were allowed 10 fife become, that a fife-major was ap-
each company. Robert Barrel in this pointed in the Artillery, to teach what 
book in 1598, "Theorike," said there a fife-major appointed in the Artillery, 
should be not one, but three of each to teach fifers and make arrangements 
playing when companies were regimen- for fifers and drums. The cavalry when 
tally mustered! The musicians of that on dismounted parades, also used fifes, 
time wore very gaudy uniforms, gaudier and only when mounted, used trumpets. 
than that of top officers, so they could ... that in England, just before 1800. the 
be distinguished during the fighting! It modern tuning-slide had been 
was considered extremely wrong to harm introduced. 
musicians, for they were hired profcs- ... that in 1810, George Miller of Lon-
sionals and non-combatants! don, invented a conical-bore fife. It was 
... that in 1588, Jehan Tabourot wrote a keyless instrument, until after the Cri-
the book "Orchesographic" which mean War. For in March 1858, the 
preserved many of the fife and drum British War Office ordered that fifes for 
tunes to this day. He was under the opi- infantry Regiments for each battalion, 
nion that it did not matter what the fifer would be replaced by a "keyed" fife in 
played, as long as he kept time with the the key of B-flat. These were artillery 
drummer. band instruments, suitable for playing 
... that in the early 1600's, the English an octave higher than 8-flat clarinets! 

I 
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saved very little of fife and drum music, ... thal the fife calls in 1710-1755, were 
axc#n& fut- •• M•r&h lJlkC,.i.lunnb..:.' :..' ....,., ... --·••L.._ __ _..,_.,.u__......_......,_..._.__. ______ .:.....;::....,=-----____. 



and a few months later made another 
trip to Brown's factory and paid for the 
drum. 
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nearly 100 years earlier. Seven of the ten in 1638, "The Earle of Oxforde's the Fife," with music written for the 

Sometime in the 1820s, Case moved 
to West Granby. He soon organized the 
first West Granby Drum Corps with his 
brother Japbeth, Forrist and Shalor 
Reed, and Thomas Case. All the young 
men were in their 20s. They were good 
drummers and the services of the drum 
corps were much in demand. 

drums in use were made by master drum Marche" and "The Flute and The Scot's Duty and the English Duty! This 
maker Eli Brown between 1825 and Droome!" In 1639, the Earl of Arundel procedure was followed until the War 
1830, and handed down through the and Surrey says, "Every souldier shall Office Order (Dec. 28, 1816) abolishing 
families. diligently observe and learne the distinct Scot's Duty, and "Potter's'' system was 

Huggins carried the drum of his and different sounds (calls) of the Fife used throughout the Army! grandfather, Shalor Reed. The rest were 

The organization had a long and suc
cessful career that was interrupted by the 
Civil War. When the survivors return
ed from the war, interest in the corps 
revived and Case got about a dozen men 
and boys to practice at his house weekly. 

Among the drummers in the enlarg-

SWEETHEART 
FLUTE CO. 

32 So. Maple St. 
Enfield CT. 06082 

Barouque and "Irish" Flutes 
Fi/ es, Flageolettes, Tabor 

Pipes and Tin Whistles 

Write for brochure and/or .antique flu1e IISI 

made by Huggins in the same style and 
pattern of the old drums. The corps had 
new blue uniforms and was led by Hug
gins, resplendent in crimson. The 
reorganized group made its first public 
appearance in Granby in 1914 at the an
nual Town Fair of the Granby 
Agricultural Society. 

The West Granby Drum Corps no 
longer exists except in the memories of 
older residents. An attic in West Gran
by preserves some of the drums, fifes 
and the leader's mace. Interest in the 
corps may have just dwindled or World 
War I may have taken the younger 
members and death the old ones. 

But after a silence of 50 years, the 
drums again echo in the Granby hills . 
The Marquis of Granby Ancient Fife 
and Drum Corps has resumed the beat .. 

Carol Laun is curator of the Salmon 
Brook Historical Society in Granby. 

l?armelee ·· va; ---------. 
of Durham ~ (203) 349-8233 

SILK SCREENED SHIRTS 
(Popular fife and drum shirts previously only available through Leo Brennan 

can now be ordered direct from designer.) 

Fife or Drum-silver with navy design, tan with brown design, and maroon 
with white design 

Hands on instruments-silver with navy design 
Tall Ship- navy with white design, or gray with navy design 

T-Shirt - $7.00 Adult (S,M,L,XL) $6.50 Youth (6-8, 10-12, 14-161 
Sweatshirt - $14.00 Adult (S,M,L,XL) $16.00 Adult (XXL! 

Add $1.50 shipping & handiing for one shirt $1.00 each additional shirt 
Send order (remember to specify shirt size, color) and check to: 

ParmelN of Durham- Creamery Road, Durham, CT. 08422 

IUJif.!t~.1 
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Report of the Archives 
By Ed Olsen 

Over the years we have received some 
significant additions to the collection 
that will, one-day, mature into the 
world's first Museum of Fife and Drum. 
These contributions will help bridge, an 
incredible black-hole in Folk
Americana, by preserv ing the 
remembered high-spots in the develop
ment of Fifing and Drumming in 
America. The major such acquisi
tion ... the Earl Sturtze collection of 
photos, music and artifacts dating back 
to 1912 . .. being too vast to list in this 
report, will have to be described at a 
later date. 

In the year 1878, two of the country's 
more prominent drum corps entered in
to a period of friendly exchange made 
all the more extraordinary by the limited 
access to travel available over JOO years 
ago. 

On June 19th, of that year, the drum 
corps of the 9th Regiment, 
N.Y.S.G ... then regarded as the top such 
unit in the country's military ... was the 
featured unit at a "friendly trial of skill" 
hosted by the famous Moodus DFC. So 
eminently did this relationship flourish, 
that the following February saw 
Moodus wined and dined; by their 
erstwhile guests, and performing before 
2,000 National Guardsmen and their 
ladies, at New York City's 9th Regiment 
Armory. 

Last summer a priceless souvenir, of 
those historic events, was deposited at 
our headquarters ... a handwritten copy 
of the drum and fife music for The 
Downfall of Paris, signed by G. W. Hill. 
The manuscript had been affixed to a 
portion of an old wooden biscuit box 
and labeled, "The above music was 
written for Dr. U.S. Cook, Moodus, 
leader of the Moodus Dr~m and Fife 
Corps by Drum Major G.W. Hill of the 
blew Ynd..,01:b.D,e,;i...,ent- oho,ei I QQO 

Moodus DFC ... June 1985." 
Thus George Willis Hill and Dr. U.S. 

Cook, renowned drum corps per
sonalities of their time, will not go un
remembered by those of us who follow 
in their footsteps. 

Not long after these famous happen
ings, The Connecticut Fifers and Drum
mers Association came into being. 
Another worthy memento of that col
orful era came, also from Moodus' John 
Colet, in the form of a framed copy of 
the constitution, of that granddaddy of 
competitive drum corps organizations, 
dated 1887. 

Back following the days of WWII, an 
old-timer from Bethelehem, Ct. started 
fashioning drum sticks and bass drum 
beaters. A hobby at first, it soon turn
ed into an active business that had him 
turning sticks, to order, for many of the 
best known drummers in the area and 
around the world. Michael D. "Mike" 
Healy is no longer with us, he passed 
away at 86 in 1965 and, given the 
destructive nature of percussionists, it's 
doubtful that many of his pppular pro
ducts still survive. That was why we con
sidered ourselves fortunate when Mike's 
daughter, Judy Healy Aspinall, and her 
husband Cliff ... bass drummer with St. 
Peter's in Torringt.on ... donated two pair 
of these collector's items. Hall-marked 
"B.R." and "X.X." they were delivered 
with caution and cavcat. .. so don't ask 
to try them. 

Cliff Aspinall was not the only 
member of St. Peter's lo appreciate the 
importance of preserving our past. His 
standard-bearer, Bennie Antonelli, has 
been a regular contributor to the Ar- · 
chives ever since he first learned of The 
Company's genuine dedication to the 
preservation of drum corps history. 
Bennie, (he's not all bad, I saw him play 
Q fif ' . . 

(203) 349-8233 

HAVE YOUR LOGO 
SILK SCREENED 

ON 
•T-Shirts 
•Sweatshirts 
•Tote Bags 

•Jackets 
•Baseball Hats 
•License Plates 

and more 

All products First Quality American made 
Low Prices • Prompt Service 

Creamery Road, Durham, CT. 06422 

ed an old uniform for our slowly expan
ding rack. 

Ed Ferrary, the not quite retired fife 
maker, was another corpsman to 
remember the Archives, when he releas
ed two "tapered spoon bits" once used 
by the famous George Cloos Fife Co. 
Rumored to have been made from Ger
man Army bayonets, these bits had been 
presented, by Cloos, to another old time 
fife manufacturer Ted Kurtz, who; in 
turn; passed them along to Ed. In addi
tion to the bits, Ed included a Cloos
Crosby model "A flat" fife used, in 
1918, by St. Mary's of Paterson, NJ.. .a 
corps· taught by Barnie McGarry; of 
Paterson's vaunted X-Sth Regt. Field 
Music; who was long noted for his 
preference for "A-Fifes." 

Johnnie Quinn, of the Long Island 
Minute Men; being a collector by 
nature, was his corps' historian for as 
long as anyone can remember. A few 
years ago he sent us a set of historic 

flags, to be used at our Hq., and more 
recently has forwarded an album of old 
corps pictures that have since been cross
indexed and filed. 

Items of corps worth can be un
covered in any number of locations. 
Recently Company Trustee Bill Pace 
came across an old "booster" button, 
at a local Flea Market, proclaiming 
"N.Y. State Fife and Drum Corps 
Ass'n. Convention, Poughkeepsie, 
N.Y., July 15, 1909". Research deter
mined that this was the N.Y. Associa
tion's first Field Day ... A rare find, in
deed. Since the 1911 N. Y. button is 
already in our possession, perhaps this 
will spur one of you to step forward with 
that of 1910, (Fishkill on Hudson, July 
14 & 15) ... Bill has promised to turn his 
"find" over to us ... an action we're con
fident, that will be guaranteed by this bit 
of published information. 

Hopefully you share our excitement, 
and enthusiasm, for our rapidly 
developing Library/Museum. During all 
too many years, corps-people; resear
ching the origins of their avocation; 
have been forced to turn to "civilian" 
(non drum corps) sources for whatever 
information was available. The ricclc s 



g n , a ut , 
and presented 10 'I he Company ol Fl fer~ 
and Drummers by John Colet of 1hc 

a Irle once • has supplied us with a 
steady stream of drum corps recordings, 
photos, clippings and has even promis-

A part of lhe collcclion of historical drums given lo lhe Archives. (Photo by 
Mal Hinckley) 

Company Archivist, l<:d Olsen, accepts 
rather unusual contributions from Ex
ecu live Commiltee membe~ Russ 
Kirby-the last remaining advertising 
material from the now defunct "Fife 
and Drum" Beer. (Photo courtesy Ed 
Olsen) 
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Moodus artifact, face and back. Manuscript copy of "The Downfall of Paris", 
(fife and drum), presented to Dr. U.S. Cook, of Moodus, by Drum Major G. 
W. Hill of the 9th Reg't., N.Y ... circa 1880. Music affixed to board from wooden 
box proclaiming grandly, "C.D. Boss & Sons, Choice & Fancy Biscuils, New 
London, Conn. U.S.A." 

old instruments and artifacts, still ex
tant, remained under glass in a lien sur
roundings, proof against the question
ings of our unusual breed. 

Often considered "junk", and sum
marily disposed of, by departed corps
peoples' estates ... or butchered into fur
niture by amateur decorators ... we have 
had to move fast in order to preserve our 
heritage from dump and den. , 

Slowly the tide is being turned and we 
are starting to receive the treasured items 
that will start us on our way. · 

See ARCHIVES, pg. 12 

Several Corps Subscribe 
100% to Ancient Times 

More corps are subscribing their en
tire membership to the Ancient Times 
according to the Times Circulation 
Manager, Judy Barrows. 

These corps find that the investment 
is paying dividends in the form of 
renewed enthusiasm in the corps, 
especially those that have submitted 
photos and articles to the Times, and 
their members have gained a better 
knowledge of what is going on in the 
Ancient community and other corps . 
Some corps that have young people, 
have the paper sent to the parents. In 
some cases, the parents h;iye become in
volved in the corps as a result. 

Some corps have been reluctant to 
buy subscriptions because of the fre
quent turnover of personnel. This 
should not be considered a problem 
because, if a corps buys the subscrip
tions, it can direct the delivery of the 
paper to anyone it wishes. If a person 
leaves the corps, the paper can be 
redirected to a new person by simply 
notifying the Circulation Manager. 

The cost, for an average size corps, 
would be small and would show the 
members that their hours of practice and 
performances are appreciated. 
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The Company of Fifers and Drummers Store 
H.ARSENAULT,SUTLER 

COMPANY OF FIFERS & DRUMMERS #1 MUSIC BOOK $9 00 
COMPANY OF FIFERS & DRUMMERS lt2 MUSIC BOOK ............. 9.00 
MUfl•LEU DRUM MUSIC BOOK ......... ....................................... 3.00 
CAMP DUTY MUSIC BOOK W /CASSETTE ................................. 9.00 
COMPANY OF. FIFERS & DRUMMERS MUGS .......................... 16.00 
200 YRS. FIFE & DRUM RECORD (N.Y. REGIMENTALS ............. 9.00 
COMPANY PRAYER (FRAMED) ......................... ... . ................... 5.00 
CO. FIFER & DRUMMERS PATCHES ......................................... 3.50 
CO. FIFER & DRUMMERS 1ST NAT'L CONVENTION PIN ............. 50 
CO. FIFER & DRUMMERS DECALS (INSIDE & OUT) .... .............. 1.50 
CO. FIFER & DRUMMERS FIFE CASES (DOUBLE) .............. ...... 15.00 
ANCIENT FUND TEE SHIRTS- SMALL, MED., LARGE 

X LARGE - TAN - ADULT .... ........................................... ...... 8.00 
ANCIENT FUND TEE SHIRTS, SMALL, MED., LARGE 

X LARGE - WHITE/RED TRIM - ADULT ................................ 8.00 
ANCIENT FUND TEE SHIRTS, SMALL, MED., LARGE, 

X LARGE - WHITE/ BLUE TRIM - ADULT .............................. 8.00 
ANCIENT FUND TEE SHIRTS - CHILDREN 

6/ 8 10/12 14/16 WHITE/RED WHITE/ BLUE .................... ......... 8.00 
CO. FIFER & DRUMMERS SPORT SHIRTS - ADULT 

WHITE, SMALL, MEDIUM, LARGE, X LARGE ... ................... 12.00 
CO. FIFER & DRUMMER TEE SHIRTS, ADULT 

WHITE/ CO. LOGO, SMALL, MED., LARGE, X LARGE .......... 8.00 
CO. FIFER & DRUMMER TEE SHIRTS, CHILDREN 

WHITE/ CO. LOGO, SMALL, MED, LARGE X LARGE ............ 8.00 
JAY-BIRD TEE SHIRTS, RED W/BLUE LOGO OR 

BLACK, SMALL, MED., LARGE, X LARGE ........ ............. ... ..... 8.00 
SWEAT SHIRTS, BLUE W/WHITE LOGO, MEDIUM, 

LARGE, X LARGE ................ ........................... .................... 14.00 
JACKETS, LINED - BLUE/WHITE LOGO, MEDIUM 

LARGE, X LARGE ........................ ............................. .......... 25.00 
CO. FIFER & DRUMMERS BASEBALL CAPS BLUE W/ 

WHITE LOGO, ONE SIZE FITS ALL.. ..................................... 6.00 
CO. FIFER & DRUMMERS PAINTERS CAPS, BLUE 

OR BLACK W /WHITE LOGO, ONE SIZE FITS ALL.. ............... 3.50 
CO. FIFER & DRUMMERS LIGHTERS ...................... .... .............. 1.50 

--------------------------------------------------------ORDER FORM 

QTY ITEM SIZE PRICE SHIPPING TOTAL 

The two Ancient albums which com
prise this review's content are musical
ly excellent and yet totally polaiizcd in 
their style and listening appeal. The 
brand new release from the Tippecanoe 
F&D is entitled "Vive La Compagnie" 
and its companion for discussion here 
is the N.Y. Regimentals' album, "200 
Years of the Fife and Drum In 
America," which has been available for 
a number of years. 

i 
trace the development of fife and drum 
music from the mid-eighteenth century 
for two centuries through the mid
twentieth century. The music is authen
tic, but the arrangements are far from 
traditional. It is almost incredible to 
realize that this degree of complexity 
and musicianship was present as early 
as 1963 for it represents avante garde 
even by today's standards. That is why 
the Regimentals enjoy the reputation 
they did and still do today. 

"Vive La Compagnie" The fifing on this album is probably 
The Tippicanoe Ancients who swept as superior as any you will hear 

eastern Ancients off their feet with their anywhere. Double and triple tonguing 
charm, authenticity and beautiful music is common and the harmonies reach five 
at Westbrook some four years ago have part status with The Gathering of the 
put together a release not unlike the Clans on side two. The arrangements are 
Mariners' album in its musical appeal. both unique, creative and masterful and 
The music is, of course, French in its well delivered by dramatic, accented 
heritage and sources primarily to the drumming and spirited fifing. This is 
early 18th century period. The music is music challenging to the highest level of 
often folksy in nature, but beautiful, musicianship and therein may lie the key 
simplistic and delightful to hear. to your enjoyment. 1 f you are a staunch 

There are both solo and duet vocals adherent to traditional style and arrang-
in French by Denise Heasty and Reid ing, J am not sure this is your baby. 
Lewis which are folk oriented, but sung However, if your Ancient musical ap-
in excellent voice and French accent. preciation is diverse enough to treasure 
The four vocal offerings arc well blend- musical brilliance both in solo and unit 
ed with gentle, lilting and sometimes arrangements-then you should revel in 
whimsical pieces that typify the musical what the Regimentals accomplish 
fare popular with the French soldiers, herein. Many of the arrangements I love 
voyageurs and habitants in the early and always associated with the Yanks 
1700s. For historical validity, there is no are present here so I learned a little 
other album I know of in the Ancient history as well. 
field that offers this selection of French The selections I would stiU call to your 
favorites which was very much part of attention are those of the 1800s, 1860s 
the colonial scene in America and and 1960s on side one where the 
Canada. McDonagh fife is put through its mo-

The fifing is excellent, but in a very tions on such tunes as Chicken Reel, 
traditional, and authentic motif. Don't Rakes of Mallow, Turkey In The Straw, 
expect Connecticut or competition style Marching Through Georgia, Dixie, 
upbeat tempos with triple tonguing Nancy Hanks, Liberty Quickstep and a 

l 

because that is not the purpose nor the I 960s medley of familiar tune$ spun off 
__ _.. ___ .._ ______ _.. __ ...._. ___ -.,. _____ ....._ ____ _.__......,_r...;a.-~~ L.dua,.__ ____ ...... __ ~ -~~ - ...-----........ ....a=-'-...:...---' 



SHIPPING AND HANDLING COSTS-MUGS S2.7S, MUSIC BOOKS SI .00, HATS 
& SHIRTS SI.SO, FIFE CASES S2.7S, RECORDS SI.SO 

MAIL ORDERS TO: H. ARSENAULT, SUTLER - 269 NORTH FRONT ST., 
NEW HAVEN, CT. 065 13 - ALLOW SIX WEEKS DELIVERY. 

c;i;. ~ s;.: ·-.. -·-2t=-· ::+ =-=UE110· 
Handcrafted Drumsticks 
and Bass Drum Beaters 

BASS DRUM BEATER3 ARE ONE SOLID PIECE 
$15.00 per pair 

Drums Sticks made of the finest Persimmon Wood, 
weighed and aged before it is turned. 

Varnished by Hand - Not Dipped! 
Pairs are matched by sound 

All sticks $10.00 per pair 

3 MODELS 

1.) PARADE: WALKING CANE, designed specifically tor 
"backbeating". 

2.) PARADE: A.F. MODEL, designed with an elongated 
bead. 

3.) PARADE: RUDIMENTAL, drumstick tor the "Nobility 
of the Ancients .. 

Mail Orders Accepted. 
Please add $2.00 for postage and handling. 

J.C.'s DRUM SHOP 
7510 Belalr Road, Baltlmore, MD 21236 

Drums, Xylophones. Marimbas, Vibes. Timpani. Accessories 
SALE'or RENT 

pl)«anoc. c voca uc s 
rcmiodcd me very much of the great 
South African singers, Josef Marais and 
Miranda (if you know them) and that is 
high praise indeed I There are authentic 
drum beatings and lovely fife solos all 
tastefully presented with very nice 
arrangements. 

I higllly recommend this album to you 
for both relaxed and pleasant listening 
and for its unique place in your 
historical Ii brary. The sound reproduc
tion is excellent and I think you will find 
this collection of music both valuable in 
its relaxation and enjoyment qualities as 
well as a prime example of the musical 
excellence of one of o ur finest Ancient 
corps today. 

"200 Years of tlM Flft & Drum 
in Amerka" 

This is an album for the Ancient af
ficianado much above the level of the 
traditionalist's taste. The Regimentals 
were one of the great compelition corps 
in Ancient history with a t rack record 
in the same league with Lancraft , the 
Connecticut Yanks and the Connecticu1 
Blues of today. However. as we can sec 
on 1his album recorded in 1963, they 
were musically far ahead of their time 
in such areas as unique and complex ar
rangements, creativity and mastery of 
the fife. 

The album's theme is essentially to 

a master theme of Yankee Doodle'. Side 
two features outstanding efforts on a 
16th century Rondo composition, 
Gathering of the Clans and Con~rt of 
the British Isles. 

The music on this album is certainly 
beyond the capability of all but perhaps 
three corps I have known in my d«adc 
o f Ancient observation. It is a showcase 
of what the mos1 advanced musicianship 
and arranging in our body can achieve 
even to the highest concert standards. 
The fact that it was recorded in 1963 is 
truly astounding. The narrative auidcs 
the listener through each historical pro
gression in lime and is properly brief to 
allow for the maximum in musk. Since 
most of you may not have seen the 
Regimentals, 1he best guide I will give 
you is this. If you enjoyed The Connec
ticut Yanks or enjoy today the efforts 
of the Ya tesville Jrs., the Connecticut 
Blues or the Connecticut Patriots- then 
you'll treasure this album. In our field 
of music, this is as intellectually satis
fying and challenaing as you will evtr 
gel. 

I recommend this to any Ancient 
whose musical tastes are highly 
developed so that you can appreciate 
what you'll hear. If you prefer the 
staunchly traditional side of the Ancient 
world with no flexibility then you may 
want to audition this album before you 
plunk down your $9.00. 

llollday vlsiton to o■r Hadq■arten bu, were Swiss Mulaer Teddy Lua ud 
Cllris, over from Buel Swltzerla■d to saaple local cdellradom ud Aaerlcu 
ale. (Photo by Ed Oise■ 
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!ICIEITS !CTlilTIES 

1986 Ancient Activities Calendar 
April 25-27-John Hanson Patriots' muster in Indian Head, MD has been 

CANCELLED. 
May 17-Stony Creek Fife and Drum Corps' 100th Anniversary parade, Bran

ford, CT. The parade will step off at 2:00 P.M. This parade is by IN
V IT A TION ONLY, and only corps in uniforms will be allowed in the 
parade. Contact: Louis Lavassa, 298 Thimble Islands Road, Stony Creek, 
CT 06405 (203) 488-1893. 

June 13-1S-The Yankee Tunesmiths host their 9th annual muster, "Drums 
under the 'El'," in Richmond Hill, NYC. This muster will also celebrate 
the corps' 10th anniversary. Camping is available from NOON on Friday 
through NOON on Sunday. Contact: Ernest P. Kiburis, 94-16 Woodhaven 
Blvd., Ozone Park, NY 11416 (718) 845-3133, or: Gary Ruckstuhl {718) 
441-5408. 

June 20-21-4th Simsbury Colonial muster, Central School, Simsbury, CT. 
Hosted by the 18th Connecticut Regiment Ancient Fyfe & Drum Corps. 
There will be a tattoo Friday at 7:00 P.M., the parade will be at 12:00 
NOON on Saturday. This muster is by INVITATION ONLY, but anyone 
wishing to attend should contact: Mike Short-muster master, 2 Fairchild 
Rd. , Tariffville, CT 06081 (203) 658-4046. 

June 27-28-4th annual Camden Continentals' muster, Camden, NY. A 4 corps 
Tattoo will be presented at 7:00 P.M. on Friday. On Saturday, the parade 
will start as 12:00 NOON sharp. with the muster to follow. There is a 
large camping area, with showers available. Contact: Jeff or Rich Water
man, c/ o 21 Fourth St., Camden, NY 13316. 

July 11-12- The Col. Peter Gansevoorts 3rd NY Regiment Fife and Drum Corps 
will host their 4th muster in New Hartford, NY. Camping facilities are 
available from NOON on Friday to NOON on Sunday. A music com
petition will be held on Saturday afternoon, with medals to be awarded . 

Ancient Times 
P.O. Box 318 
Westbrook, CT 06498 

CHECK YOUR LABEL 
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

HAS EXPIRED 

Non-profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Warwick, R.l. 
Permit No. 336 

If the code in the right hand 
corner of your address is 

12-4 
RE-SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

FARQUAHR CONCERT 
with the Shanty Men and Others 

to benefit The Ancients Fund 

SAT. NITE, MAY 17, 8:00 PM 
RESTLAND FARMS RT. 17 NORTHFORD, CT. 

Tickets $10.00-Cash Bar-Bring Snacks 
Order Tickets From "Concert" 

The Company of Fifers and Drummers 
P.O. Box 318, Westbrook, CT 06498 

Make checks payable to "The Ancients Fund" 
Come after Stony Creek's 100th Anniversary Parade 



DII<' 10 ,p,1«· 1111111.11101", 1l11, p,11ad<• und 11111,1~1 is hm11cd lo 20 co1ps. 
( 'on1ac1: Mr. I lc111 y I .. llar11 ll11sincs, Munagcr, 9 Noyes S1rcc1, U1ica, 
NY 13502 (315) 735-3076. 

July 11-13-Ancient Musick and Military Muster sponsored by Greenfield 
Village, Dearborn, Ml, and hosted by the 1st Michigan Colonial Fife and 
Drum Corps. This muster is by INVITATION ONLY. Contact: Mark 
Logsdon, director; I st Michigan Colonials, 39425 Della Rosa, Sterling 
Heights, Ml 48078. 

July 19- Deep River Ancient Mus1er, Deep River, CT. T he parade steps off 
at 12:00 NOON rain or shine! This is still an OPEN muster, and all are 
invited. CAMPING LIMITED! Contact: Cindy Kehoe, 53 Castle Heights, 
Deep River, CT 06417, or: Jody Clark, Old Clinton Rd., Westbrook, CT 
06498. 

July 19-20-Fifcs and Drums at Fort Niaga," :,punsored by Old Ft. Niagara, 
Youngstown, NY, and hosted by the 1st Michigan Colonial Fife and Drum 
Corps. This muster is by INVITATION ONLY. Conlact: Mark Logsdon, 
director; 1st Michigan Colonials, 39425 Della Rosa, Sterling Heights, Ml 
48078. 

July 26-C.A. Palmer Fife and Drum Corps muster in Palmyra, NY. Contact: 
Nancy Johnston (3 15) 597-9685. 

July 25-27-The Charles W. Dickerson Field Music parade and muster, New 
Rochelle, NY. The parade will step off at 10:00 A.M. The muster will 
be held at Five Island Park. Camping will be available from Friday even
ing until Sunday morning. This muster is by INVITATION ONLY, and 
is limited to 25 corps. Contact: Samuel Romie, 164 Ravine Ave., Apt. 
3C, Yonkers, NY 10701. 

August 1-3-Thee Ulysses Watch Fyfe and Drum Corps hosts "Thee Muster 
of Ox and Ale" in Ithaca, NY. This is an OPEN muster. Free beer and 
soda to all the corps on Saturday, August 2nd. Camping is available from 
NOON on Friday 10 NOON on Sunday. Showers will be available on 
Saturday and Sunday mornings. Contact: Tim Rush or Barb Caldwell, 
317 N. Fulton Street, Ithaca, NY 148.50 (607) 272-0695. 

August 8, 9, 10- Hanafords Volunteer Fife and Drum Corps Muster, Mont
pelier, VT. This muster is limited to 20 corps by INVITATION ONLY. 
Contact Gerd Sommers, Rt. #1, Box 270, Underhill, VT. 05489. 

August 22-23- The Westbrook Drum Corps hosts its 27th annual muster and 
parade, Westbrook, CT. There will be a Friday night program at 7:30 
P.M. Saturday's parade steps off at 11 :00 A.M. sharp! The muster will 
follow on the Ted Lane ·Field at the rear of the Town Hall in the center 
of Westbrook. This muster is by INVITATION ONLY. Collla<:t: Dodie 

McGrath, 1146 Old Clincon Rd., Westbrook, CT 06498 (203) 399-6436. 
September 7-Marlborough Fife and Drum Corps Muster, This muster is by 

INVITATION ONLY. Contact: Ralph D. Pemsel, 8 Oak Drive, 
Marlborough, CT 06447 (203) 295-9210. 

September 13-Sgt. Daniel Bissell Ancient J r. Fife& Drum Corps' I Ith Muster, 
Sage Park, Windsor, CT. This muster is by INVITATION ONLY. Con
tact John Soova'ian Director P .O. Box 2.55, Windsor, CT 06095. 

The East Hampton Fife and Drum Corps of 1889. Dan Bums, drummer al lower 
left, the instructor was lured away from the Moodus Corps with promises of 
a s teady job. (Archives photo) 

October 11- The Marquis of Granby Ancient Fyfe and Drum Corps' parade 
and muster to celebrate the town's bicentennial, Granby, CT. A reenact
ment will take place on October 12th. Saturday's parade will step off a 
11 :00 A.M. The events will take place at Granby High School and Salmon 
Brook Park. This muster is by INVITATION ONLY, but anyone in
terested in participating may contact: Carol Sullivan, 21 Kelly Lane, Gran
by, CT 06035 (203) 653-3887 or: Maris Pavloski (203) 653-3519. 

December 13-Colonial Saybrook Fifes & Drums' 16th Annual Christmas Tor
chlight parade and muster, Old Saybrook, CT. The parade steps off at 
6:00 P .M. This muster is by INVITATION ONLY. Contact: Wm. Reid, 
242 Schoolhouse Rd., Old Saybrook, CT 06475 (203) 399-6571. 

*** Additional information for the Ancients Calendar should be sent to: Janice 
Hooghkirk, 149 Leetes Island Rd., Guilford, CT 06437 (203) 453-9030. 
Plesse try to g.ive the type of event; date, place, time and sponsor of the 
event; the name o f a contact person, and any other pertinent information. 

* ARCHIVES from pg. 10 

This is not to say that we have been 
overwhelmed by the deluge, or have 
received so many contributions that we 
are unable to accommodate them. Quite 
the contrary ... few are the member corps 
who think to send us anything at all. 
Clippings, photographs, music, cor
respondence ... surely there are countless 
items waiting to be rounded up and sav
ed. Of all The Company Musters, held 
this past year; for instance; not one clip
pinJ, programme or button ... and only 
one flag-streamer ... has been sent our 
way by a host corps. 

Remember, we have a file o n every 
Ancient, (and many non-Ancient), 
Corps ever known to us and this in
cludes units inactive more than fifty 
years. Take that first step. Perhaps you 
might, one day, do as well for us as 
Greater Danbury Association's Al Den• 
nis who snatch"ed a briefcase, of Corps
Historian Ted Kurtz' irreplaceable 
research material, from the durnp's very 
jaws. 

So ... send us your ragged clippings, 
your buddied photos, your unfrocked 
uniforms and your disarmed drums ... we 
lift the lamp beside the Archives' Door. 


