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Ancients Mourn Passing Of 
David L. Boddie 

Fife, Drum Workshops Set For July, August 

By Bill Pace 

"In the Ancient Spirit" was more 
than Just a greeting or a sign off to 
Trustee Dave Boddie - it was the way 
he lived his life, in friendship and 
fellowship with his family and his hun
dreds of fife and drum friends from 
throughout the country. Any individual 
who made the kind of contributions that 
Dave did would most certainly be 
missed - but just because he was 
"Dave" and more concerned with how 
you were doing than with any of his own 
problems, all of us who knew David 
Leonard Boddie as friend can simply 
smile and be thankful - thankful that 
we knew him for so long, and thankful 
that we Ancients had him among us ... 

an active member of the Muster Com
mittee and bis work with our organiza
tion was just beginning. Until he and his 
lovely wife Jo moved to Madison 17 
years ago, the couple frequently drove 
all the way from Washington, D.C. to 
Connecticut several weekends during the 
Muster season to be with their Ancient 
friends. 

Ivoryton, CT - The first musical 
workshops in several years have been 
scheduled for the Summer of 1988. A 
first session was scheduled for Sunday, 
June 12 in conjunction with the Na
tional Muster in metropolitan New York 
City and more extensive sessions will be 
held on Sunday, July 17 and Sunday, 
August 28 here in the Museum and 
Headquarters building in lvoryton. 
Each session is scheduled to run from 
10:30 am to 1:00 pm. The p·rogram is 
under the chairmanship of Ed Classey 
of the Music Committee, with Vice 
Chairman Jim Clark coordinating the 
activities. Clark, a professional music 
teacher who specializes in individual in
struction for piano and drum, is an ex
perienced drum corps instructor and 
performer, having played in the Connec
ticut Yanks drum line and instructed 
several junior and senior groups here in 
Connecticut. (See separate article on 
drumming by Jim Clark, Page 4). 

The major emphasis will be on the 
"rudiments of drumming and fifing," 
said Clark. Drummers will discuss 
reading the basic drum rudiments with 
emphasis on the notation of the most us
ed rudiments, note values and time 
signatures. Styles of drumming will be 
demonstrated by well known drum sec
tions, including the Northeastern senior 
champion Connecticut Blues and, at the 
July workshop, the Swiss mariners are 
scheduled to make an appearance. The 
fifers will discuss the history of and pro
posed reintroduction into the Ancients 
repertoire of the historic camp duties 
from the famous Bruce and Emmett 
music book. In addition, demonstra
tions will be presented on the various six 
hole fifes and on some fife models with 
more than six finger holes. 

For more definite information contact 
Jim Clark or Ed Classey. See details in 
this issue's Ancients Calendar. 

In recent years, although he had given 
up holding office in his Dickerson Corps 
of which he had been president, business 
manager, public relations director, 
secretary, drum instuctor and drum sec
tion leader - he frequently made the 
two hour drive from Madison to New 
Rochelle, New York on Tuesday night 
for Dickerson's rehearsal. He was the 
guiding hand in the production of the 
first Dickerson record in the late I 960's 
when he was still drum section leader, 
and he was also the individual who 
helped promote the Dickerson trip to 
lrelarid when the first group of members 
of our organization made the visit, again 

Yankee Tunesmiths' 10th Annual Muster 
Host For National Muster 

in the late 1960's. Richmond Hill, NY- In ideal muster 
The individuals, the drum corps and weather, The Yankee Tunesmiths were 

the Ancient activities that Dave Boddie host to some 25 corps, some coming 
helped either as advisor, or instructor or from as far as Virginia, for the National 
aru).Ouncer are simply too, too numerous Muster which coincided with the corps' 
to mention here. For at least the past 10 tenth annual muster. 

,, years, Dave has traveled up and down The event took place "under I he El 
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/ The largest corps to perform at the 
muster was The Camden Continentals 
from the north central section of the 
Empire State who pleased the crowd 
with an early Sons of Liberty medley 
called "Bunker Hill. " 

Both the New York State Senior and ,.,_, __ ,_...i.-.-..__...,__...,._,__. _____ ..... __ ____. 



 

Madison, CT-Dave Boddie died on 
June 2, 1988 at Yale-New Haven 
Hospital. On the evening of June I in 
upper Westchester County, NY, he 
marched his last parade with his corps, 
Charles W. Dickerson Field Music, with 
whom he played snare for 56 years. 
Dave was 70 years of age. He marched 
his first parade on Memorial Day 56 
years ago as a member of the Boy Scout 
drum corps from New Rochelle, New 
York that evolved into the Dickerson 
Field Music. 

The Jove of Ancient-style drumming 
was instilled in Dave Boddie by the late 
Gus Moeller, who taught drumming to 
the young New Rochelle scouts and 
helped create the distinctive Dickerson 
style. Moeller also m?.de the original 
drums that the scout troop used. Dave 
presented his original Moeller drum to 
the Museum of Fife & Drum on open
ing day last year. ll is displayed now in 
the Dickerson exhibit at the Museum. 

Although the Dickerson Corps ap
peared at the Deep River Ancient 
Muster in the early l950's - one of, if 
not the first out-of-state corps to visit 
the affair; it was not until shortly after 
the formation of The Company of Fifers 
& Drummers in February of 1965 that 
Dave Boddie became involved with 
those of us who were spearheading the 
development of our fledgling Ancient 
organization. At the first meeting in the 
Fairfield Fire House, we quoted from a 
speech made some 20 years earlier by 
Gus Moeller and Dave knew this, and 
he sensed that the idea could work and 
he joined with us to help develop Oc
t0ber 2, 1965 Fife and Drum Review at 
the World's Fair and, he was hooked. 
The following summer the Muster Com
mittee was born at the first Dickerson 
Muster in 1966. The followina year, at 
Dickerson's second Muster, Dave was 

years, Dave has traveled up and down 
the east coast, to the midwest and the 
southland, from January to December 
to help drum corps "do their thing" as 
he liked to say. 

In addition to being one of only five 
lifetime trustees of our organization, he 
held several elected and appointed of
fices over the years, including executive 
chairman, vice president, Muster Com
mittee Chairman, and most recently, 
Registrar. 

The tremendous outpouring of 
friends at the one night wake in 
Madison, Connecticut on June 6 includ
ed two bus loads of active members, 
wives, children, members of the alumni 
and the ladies auxiliary of the Charles 
W. Dickerson organization. In addition, 
there were several uniformed members 
of the Montrose Fire Department, with 
whom Dickerson has had a marching 
relationship for more than 25 years. 
Past president Eldrick Arsenault read 
the Pray of The Company of Fifers & 
Drummers at the Monday evening 

Continued to pg. 3 

tenth annual muster. 
The event took place "under the El 

and in the forest" in Richmond Hill, 
New York on the weekend of June 10, 
11, 12 and featured, in addition to the 
traditional Friday evening Tattoo 
ceremony and the Saturday muster, a 
Sunday fife and drum workshop led by 
drummer Jim Clark and fifer Dave 
Migoya. 

The workshop centered on the early 
Duty Calls much to the enthusiasm of 
the young audience and was the first of 
three to be presented this summer. The 
others will be the day following the Deep 
River Muster and the day following the 
Westbrook muster. Both of these will be 
held at The Company Headquarters and 
Museum Building. 

called "Bunker Hill." 
Both the New York State Senior and 

Junior champions, the New York An
cients and the Junior Colonials, respec
tively were on hand with well received 
standpieces. 

The day served as an informal reu
nion for several New York area An
cients. Among them was Artie Olson, 
the Sons of Liberty Drum Major, and 
several former New York Regimentals, 
including fifer Jim Mac Eleney and 
drummer Bill Pace, both of whom 
handled the announcing duties as 
members of The Company of Fifers and 
Drummers Muster Committee. 

A lively jollification following the 
muster was enjoyed by both corps peo
ple and spectators alike. 

First Junior Jollification A Success In lvoryton 
Jvoryton, CT- It had been talked 

about for a long time-a day for the 
Juniors-a day similar to the very suc
cessful Jay Birds Day. On Saturday May 
7, it became a reality. 

About 75 youngsters, some coming 

15 Corps At Gaspee Days Parade And Muster 

from as far away as Virginia, gathered 
at The Company's Headquarters and 
Museum Building for a day of "doing 
their thing" as Dave Boddie would have 
said. The program was not regimented 
and the young folks did whatever they 
pleased. Some just fraternized and made 
friends, some played volleyball, some 
sailed frisbees and some did all including 
the expected jam session that went full 
swing under the guidance of the 
venerable Duke Terreri who came from 
New Jersey to be with the youngsters. 
He was assisted by Terry Malcarne who 
is the drum instructor for the Deep River 
Juniors. 

Warwick, RI-In the 22 years that the 
Ancients have participated in the annual 
parade and muster that celebrates the 
burning of the British ship Gaspee in 
1772, it is difficult to remember a 
Gaspee Day when the weather was as 
ideal as the participants enjoyed on 
Saturday, June 11 when 15 Ancient 
corps paraded to the enjoyment of 
several thousand spectators in Warwick 
and Cranston, Rhode Island. 

Each year, the parade features a 
Mummers group from Pennsylvania 
that plays a short concert at the muster 
site just preceding the muster. This 
usually attracts a large crowd which un
fortunately leaves before the muster gets 
under way. This year the Muster Com
mittee scheduled the performance of the 
Mummers after the muster in an attempt 
to maintain the crowd at the muster site. 

The Charles W. Dickerson Field 
Music, which had not really pl~ed to 

take part in the muster and had shed 
their uniforms, took the stand last and 
had the spectators leaving their comfor
table chairs in the shade to gather 
around the muster stand to cheer the 
corps on, much to the dismay of the 
Mummers who now realized that they 
had a tough act to follow and could not 
in anyway match "the Dickerson 
sound." 

The award for the best Ancient corps 
in the parade went to the Mood us Drum 
and Fife corps for the second con
secutive year. 

Other corps in the Gaspee event were, 
The Pawtuxet Rangers, The Kentish 
Guards, Chester, Westbrook, the Junior 
Colonials, Capt. James Buxton, the 
Deep River Juniors, St. John's Colonial 
Girls, Windsor, the Conn. Patriots, 
Olde Ripton, the Colonial Navy of 
Mass., and the Concord Minutemen. 

The day was declared an unqualified 
success by one who should know, hav
ing been involved with drum corps since 
he himself was a junior. 

It was a good start for a new pro
gram, reminiscent of the first Jay Bird 
Days when the attendees were counted in 
dozens and not in hundreds as they are 
now, there is no doubt that attendance 
will grow with the years. 

The Committe for this first youth ac
tivity was chaired by Ernie Kiburis of 
the Yankee Tunesmiths, assisted by 
Anne O'Malley of Prince Wynn and 
Kathy Posekel of the New York 
Ancients. 



 

Page 2, Summer, 1988 

The Ancient Times 

The Ancient Times ISSN0091-7l76 
Published by 

The Company of .-ifers & Drummers 
lnr. 

The Company of Fifers and Drummers is 
incorporated in the state of Connecticut as 
a charitable and educational, non-profit in
stitution and is officially and legally 
recognized as such by the U.S. Treasury 
Department. The Company's purposes are 
to perpetuate the tradition of Early 
American martial music, to encourage 
greater knowledge of the historical 
significance of fife and drum music and to 
foster the spirit of fellowship among the 
fifers and drummers everywhere. 

EDITOR ....................... .. .. . Mo Schoos 
EDITORIAL STAFF ...... ......... . Ed Olsen 

Bill Pace,Phil Truitt 
ART DIRECTOR. .... .............. Bob Riley 
PHOTO EDITOR ..... .. ....... Mal Hinc~ley 
ADVERT. MGR ............ Dodie McGrath 
CIRCUL. MGR ............. .. Judy Barrows 
BUSINESS MGR .. ............. Mo Schoos 

CORRESPONDENTS 
NORTHEAST: Dave Migoya, Art Ferrante, 

Jack O'Brien, Scott Greenstreet. 
SOUTH: Ann Feder, Bill Krug 
MIDWEST: Mark Logsdon 
EUROPE: Mike Quinn 

WE VALUE LETTERS 
We warmly welcome letters for "The 

Mail Box"; they should include your 
name and home address, Because of 
space constraints, we may have to 
shorten a letter. Those published cannot 
be directly acknowledged but we ap
preciate your interest and comments. 

Letters submined for consideration as 
Jetter t t hould b ad r 

THE ANClcNT TIMES, the newspaper of THE 
COMPANY OF FIFERS AND DRUMMERS, IS 
PUBLISHED OUARTERL Y TO KEEP MEMBERS 
AND THE PUBLIC INFORMED ABOUT Ancient 
Drum Corps activities and subjects related 
ther-:?to. 

The newspaper encourages the reproduction 
of its non~copyrighted contents. Bylines must 
be retained and the credit should read "From The 
Ancient Times, the quarterly newspaper of THE 
COMPANY OF FIFERS AND DRUMMERS." 

The opinions expressed in signed articles are 
not necessarily those of The Ancient Times. 
Mention of a product service or professional in 
our columns is not to be considered an endorse
ment by THE COMPANY. 

Direct all mail to P.6. Box 525. lvoryton, Ct. 
06442. Send editorial - typed double spaced, 
upper and lower case-to Mo Schoos. For 
reasons of space and clarity, material may be 
edited. 

For Advertising, contact: Dodie McGrath. 
Direct other business to Mo Schoos. 

· SI .50 per copy SS.00 per year 
S9.00 two years Sll.00 three years 

OVERSEAS RATES 
Add S9.00 For Each Year 

to Cover Postage 

Drum Corps would like to thank all 
those that made Junior JolJjfication Day 
possible and a success. When living in 
Virginia, one doesn't get many chances 
to meet other fifers and drummers of the 
same age. Now we are all looking for
ward to muster season with a lot more 
enthusiasm. This summer we'll be able 
to recognize a few new friends and 
faces, this will make mustering all the 
more enjoyable. We hope that this will 
become an annual event. We hope to see 
everyone soon at the upcoming National 
Muster and other musters this summer. 

Sincerely, 

Kacky Rowlette representing the 
Juniors of the Patowmack Ancients 

EDITORIAL 

Thank You, Men of Lancraft 
Congratulations on celebrating your 

100th year as a traditional Ancient fife 
and drum corps-now we can certainly 
refer to you as "venerable," since you 
have passed the test of time. Our 
organjzation is just approaching the 
25th year- we were formed in 1965 and 
will mark a quarter of a century in 1990, 
However, without the wholehearted 
support of the "Men of Lancraft" we 
founding fathers of "The Company" 
are not sure we would exist today, and 
look forward to such a bright future 
with the development of the Museum of 
Fife & Drum and the music library and 
the headquarters building in Jvoryton. 

In the years immediately after our 
founding, we were a paper organiza
tion- we did not have a meeting room 
or even a temporary "home" -that is 
until the men of Lancraft opened the 
doors of their club rooms in North 
Haven and invited us to hold our 
meetings there. We held our regular 
business meetings, and Matt Lyons 
organized the first Jaybirds Day at the 
Lancraft club rooms. 

For at least the first 10 years of our 
existence, we held almost every general 

business meeting at Lancraft. It was on
ly in later years that we also sometimes 
were able to use· the Stony Creek club 
rooms, and then, mostly in the warmer 
weather . 

The men of Lancraft have always 
been proud of their clubs rooms and 
have worked hard to maintain them
sharing them with members of so many 
other fife and drum corps from all over 
the east, and parts of the midwest and 
south, certainly was a concrete example 
of what we refer to as "the Ancient 
Spirit" -reaching out to help another, 
and, another who also follows the shrill 
of the fife and the beat of the rope 
drum, While our organization does not 
trace its formation to one Ancient corps, 
but rather to a group of corps that share 
the same idea of musical fellowship, it 
is very doubtful that we would have 
come as far, as fast, if it were not for 
the support of Lancraft. So, we say 
most sincerely, THANK YOU, MEN 
OF LANCRAFT and may your music 
and your spirit of fellowship spread 
throughout the Ancient world for 
another hundreds years! 

W.P. 



 

prcc,ate your interest and comments. 
Letters submitted for consideration as 

letters to the editor should be address
ed to "The Mail Box," Ancient Times, 

P.O. Box 525, Jvoryton, CT 06442 

* * * * * * 
P .O. Box 563 

New Milford, CT 06776 
In response to your advertisement in 

The New England Guide, I would like 
to request any information you may be 
able to supply. 

Kimberly Clark Employees Credit 
Union has a membership of over 1,100. 
In an effort to provide an additional ser
vice to our members, we would like to 
display your flyer in our office. If there 
is a discount card offered, we would ap
preciate receiving that also. 

Thank you for any help you may of
fer, I look forward to your reply. 

Very truly yours, 

Joyce W. Booth 
Manager, Kimberly Clark 

Employees Credit Union, Inc. 

* * * * * * 
33 Laydon Ave. 

Gentlemen, 
North Haven, CT 06473 

Enclosed please find a check for 
$10.00 to The Ancients Fund in memory 
of Lou Lavassa. 

Sincerely, 

Alice McMullen 

* * * * * * 

Dear Judy: 

5 Mendham Road 
Morristown, NJ 07960 

Enclosed find a check for $130.00 
plus a corps roster with the names of the 
subscribers circled in red. 

Please update your circulation list to 
agree with this current roster. 

Thank you. 
John J. Belles 

* * * * * * 
401 Kojun Ct. 

Sterling, VA 22170 

Dear Ancient Times: 
The Patowmack Ancient Fife and 

Kacky Rowlette representing the 
Juniors of the Patowmack Ancients 

Vienna, VA 

P .S. Maybe at next year's Juniors' Day 
we could have hamburgers, too. 

* * * * * * 
6721 Roosevelt St. 

Hollywood, FL 33024 

Editor: 
Attached is my check for $13 .00 to 

renew my subscription to The Ancient 
Times for three years. 

I very much enjoy the news and 
photos. 

Sincrely, 

Martin A. Lineen 

* * * * * * 
P.O. Box 448 

E. Haddam, CT 06423 

Dear Mr. Boddie: 
On behalf of the home schooling 

group, I would like to thank you for the 
WONDERFUL tour of the Fife & Drum 
Museum. 

Also thank you for sharing with our 
children your enthusiasm-it was cer
tainly contagious! 

Our best wishes for continued success 
in reaching all the goals your organiza
tion has. 

Sincerely, 

Laura Labieniec 

* * * * * * 
P.O. Box 399 

West Sand Lake, NY 12196 

Dear Ancient Times, 
Hi, my name is Joel. I'm in the 

Village Volunteers FDC in Delmar. I'd 
like to know more about the fife and 
drum corps. I mean like how they were 
formed, what they did duri-ng the wars 
and stuff like that. I'd also, if you have 
them, like some of the first Ancient 
Times. 

P.S. Thanks. 
Your Friend, 

Joel Sta,rk 

* * * * * * 

Oldest continuously active Ancient unit 
in N. Y. State, Long Island Minutemen, 
mark 40 years of service. 

More than 58 corps attend National 
Muster hosted by the East Hampton 
Fife and Drum Corps. 

Chaired by Matty Lyons, the 3rd annual 
Jaybirds Day was held at Lancraft Club 
House on July 9 and was attended by 
"dozens of Jay Birds" 

Headline-"Norm Ott takes a bride at 
Deep River Muster" 

Heavy rains washed out Friday night 
jollification at DRAM but 60 corps mar
ched in deluge on Saturday's parade and 
muster. 

Old Timers Night marked 90 years of 
Lancraft. 

FOUND 
Assistant Building Manager, Joe 

Franklin, reports that he has several 
items that were left at The Company 
building during the past weeks. 

Among them are two pairs of 

* * * * * * 
1854 Taneytown Road 

Westminster, MD 

Dear Ancient Times, 
I've written to you several times in the 

past few years and would like to say 
again how much I enjoy the newspaper. 
It is very important to those of us who 
are not involved in a corps and far 
removed from Connecticut. I especial
ly liked the historical photos in the 
center spread of the last issue. It's fun 
to see some recent Ancients staring out 
at us through time. 

History is my reason for writing this 
time and perhaps some of your military 
music historians can answer my ques
tion. When I was in the U.S. Navy 
about 30 years ago, our ship was an
chored at Istanbul, Turkey. While were 
were there, a group of musicians came 
on board to entertain us and 
demonstrate a very old Turkish style of 
military music. It was said that the 
music was played before a battle to in
cite the men to fierce combat. We were 
also told that the music was so effective 
that Turk warriors were renowned for 

sunglasses, on.e pair of prescription 
glasses, two sets of car keys and one 
child's jacket, blue. 

If you are missing any of these items 
contact Joe. 

* * * * * * 
their ferocity, and the heads of Euro
pean states diplomatically bargained to 
have this musical style demonstrated to 
them. 

When I saw it, the players were dress
ed in a medieval costume and had 
unusual and old looking instruments. 
When they played, it was indeed ex
traordinarily powerful. You could feel 
your heart pounding and the hair on the 
back of your neck would rise. It was 
really a moving experience but I've 
never heard it since or seen it on records, 
as many country's traditional music is 
usually recorded. 

I wonder if anyone in the fife and 
drum circuit knows about this Turks' 
style. What is it called, how old is it, and 
what has been its influence on fife and 
drum music as we know it today? Pro
viding answers to these questions would 
open the door on my thirty year old 
mystery. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Law 

1 
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Louis Lavassa 75 
Fifer 

Stony Creek F.D. C. 
March 31, 1988 

Richard K. Warjas 60 
Color Guard 

The Sailing Masters of 1812 
May 20, 1988 

Leroy Miner 67 
Color Guard 

18th Conn. Reg't F.D.C. 
May 21, 1988 

David L. Boddie 70 
Drummer 

Charles Dickerson Field Music 
June 2, 1988 
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The Ancient Times · 
die family about contributions in Dave's 
memory - printed below is the text 
from the obituar)' which appeared in the 
Middletown Press newspaper ... and 
now, Buddy, it's time for one more 
"Jack" - here's to 'ya - Boy, what 
a drum line-Sinclair, Ripperger, Frey, 
Sturtz, Thompson and now Boddie. 

He was the husband of Josephita 
(Cockburn) Boddie and the son of the 
late Rev. Jacob and Mary (Smith) 
Boddie. 

He was a Navy veteran of World War 
II, retired in 1964 from the New York 
City Police Department after 25 years 
of service and had lived in Madison 
since 1971 . He was employed as a drum 
maker for Cooperman Fife and Drum 
Co. of Centerbrook. 

He was a member and deacon of the 
Nonh Madison Congregational Church. 

Besides his wife, he leaves two 
daughters, Maxine Williamson of 
Chicago and Su Boddie of Las Vegas; 
a guardian daughter, Constance Bom
baci of Madison; three brothers, at
torney Daniel W. Boddie of New 
Rochelle, Dr. Bertrand Boddie of Pitt
sford, NY and the Rev. Charles E. Bod
die of Nashville, Tenn.; three sisters, 
Una Green of Los Angeles, Drusilla 
Boddie of Washington, DC and Lydia 
Peyton of Rochester,NY; also four 
grandchildren. 

He was predeceased by a son, David 
L. Boddie, Jr. 

Memorial contributions may be made 
to the Company of Fifers and Drum
mers, c/o the David L. Boddie 
Memorial Fund, P.O. Box 525, 
Ivoryton, CT 06442. 

To Members of the Company of 
Fifers & Drummers and friends of 
David Boddie: 

The tremendous outpouring of 
·.• 

Lou Lavassa 

On Monday, April 4, 1988, the Stony 
Creek Fife and Drum Corps said good
by to life-long member Louis A. 
Lavassa. 

Lou, born in 1913 on Lavassa Ter
race, a steep hill which overlooks the 
harbor and Long Island Sound, died at 
home on March 3 I, 1988 after a long 
illness. 

The farewell began with calling hours 
early in the morning at the funeral home 
in East Haven, CT. These were conclud
ed with a brief service and reading of the 
Company Prayer conducted by Past 
President Eldrick Arsenault. This ser
vice was attended by Company represen
tatives, friends and family. The honor 
attendants were members of the Stony 
Creek Fife and Drum Corps, of which 
Lou was a member for more than 61 
years, and members of the Stony Creek 
Rescue Fire Company #5, to which he 
belonged for more than 50 years. He 
also served as fire commissioner for the 
better part of 16 years. 

Lou's casket was then transported to 
St. Therese's Church in Stony Creek by 
a red fire engine in accord with the tradi
tion of a fire "chiefs" funeral. As the 
procession passed Fire Headquarters in 
Branford, !he firefighters at the station 
stood at attention and saluted. 
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di and Robert Riley. Honorary 
pallbearers were Paul Stamler, James 
Kelly, Ernie Collins, former Fire Chief 
Jack Tweed, Jim Collopy and "Unk" 
DaRos. Honor Guard members from 
the Drum Corps were Howard Zeeck 
and Ron Choronzy and from Fire Co. 
#5, Bruno Ceccolini and Gerald Deno. 

In addition, t he National Guard 
Honor Guard was part of the graveside 
service. 

At the time of his death, Lou was the 
owner of the Thimble Fixit Shop in 
Stony Creek. Before that, he was 
employed at the Branford Postal Service 
for many years until retirement and later 
worked at the A .M . Young Co. in 
Branford. 

He was an Army Veteran of World 
War II and a recipient of the Bronze 
Star. He was a member of the 83rd In
fantry Division Association. He was a 
life member of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 10186 and a member of 
American Legion Post 83 of Branford 
for more than 39 years. Lou was a 
parishioner of St. Therese's Church, 
and a member of the church's Men's 
Club. 

He leaves two sisters, Ann Larson and 
Florence Banca, both of Stony Creek. 

Lou felt that it was privilege to be a 
member of the Company and a member 
of the Stony Creek Fife and Drum 
Corps and would want us to always 
remember the good times. 

IN APPRECIATION 
In Appreciation 

Dear Members of The Company of 
Fifers and Drummers, 

The Company was a part of Lou's 
life over the years; he loved every 
minute he spent with the members 
and he especially enjoyed working on 
the building and helping make it a 
success. 

The vase of nowers was beautiful. 
Thank you all very much, v •• '"C 
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Branford, the firefighters at the station The vase of flowers was beautiful. 

' 
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wake. 
Under blue skies, memorial services 

were held for Dave Boddie at the North 
Madison Congregational Church on 
Tuesday morning, June 7. Dave's 
brother, the Rev. Charles E. Boddie of 
Nashville, Tennessee, was a par
ticipating minister. Fellow Trustee Mo 
Schoos read the Prayer of The Com
pany of Fifers & Drummers. Fifer Ed 
Olsen and Snare Drummer Bill Pace, 
fellow trustees, played "Flee As A Bird" 
during the services and Ken Lemley 
served as lead drummer for the playing 
of the "Downfall of Paris" as the fife 
and drum postlude. Fifers and drum
mers from as far away as Washington, 
D.C. and Albany, New York were join
ed by several members of the Dickerson 
Field Music. At the graveside ceremony 
following the church services, Dickerson 
played a Boddie arrangement, "Dave's 
Dream" and joined with the other fifers 
and drummers in "Battle Hymn of the 
Republic." Among the pallbearers and 
honorary pallbearers were Past 
Presidents Ron Chambers and Mo 
Schoos, "Chuck" McGrath of West
brook Drum Corps, Sam Romie 
and Cecil Andrews of Dickerson, 
members of the Montrose Fire Depart
ment and Eagle Scouts from Madison, 
Connecticut troops. Yes, among Dave's 
many accomplishments, he was an Eagle 
Scout. Following services, a reception 
was held for Dave's many drum corps 
friends at the Museum of Fife & Drum. 
Dave's daughters and wife, Jo, and 
several members of the Boddie family 
visited the Museum to view the special 
Dickerson exhibit which Dave had 
helped arrange. The Committee for the 
reception included Asst. Building 
Manager Joe Franklin, Executive Com
mittee Member Dodie McGrath, 
Docents Darlene Graves, Vi Allen, and 
Barbara Young. 

I cannot continue to write about 
Dave ... already I know that this is the 
longest obituary that we have ever 
run ... please note the wishes of the Bod-

The tremendous outpouring of 
messages, floral tributes and visits by 
drum corps everywhere was over
whelming and very much appreciated 
by the Boddie family. Cards and 
messages are still coming to me each 
day in the mail and by phone. 

I want everyone who knew and 
loved David to know that your ex
pressions of sympathy and concern 
touch us and we can never truly say 
thanks as we would want to - to each 
individual. I hope that this note will 
be taken as my special word of 
gratitude until I can write to everyone 
over the next few months. 

David was indeed a special man 
who loved the world of fifing and 
drumming with all his great heart and 
I think he will be remembered by all 
of us for a long time to come as one 
who represented the very best of the 
Spirit of Fifing and Drumming 
wherever a fife is played and a drum 
is sounded. 

Thanks again to all of you, 
In the Spirit, 

Jo Boddie and the Boddie Family 

Richard K. Warjas 
May 20, 1928 • May 20, 1988 

On May 20, 1988 Richard K. Warjas 
of the Sailing Masters of 1812 died after 
a brief illness. He had just turned sixty. 

Dick, a World War II Army Airforce 
Veteran, moved to the Clinton, Connec
ticut area more than twenty-five years 
ago. During those twenty-five-plus 
years, he and his wife, Gertrude, became 
known for their love of dancing and 
roller skating. 

Dick joined the Sailing Masters near
ly twenty years ago, becoming a staunch 
anchor of the Color Guard. Dubbed 
"Popeye" by fellow corps members, 
Dick was an upstanding member. His 
unruffled attitude and quiet ways will be 
greatly missed by all. 

stood at attention and saluted. Thank you all very much, w: -~e 
Met by the Stony Creek Drum Corps appreciative of your kindness during 

at the front of the church, he was then Lou •s long illness and your expres-
ushered in by fl"embers playing "On- sion of sympathy. 
ward Christian Soldiers." Sincerely, 

Also mourning his passing this day, Ann Larson and Florence Banca 
were hundreds of friends and loved ones 
who filled to overflowing the church on 
Leet es Island Road. 

The entire membership of the Stony 
Creek Fife and Drum Corps attended in 
full uniform, as did members of the 
Stony Creek Fire Dept. 

In a fitting tribute to a man who had 
given so much of his life to them. Lou's 
greatest interest in life was the Stony 
Creek Fife and Drum Corps. He began 
playing with the Corps as a teenager and 
continued as an active member until his 
death. He was very proud of the fact 
that he had seldom missed an engage
ment. He was with the Corps when it 
held the State Title for six (6) years and 
he played at the inauguration of Presi
dent Eisenhower. In 1980, Lou travel
ed to Ireland with the "Creek", mar
ching in Dublin for St. Patrick's Day. 
In 1983, he played with the Drum Corps 
for a fund-raising kick-off concert at the 
Statue of Liberty in New York. Lou 
served as president of the Stony Creek 
Drum Corps for many years, as well as 
business agent and trustee. 

Lou was a former member of the Ex
ecutive Committee of the Company. He 
was very involved behind the scenes, 
spending lots of time doing work on the 
Museum building. The "Branford 
Review,'' a local newspaper, named Lou 
"Citizen of the Year" for 1987. The 
"Review" received an unprecedented 
number of letters and nominations each 
one praising Lou for the many caps he 
wore. Mostly, according to his admirers, 
he was a friend and a role model to 
young and old. Members of both the 
Drum Corps and the Fire Department 
served as pallbearers at the service and 
included from the Drum Corps, David 
Hooghkirk, Joseph Mooney and 
Donald Kacenski; from the Fire Depart
ment Capt. Peter DaRos, Mario DeNar-

Leroy E. Miner 

The 18th Connecticut Regiment is sad 
to announce the passing of Leroy Miner, 
an original member of our Corps. Leroy 
could always be seen with a smile and 
a wink, helping us whenever needed. He 
was a flagline member with our corps 
for 10 years. Leroy's interest and affec
tion for fyfe and drums started when his 
wife, Penny became the director of the 
Marquis of Granby Junior Fyfe & Drum 
Corps. Leroy became everyone's 
"father" and friend as he chaperoned 
on many corps functions. 

He was the kind of man who would 
show up at the nick of time and 
generously donate whatever he could. 
His sense of humor was that of few 
men, when times were dull a little joke 
would come from his lips. Although 
grey on the roof a light of humor shown 
from his eyes. 

Leroy passed away May 21, 1988, at 
the age of 67, predeceased by a son, 
Everett, also a former founding member 
of the 18th Connecticut Regiment, and 
a former member of the Marquis of 
Granby and the Old Guard Fyfe and 
Drum Corps. 

THANK YOU 
To all the members, we want to 

thank you for the beautiful Mass 
Card in memory of our mother and 
grandmother Mary Susan 
Cooperman. 

For those of you who knew her, 
you know that she loved fifing and 
drumming and Muster-goings was 
one of her favorite things to do. 

Thank you, your thoughfulness is 
appreciated. 

The Coooerman Familv · 
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Traditional Drumming: 
A Vanishing Craft? 
By Jim Clark difficult if we had no organization 

The author is a music teacher who to- that provided, not unanimity, but 
day specializes in teaching piano, but he unity of purpose. 
is a retired Senior Individual Drum 2. OUR MUSIC-The traditional tunes 
Champion who played with the award and beatings like the instruments 
winning Conn. Yanks and Conn. Blues. themselves, are strong, handsome, 
He has taught several drum lines and in- and simple. In a time when pop songs 
dividuals, and is well respected for his five years old sound impossibly 
drumming expertise. dated, it is refreshing to know that 

While discussing possible topics for the same tunes my great-grandfather 
my first Ancient Times articles, Bill Pace heard when he served in the Civil 
suggested that the central drumming War are still played today. Those 
problem we face is the virtual disap- tunes still sound fine just as they are. 
pearance of the traditional left hand They don't need synthesizers, or or-
stick grip among non-Ancient drum- chestral arrangements, or a reggae 
mers. Taking this as a starting point, the beat, or artificial drumheads made 
following article wrote itself because the from plastic. All those tunes need is 
stick grip problem is part of the whole a lot of love, a few "all natural" in-
unspoken crisis facing the Ancient com- struments, and the continuity of a 
munity at the end of the twentieth tradition to pass them onto the next 
century. century. 

- PROBLEM - 3. OUR PEOPLE-In my daily ex-
At my first drum lesson in October of perience as a music teacher, I am no 

I 963, my school music teacher showed longer surprised that adults of all ages 
me and my fellow students how to hold want to learn to play music. And 
the drum sticks. The left hand grip was what better music to learn than our 
more awkward than the right. During field music? The beginner can soon 
the first week, I forgot a little and show- play with an ensemble, meet new peo-
ed up for my next lesson with only one pie; he (or she) can perform in public 
finger over the left stick instead of two. often after only a year or two of hard 
That was fixed easily enough and after work (try that on the violin!) and the 

SPRANCE . -
TRAVEL 

SERVICES 
·718-497-6420 

1989 Trips To Ireland, England 
& Switzerland 

Specializing in Drum Corp Travel 

*****RECRUITING***** 
the 

GERM4NTOWN ANCIENTS 
ARE LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS 

that I was all right. (Actually, it was my music, being traditional music, is 
right stick that I had the problem with: usually appealing and accessible for le 4re Look1' nn for Both P1'f ers 
the teacher thought that since J was left all students. Fairly often, I am ap- 5 
handed, I should hold the right stick proached by adults who want to fife & Drummer 
with the left hand grip and vice-versa. or drum (either as beginners or to S 
This theory had to do with ease of ex- refine their present skills). 1 help as E•per1'ence Desi' rable 
ecution while playing the ride cymbal or many of these wonderful people as I A 
topcymbal and if the reasoning confuses can; but imagine how many more Full And 4',,.,DC. t M b h' 
you, l can only assure you that it does people could be involved if the Com- .,., II e em ers lp 
the same to me). pany had a clearly structured 18 Years 4nd Old 

Today, of course, this situation will program! er 
r:~cbh:~r ~~~i~cc~~~!e~:~;e :~~\~~ The tr~d~~:af~t%!

1~7p is part of 4.Bird T.Hennesse 
, ........... .,,,u.w,--t .... ·.. l..~.._.,L.~,,...._.., _, _ _ ..1.rllditional dn1mn1in~n,bl..- cLiii---__.rAJ .. ll.l-.Al;UllaJ.__ *~ - *~ - *~ -....;...-.LalA.al.-..__..___...__,__;L___ ...... J..iia...;;;:..J. __ ....,l 
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Today, of course, this Slluation will program! 

probably not occur, because nearly all - CONCLUSION -
teachers begin drummers with the The traditional stick grip is part of 
'matched" grip, in which both sticks are traditional drumming, and it will only 
held (approximately) with the traditional be preserved by those of us interested in 
right hand grip. Most "kit" of drumset traditional field music. The schools will 
drummers now use the matched grip, not abandon their "matched grip" 
which is easier to use while playing a philosophy, just as they wiU not teach 
large drum kit. Most college percussion the traditional rudiments. The schools 
programs urge the matched grip on do not care about tradition. 
students because it is a universal grip; As we move into the twenty-first cen-
with minor changes one can use the tury, the traditional grip, like every 
same grip for snare drum, tympani, other aspect of traditional drumming, 
xylophone (and other mallet in- will become more anachronistic. The 
struments). In fact, we have reached a traditional field drumming community, 
time when prospective drummers or "We Ancients," in order to survive 
assume that they will learn the matched and flourish, must not rely on drumm-
grip, and only the matched grip. ing teachers in general to teach the basics 

Today three inescapable truths face of field drumming. Based on the 
the traditional drummer: strength of our solid tradition, and 
J. Once people learn the matched grip, through the structure of the Company, 

they are reluctant to try the tradi- we must locate and provide helpful, 
tional grip, which they perceive as be- friendly, encouraging and competent in-
ing more awkward. structors for the people who are in-

2. The traditional grip is an integral part terested in our tradition. 
of our drumming heritage, just like SO, LET US MAKE A CALL TO 
the traditional rudiments of drumm- ARMS! You don't think you would 
ing and the wooden-shelled, rope- make a good drum teacher? Volunteer 
tensioned, skin-headed, gut-snared anyway! There are many kinds of jobs 
field drum. to be done. You are afraid that your 

3. Today, we are an anarchoronism: corps style will be lost in an attempt to 
without intelligently applied, create a uniform "Company Style?" 
e·nergetic preservation measures, we Volunteer anyway! We need to teach the 
will become extinct. very basics to people. We must devise 

So that's our problem. Now, what are a program that allows the student to 
we going to do about it? learn the traditions and leaves it up to 

- SOME FINE IDEAS - the student to decide if he prefers the 
Lest the reader think that I am wax- style of one corps to that of another. 

ing apocalyptic, let me share with you You don't play at all, but you would 
some "positive thoughts about our situa- like to, but you are too old? Nonsense! 
tion. On our side we have... Volunteer anyway! You are the person 
I. THE COMP ANY OF FIFERS AND for whom this program exists. I have 

DRUMMERS- As one who was just taught beginners in their 40's and 50's, 
a kid learning the fancy six-eight and they have done very well. If you 
(6/8) at the time, I feel free to con- want to do it, you can. Volunteer today! 
gratulate our founders. It was a All who are willing to help in some 
strenuous and frustrating job to band way to create and/or participate in a 
the corps together, but it was Company program to preserve tradi-
necessary. All of us must be involv- tional field drumming volunteer by 
ed if we are to preserve our music. contacting: 
The Company is a structure within Jim Clark, 12 Fakoa Ternce 
which we can meet, and plan, and Mlddlnown, CT 06457 Tel. (203) 346-3232 
work. The task would be much more DON'T LET IT BECOME A t'ANISHING CRAITI 

4.Bird 
(203) 743 · 1177 *** T.Beaaessey 

(203)794·1888 

The N.A.R.D. 
By Acton Ostling 

The National Association of 
Rudimental Drummers, (N.A:R.D.), 
has often been criticized as having been 
designed for "commercial purposes." I 
do think, however, that it did a lot to 
spread interest in a knowledge of 
Rudimental Drumming. 

It was organized in I 933 by thirteen 
of the top drummers in the country
Burns Moore, Larry Stone, Kieffer 
(Marine Band), etc. At that time, very 
little was known about rudiments, 
generally, for the most part New 
England was the rudimental area. 

There were only seven snare drum 
contestants in the 1929 National School 
Contest. By 1939, one hundred and 
eighty four snare drummers and forty 
one ensembles were entered. This was 
the period when the N.A.R.D. was in 
full flower. 

I took the N.A.R.D. membership test 
with William F. Ludwig judging, in Des 
Moines, Iowa in 1934. My certificate, 
sent to me later, was #42. According to 
some notes I have on the N.A.R.D., 
there were over 2000 members by 1948. 

At the first School Music contest I 
· went to, in Des Moines, Iowa, in 1934, 
there were about 18 to 20 snare drum 
contestants and nearly all of them 
played "The Downf~ll of Paris." It was 
the one snare drum· solo that I knew 
about, and I guess most of the other 
directors were in the same boat. It was 
for this reason that I sent two drum 
solos to a publisher for consideration. 
From his standpoint, there was little 
market at the time, but from then on it 
started to grow. 

Following are some figures I have on 

the drum contestants 
Music Contests: 

1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 

Soloists 
112 
184 
63 
274 

at the School 

Ensembles 
3 

41 
31 
102 

These were from the regional con
tests, I think there were ten areas of 
competition. I feel that the growth in 
members-and publications-interested 
in drumming started about the time of 
the development of the N.A.R.D. 

I lost track of the N.A.R.D. after 
retirement and did not know it had 
disbanded. It would seem to be a good 
idea to obtain whatever information 
Wm. F. Ludwig, Jr. might have- and 
get it into the files of The Company of 
Fifers and Drummers-as most drum
mers of note had belonged to the 
N.A.R.D. 

Incidentally-although membership 
was determined by the ability to play 
thirteen specific Rudiments, I was told 
that Earl Sturtze would not pass anyone 
who did not know all the Strubbe 
Rudiments. 

SUTLER WANTED 
To Operate 

The Company Store 
Contact 

Pres. Frank Orsini 
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The Place To Go For 
Everything From A-Z In 

Percussion! 

AGo-Go Belfs 
Bongoes 
Congas 
Drumsticks 
Exceller.t Teachers 
Finger Cymbals 
Glockenspiel 
H i-Hals 
Instruction 

Jazz Set 
Koltl'l Drum:i 
Latin Percussion 
Marimbas 
Nigeria (Talking Drums) 

No-No 

Only Percussion 
Plastic Covering 
Ouica 

Rehearsal Space 
Sound Effects 
Tambourines 
Used Drums 
Vibraphones 
Wood Blocks 
Xylophones 
Your !nterests 
Zildjian 

JC'S DRUM SHOP 
7510 Belair Rd 

(301) 661-7507 

Colorful Torchlight Parade Closes 
5th Annual Fusileers Muster 

By David L. Boddie 

Using a format that differs from most 
musters, the Fusileers Fife and Drum 
Corps of Lagrangeville, NY has its 
parade at the end of the Muster - in fact 
even after the meal. This allows it to just 
get dark enough for the torches to have 
an effect r_ha t is n sight 10 sec. Most of 

York Ancients, The Milford Volunteers, 
The Junior Colonials, The Deep River 
Juniors, the corps that in a couple years 
will be one of the better Junior Corps 
in the company thanks to Terry, Joey, 
Steve and all of the parents who are giv
ing their support. Also present were The 
Windsor Cor s The Yank 

Parmelee 
oi Durham 

DAVID L. BODDIE 
-1918 - 1988 

"We've Come 

A Long Way 

Together'' 

(203) 349-8233 Creamery Road, Durlrnm, Connecticut 06422 

ALONG THE FRONTIER 
By Mark Logsdon 

To A Friend 
The man, the drum, they lived as one 

the sound was not a dream 
They did it all, and had a ball .... 

(no long enough, it seems.) 
A sready beat to move your fec1 
as he 111archcd rhc miles 11way 
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ff I . . I M f i·ng thc1'r support. Also present were The A steady beat to move your feet 1111 C CCI t lilt IS tl s,g It to sec. Ost 0 
the townsfolk and many from surroun- Windsor Corps, The Yankee as he marched the miles away 
d. 1· h · · Tunesm1'ths, The Young Colon1·a1s, A time to joke and be with folks mg areas me t e mam street to witness 
h I d h h f Booth Hose The 18th Connect1·cut and and still make time to play 

t e great spectac e an ear t e roar O Olde Ri'pton. The music blends as earth-life ends the drum and the shrill sound of the fife. 
In this manner the 5th Annual Muster All of the Corps did an excellent job with angels now he sings 
came to an end. 13 Corps accepted the with their varied stand pieces which The Heavens roar with sounds galore 
. ·t . d ded h' h' h came at the be.,,;nni·ng of the muster. and smiles, that his memory brings. 
mv1 at1on an alien t is event w ic The affect they had on the crowd at the He showed us love as God above 
has grown steadily from the original 4 parade though, i·s wl1at l1as the town intended us to know it, corps that heralded the first attempt 
b k · L ·11 · 1984 Th" · eagerly a\"a1·t1·ng the 6th Annual His word5, his playing, were always saying ac m agrangev1 e m . 1s 1s a T 

great tribute to Dave McMorris, his Fusileers' Muster. If you haven't been, do it right, take pride and show it 
f ·1 d all th t h h you should make a poi'nt of not mi·ssi·ng Though it saddens our heart that we have to part am1 y an e youngs ers w o ave 
h · h · · fall h · the next one. In the pointed words of with a talented man such as this, 

ung m t ere m spite o t e negative our knowledgeable curator, "It's a great God knows what is best when he lays us to rest... 
odds. Also a great deal of credit goes to ti·me." so we wish Dave good bye, with a kiss. 
Ron Mosca the general chairman of the 
muster who, according to Dave, makes The opening ceremonies included the 
the whole thing possible. He certainly rendering of the Company Prayer by 
was a big help to your reporter during Father Swanson of the Local Grace 
the muster. Episcopal Church and a few words of 

Corps in attendance were, beside the Welcome by Town Supervisor, Mr. 
host corps, Marlborough, The New Augie Rotunno. 

The Camden Continentals, shown here leading the Parade at the 1987 muster, 
hosted very successful 6th annual muster on the weekend of June 25, drawing 
corps from several states. (story in the next issue) 
Photo by Mal Hinckley 

with love, Mark and Mary Logsdon 

As I sit here listening to the C. W. Dickerson Corps record, there are so 
many things that come to mind about my friend. But, what can I say that 
hasn't already been said? Each of you who were touched by this special man, 
may-be reading these words, reminiscing about something he said. Remember 
him. It isn't often that we are privileged to be in the presence of such an 
individual. He led by example. 

"We've come a long way together, and we still have a long way to go." 

Mariner Drum Major Wins 
Drum Majorette Medal 

By Bruno Leutenegger 

Jewett City, CT - The awards 
ceremony after the conclusion of the 
1988 Loyality Day Parade held in Jewett 
City on May 1st will be remembered as 
a momentous occasion in the history of 
the Ancient Mariners. Kevin Brown, the 
Mariners redoubtable Drum Major and 
Commodore won the medal for Best 
Drum Majorette in the parade. That's 
NOT a typographical error, folks - read 
Best Drum Majorette. 

Kevin, who was visibly moved by the 
honor being bestowed upon him, slow
ly made his way to the podium in his 
usual regal style to accept the medal on 
behalf of the corps. 

One should also mention that the 
M.C. of the awards ceremony was also 
visibly moved when he found that the 

"drum majorette" of the Ancient 
Mariners approaching the podium tips 
the scales at over 200 pounds and sports 
a bushy black beard. 

The Mariners were further honored 
lat.er in the ceremony when it was an
nounced that the corps had taken the 
trophy for Best Overall Drum Corps in 
the parade. This necessitated a return 
trip to the podium and aforementioned 
master of ceremonies to accept the 
trophy on behalf of the Mariners by 
their newly honored drum majorette. 

Although the Mariners present were 
immensely pleased with both awards, it 
was decided that due to Kevin's stellar 
achievement and distinction that day, he 
should rightfully receive additional ac-

"' See MAJORETTE, pg. 12 
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JUNIOR JOLLIFICATION DAY 
MAY7 

They made new friends---

They came from as far as Virginia---



 

They sailed Frisbees---

With guidance from Duke Terreri, they played their instruments---

It was a great day for the juniors a strong beginning for what promises to 
be another annual Company acti"ity. All photos by Darlene Grnes. 

Do you have a picture of interest 
to members of the Ancient World? 

send them to The Ancient Times. 
All photos go to archives 

or will be returned upon request. 
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Useful Information On How The Ancient 
Times 

I 

Can Help You 
How To Determine If Your News ls Really News. 

Most often, news is information about events of general interest. It focuses on 
events or actions that are open to the public at large, affect a large number of 
people or attract a large number of people. Here are examples of newsworthy items: 

• Fund raising events and attractions such as concerts . 
• Public service projects sponsored by your corps, (restoration of a public 

building, or conferences and workshops.) 
• Meetings featuring an interesting speaker. 
• Positions your corps has taken on important issues. 
• Individuals in your corps who have been given an award or taken part in a 

newsworthy activity. 
• Weddings and birth announcements 
• Obituaries 

How To Prepare Your News Release For The Ancient Times 
Tips to remember: 
(I) Always type your release on white paper. Double space your copy and use 

one side only. 
(2) Include the name and address and phone number of a person who may be 

contacted for additional information. 
(3) Always include - Who, What, Where, When, Why and How. 
(4) Begin with the most newsworthy information .. the Who and What. Continue 

in descending order of importance. 
(5) Use complete names, including middle initials and triple check for accuracy 

and spelling. (Remember, there are 3 ways to spell Smith). 
(6) Use addresses and telephone numbers only when necessary-check again for 

accuracy. 
(7) Expect the release to be rewritten and edited for space available. (This will 

only be done in cases of extreme necessity). Your release should be sent P .O. Box 
525, Ivoryton, CT 06442 or to Maurice Schoos, 137 Douglas Road, Warwick, RI 
02886. 

How To Write A Letter To The Editor. 
We always welcome the comments and opinions of our readers if they are on 

a topic of general interest to the drum corps community. Your Jetter should be 
no longer than 250 words and typed, if possible, and should include your name 
and home address. Send your letters to: Editor, The Ancient Times, P.O. Box 
525, lvortyton, CT 06442. 

How To Reach Your Area Correspondent. 
Northc11s1 Dave Migoya, 2269 Hollers Ave., Bronx, N:Y 10475; Art Ferrante, 

John T. Matlin Road I itt lc ComD1011 RI 02857; Jack O'Brien, 10 Church Towers, 

Drums In The Connecticut Colonies 
By Ken Morgan 

Every settlement such as Saybrook, 
1635, Hartford, Windsor and 
Wethersfield, 1636, New Haven 1638, 
and Guilford, 1639 had a "train band" 
of men equipped with their own guns 
and at least one drum. Often the drum 
was owned by the colony, and the drum
mer was paid especially for beating it on 
the Sabbath. In Windsor John Allen was 
granted twelve shillings and six pence for 
beating the drum from the top of the 
meeting house. In New Haven Robert 
Bassett was paid for beating his drum 
"twice upon Lordes dayes and lecture 
dayes from the top of the meeting house 
so that those who live far off may hear 
it more distinctly." 

The original Farmington drum, 21" 
in diameter and 19 ½ " deep, is pre
served by the Connecticut Historical 
Society. In the revolutionary era, most 
if not all drums were larger in diameter 
than in depth. Eli Brown, however, 
believed that a "square drum" - that is, 
one having the same diameter and depth 
- produced the best tone and volume. 
Thushissnaredrumswere l9xl9, 17xl7 
and 16x16. 

The First Methodist Church in 
Westbrook, CT was located in Kirtland 
district a t the northeast corner oft he in
tersection of the Horse Hill Road and 
the old Clinton Road which was the 
original Boston Post Road. Kirtland 
district was the westernmost settlement 
in Westbrook, inhabited mostly by 
Methodists. Until they could afford to 
purchase a bell they were called to 
meeting by the drum beat of one Sidney 
Jones, father of the beloved editor of 
the original Clinton Recorder, Allen 
Walkley Jones. That drum, No. 2061, 
manufactured by Cli 13row11 & Son in 
ntoomficld in 1839 wa, ownl'd nn<I 

seems appropriate. Eli died in 1855 and 
is buried in the Hill Cemetery. 

father also purchased a 17x 17 Brown 
drum from Jim Spencer of Center brook 
and a 16xt6 Brown drum from Capt. 
Collins of Essex. Both are now owned 
by Tracy S. Morgan of Old Saybrook. 

Alex Smith also sold me a 19" drum 
in which the labels read as follows: 

HARLEY CASE DRUM 19x19, 
1840. 

"Eli Brown & Son, drum manufac
turers, have constantly for sale bass and 
snare drums made in the neatest and 
best manner, Bloomfield, Conn. 1840 
No. 2107." 

" Harley Case - Stony Swamp Drum 
Corps, Rose Hill, Portland , Conn. 
I 840." 

"A. B. Smith, Clintonville, Conn." 
"K . B. Morgan, Westbrook & 

Ridgewood, 1950, repaired by Louie 
Pratt , Deep River, Conn. 1960." 

I had never heard of 1he Stony Swamp 
Drum Corps of Rose Hill, Portland and 
failed to ask Alex about them. 

Labels in the two drums held by me 
in trust for father's grandsons, David 
and Larry, arc as follows: 

JONES-MORGAN DRUM 17xl7, 
1839. 

"Eli Brown & Son, drum manufac
turers, have constan tly for sale bass and 
snare drums made in the neatest and 
best manner. Bloomfield, Conn. I 839, 
No. 2061." 

"Sidney Jones, Kirtland District, 
Westbrook, Conn." 

"Richard A. Starkey, drum repairer, 
Essex, Conn. June 12, 1856." 

Richard H. Stannard's attic, Essex. 
1880-.19)5." 

"Allen W. Jones. Kirtland District, to 
Robc11 R. Mo1gan 1915 to 1950.'' 
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No11hca,1 Dave Migoyu, 22691 lollcrs /\vc., Bronx, N:Y 10475; Ari Ferrante, 

John T. Martin Road, Little Compton, R1 02857; Jack 0' Brien, 10 Church Towers, 
Hoboken, NJ 07030; Scott Greenstreet, P.O. Box 303 South Glastonbury, CT 
06073. 

South - Ann Feder, !0304 Granite Creek Lane, Oakton, VA 22124; Bill Krug, 
2120 10th St., St. Cloud, FL 32769. 

Midwest - Mark Logsdon, 39425 Della Rosa, Sterling Heights, MI 48078. 
Europe - Mike Quinn, 6967 Dino, Switzerland. 

How To Place An Ad. 
The Ancient Times is drum corps' largest and most productive marketplace for 

selling Uniforms, fifes, drums, music and much more. Rates are $5.00 per col
umn inch. A 20% discount is allowed if ad is prepaid. To place your ad, just con
tact Dolores McGrath, I 146 Old Clinton Road, Westbrook, CT 06498 or at P .0. 
Box 525 Ivoryton, CT 06442. 

How To Submit Photos To The Ancient Times. 
We prefer black and white photos but can deal with color prints if the photo 

is newsworthy enough. The photo should have full information on who's in the 
picture, when and where it was taken. Include a contact person that we can call 
for more information if necessary. Photos wll be returned if requested, all others 
go into the archives. Send photos to M. Schoos, 137 Douglas Road, Warwick, 
RI 02886. 

How To Subscribe To The Ancient Times. 
Subscription rates are: $5:00 per year, $9:00 for two years, $13.00 for three years. 

For overseas subscriptions add $9.00 per year for postage. 
For group subscriptions of ten or more, a IOOJo discount is allowed. Send 

subscription request to Circulation, The Ancient Times, P.O. Box 525, Ivoryton, 
CT 06442. 

The Totoket Ancients, only all female senior drum corps in the Northeast, head
quartered in the Branford area of Connecticut, will be appearing in East Hamp
ton's 10th Annual Old Home Days Parade on July 9 and at the big Deep River 
Muster on July 16. 

Photo courtesy of Bili Pace 

manufactured by Eli "/\lien W. Jones, Kir1land Dislricl, 10 
Bloomfield in 1839, was owned and Robert R. Morgan 1915 to 1950." 
played by my father, Robert R. Morgan, "K. B. Morgan 1950." 
for over forty years. It was repaired and "Robert Atwell drum shop, Haddam 
re-equipped by Richard A. Starkey Quarter Road, Durham, Conn., 
drum repairer, Essex, June 12, 1856, November I, 1975." 
and by Bob Atwell, Durham, in 1975. 
In the interim falher supplied new ropes 
and ears along with wax and polish. 

Brown Drums used by the Westbrook 
Drum Corps 

Father's drum was the first of six 
Brown snare drums used by the 
Westbrook Drum Corps. Another is 
owned by Henry A. Wilcox of 
Westbrook, and a third by Robert Post 
also of Westbrook, inherited from his 
father Ray Post and formerly owned by 
John Doane. A fourth was owned by Al 
Foerch of Clinton. Unfortuantely that 
drum is not longer in existence. I am not 
aware of the whereabouts of the other 
two which were played by Bill Boone of 
Boone Circle and Russell Stokes, 
respectively. 

Three Brown Bass Drums are owned by 
the Corps. 

As yet I do not know where the Corps 
procured one of the first two but as I 
was drafting this letter I happened to 
pick up fa1her's 1914 Diary and on 
Monday, November 2, he wrote: "Went 
to Corps meeting. The Corps has pur
chased a Brown make of bass drum 
from Landon of Saybrook; it is an old 
timer." The third was purchased for the 
Corps by Rob Morgan from Alex Smith 
of Clintonville. 

Other Morgan Brown Drums 
From Alex Smith father purchased a 

snare drum for one of his grandsons. Its 
measurements duplicate those of the 
I 839 drum even though- sixteen years 
older. It was manufactured in Windsor 
in 1823 and the label makes no reference 
to Eli's son so it seems that some time 
between 1823 and 1839 the Browns 
moved from Windsor to Bloomfield and 
Eli took his son into the business. I am 
told that the drum shop in Bloomfield 
was located on Brown Street which 

ALEX SMITH DRUM l7xl7, 1823. 
"Eli Brown, drum mam1fac1urer, has 

constantly for sa le bass and snare drums -
and lamborines made in the ncalcst and 
best manner, Windsor, Conn. 1823." 
Number oblitera1cd. 

"C. E. Champlin, August 10, 1897." 
"A.B. Smith, June JO, 1930." 
"Robert Atwell drum shop, Haddam 

Quarter Road, Durham, Conn., 
November I, 1975." 

Labels in the two drums held by my 
brother are as follows: 

JIM SPENCER DRUM, CENTER
BROOK, CIRCA 1820, l7x17. 

"Eli Brown, drum manufacturer, has 
constantly for sale bass and snare drums 
and tamborincs made in the neatest and 
best manner. Windsor, Conn." Number 
obliterated. 

CAPT. COLLINS DRUM, ESSEX, 
NO. 284 

"Eli Brown, drum manufacturer, has 
constantly for sale bass and snare drums 
and tamborines made in the neatest and 
best manner. Windsor, Conn." Number 
obliterated. 

THE DRUMMERS 
Although at age thirty-five Robert 

Morgan was the oldest charter member 
of the Corps in 1910, he had been drum
ming since he was ten years old. His in
terest was undoubtedly stimulated by at
tendance at functions and parades of the 
Grand Army of the Republic of which 
his father had been a Commander. 
Knowing his young neighbor's en
thusiasm for drumming, Christopher 
Boone of Boone Circle, off the Pond 
Meadow Road, turned out a pair sticks 
and gave them to father. Having no 
drum he practiced on a cigar box, the 
well curb, and when he went up to the 

See DRUMS, pg. 11 
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By Bill Krug 

The SONS OF LIBERTY" Ancient 
Fife and Drum Corps was organized 
Sept. 24, 1947 and this is the way it hap
pened. Jim O'Connor and I Bill Kru 

The Ancient Time$ 

illih~rty 
~ncltnt 

tttth ilruttt Qtnrps 

all members sold the "Basket of Cheer" 
tickets, Larry Kron took the profits and 
bought our second set of drums from 
Con-Edison Post. 

Our first contest was Clinton Hall , 
Maspcth, N.Y. The ·ud es allowed us 

Nick and George Attanasio, who travel
ed 225 miles round trip from Kingston, 
N.Y. to Brooklyn, N .Y . to attend 
rehearsals. 

The "SONS" played at Freedomland, 
Bronx; Waldorf-Astor ia Hotel, 

John Pruslow, Bill Adamson, Harold 
Woods, Vic Wing, Roy Watrous, Harry 
Phillips, Ron Zuba, Al Malenko, 
Charles Ambrogio, George O'Brien, 
Kevin Meagher, Ken Marshall, Jim 
Doyle, John Amadeo Ennio Murr ni 
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Sept. 24, 1947 and this is the way it hap- Our first contest was Clinton Hall, The "SONS" played at Freedomland, Kevin Meagher, Ken Marshall, Jim 
pened. Jim O'Connor and I (Bill Krug) Maspeth, N.Y. The judges allowed us Bronx; Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, Doyle, fohn Amadeo, Ennio Murroni , 
returned home from the U.S. Navy in to compete with "8" men and Tom Metropolitan Opera House, 360th Jack Schubert. 
1946. We both fifed together in two Mayn as the drum-major, and we won! Hudson-Champlain Rhinebeck Ancient SNARE DRUMMERS 
corps, starting at the age of 9. We We played our first medley "Bunker Muster, N.Y.S., etc. (Charter Members: Les Parks, Fred 
searched for an excellent corps to play Hill" and at the "4" beat rest halfway The Corps won well over one hundred Novak, Bob Ahearne), Ken Lemley, 
with and somehow ended up at a rehear- through, the judges thought we fin- trophies from most all the New England Bob Thompson, Jim Graham, Don 
sal of the senior drum and bugle corps ished, so they walked away, then we states. Its individual members probably Freising, Bob w Ard, Vic Conte, Ray 
of Charles W. Heisser Post No. 179. started playing again and the judges hold more titles than members of any Saver, Howard Reiff, George At-
O'Connor and I played some tunes and came running back! other corps ever organized, and some of tanasio, Herb Weir, Cal Meyers, George 
from then on, Heisser was a fife, drum We rehearsed at Hoffman Hall, these are N.Y. City, N.Y. State, New Ripperger, Frank Luke, Bill Boerner; 
and bugle corps, winning many con- Queens, N.Y., with no air conditioning Jersey, Penna., Mass., Conn., R.I., not Lew Permahas, Bill Garry, Ken-
tests! The Corps attended Hudson and "wow," it was hot, so we moved to mention Hudson Valley, Mohawk Hammersfahr. 
Valley Field Day, early in 1947, but on- to Eagles Bar, East New York, Valley, North Eastern States titles, Na-
ly the fifers and drummers came, no Brooklyn. Larry Kron knew Father tional Open championships and World's BASS DRUMMERS 
buglers. Their inactivity prompted the Reagan at St. Cecilia's Church, Green- championships, won at the 1939 (Charter Member: Larry Kron), Jay 
fifers and drummer to secede, and form point, Brooklyn, and he had a talk with World's Fair. Tourney, Buddy Devine, Nick At-
the SONS OF LIBERTY. We met in this wonderful priest. He let us use the The "SONS" had quite a few tanasio, Jim McKeown, Tom 
many rear rooms of bars and grills for Lyceum Hall for the rest our years. members, who were extremely sincere McKeown, Ed Sturgis, Bill Westhall, 
our rehearsals and were thrown out of The "SONS" obtained the new red and actually "lifted" the SONS to their Lex Sinclari. 
meeting places for making too much and black uniforms from parade profits highest and to whom we are indebted! 
noise. One thing we all remember is and decided to obtain brand new In writing this article, I felt it was 
when the beer came up by dumbwaiter custom-made drums. Les Parks, Jim historic, that there were "13" letters in 
to the second floor. Graham, Bob Thompson assembled, the SONS OF LIBERTY and a total 

We had no money for uniforms, so stained and lettered them. membership of "76." 
we designed our own. They were made The "SONS" music, such as O'Con-
from U.S. Navy blttes, the vest and leg- nor's Q.S., Devil's Flute, Korn Likker, 
gings. The pants were white, but later etc., were written by me, Chief Musi-
changed to navy blue, as the white got cian, and I also arranged for the sixty 
very dirty when in use. The wives made piece Dept. of Sanitation Band, N. Y .C. 
all the jabots, vests, leggins and sewed The drum parts for these tunes were 
on buttons and zippers. We are extreme- written by Les Parks, graduate of 
ly grateful to them for their service. A Juilliard School of Music, who played 
this time we started to write our Con- professionally, was an instructor and 
stitution and By-Laws. The first drums drum score composer. Parks and I 
were donated by Tom Mayo's church. · cooperated in writing medleys such as 
They were shon drums, so we glued two Bunker Hill, Brian Bohru, Coladen 
together to make an ancient drum and Moore, Jamboree, etc. 
painted them black with red rims. After We also had a father and son team, 

DRUM MAJORS 
Bob McKeown, Frank Modruson, 

Arthur Olson, John Keheller 

FIFERS 
(Charter Members: Bill Krug, Jim 

O'Connor, Ken Schneider, Tom Mayn), 
Ed Fix, Don O'Shauhnessy, Al Keicher, 
Jack O'Brien, Tom Trainor, Joe 
Massetti, Joe Torritto, Gus Baade, Bill 
Fruehnhoffer, Rudy Keicher, Pete 
Rogers, Bill Keane, Thor Abrahamsen, 
Harry Lindner, Ed Olsen, Bill Schmidt, 

COLOR GUARD 
John Lefton, Lou Lucci, Bill Mit

chish, Brian Daly, Andy McGovern, Bill 
Van Dorn. 

CHAPLAIN 
Rev. Monsignor Joseph W. Reagan 

In closing, I also want to thank Bob 
Thompson, Fred Novak, Ken Lemley, 
Larry Kron, Ken Schneider, Jim 
Graham and Les Parks for their 
memoirs which helped me write this ar
ticle. We hope after reading the history 
of the "SONS OF LIBERTY," that 
even in the 21 short years of our ex
istence, 1947-1968, it helps the planning, 
music and organization of future an
cient corps! 

Sons or Liberty 

THE 
MUFFLED 

DRAWING FOR. ~ 
A Basket· of Cheer ¥ 

DRUM 
Buddy Devine 
Lex Sinclair 
Rev. Joseph W. Reagan 
George Ripperger 
Jim Graham 
Bob Thompson 

by !ha 

SONS.-. OF LIBERTY 
, ANCl~N'f•l'tN • OltUII COAN. 

at. HNIC!tl!:RP.j)CKER HALL 
Mm!• ·•ria Knlckorboc~or A;..,,. BroollJD, N. Y. 

SATURDAY, NOVBMOBR ZO~b. 1918 • 8 P. M. 
. PROCEEDS. FOR YNiFO_RM FUND 

DONATION 10• a J h, 25c . • ·• • 'IHANIC YOU 
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The First 100 Years 
Lancraft is a family name that has 

evolved into a fife & drum legend and 
a way of life for several generations of 
men over the past I 00 years. The corps 
originated in the Fair Haven section of 
New Haven, Connecticut along the 
banks of the Quinnipiac River. Rehear
sals were held in an oyster house owned 
by Mr. Ed Lancraft, benefactor of the 
corps. _Mr. Lancraft bought the first 
uniforms, a replica of the continental 
blue and buff uniforms worn by General 
Washington's army. He also gave the 
corps the oyster house which was to 
serve as headquarters for many years. 

The fine tradition of Lancraft has 
been preserved by is many dedicated 
members, both musicians and color 
guard who devote many weekends 
throughout the warmer months par
ticipating in parades and music exhibi
tions called musters. The color guard 
honors the first Americans by wearing 
Ind.ian garb with fu]l feathered bonnets 
and carrying muskets that fire blank 
charges as salutes during parades and 
other activities. 

Lancraft is known as a family corps 
as it encourages participation of wives 
and children in corps social events and 
after-parade get-togethers. Members are 
encouraged to stay involved after their 
parade days are over and many serve the 

corps in various business functions. 
The music of the corps is known as 

"Traditional Ancient" performed on six 
hole wood fifes and rope tension drums. 
It spans the period from Colonial times 
to more recent compositions. Lancraft 
was a competition corps for most of its 
JOO years and has compiled a notable 
record of 32 state championships along 
with 22 individual fife, 38 bass dru·m, 
and 27 snare drum champions. 

Its famous snare line has also won 2 
world and 4 national individual titles. 
One of it best known champions, Hugh 
Quigley, was inducted into the National 
Drum Corps Hall of Fame in 1987. 

Although considered a New Haven 
area corps, Lancraft members hail from 
19 Connecticut towns, a drummer from 
New York, a fifer from Massachusetts, 
and 2 honorary members from 
Switzerland who turn out with the corps 
when they are in this country. 

Lancraft has traveled to Switzerland 
and Ireland as well as many states to 
perform at fife and drum activities. 

The corps owns their own clubhouse 
in North Haven and holds practice every 
Thursday night. Visitors are always 
welcome. Anyone interested in member
ship or would like additonal informa
tion, please write to P.O. Box 28, North 
Haven, Connecticut, 06473-0028. 

By BILL KRUG 

DID VOU KNOW .... 

COJ\11\IANln:n-lN•CJIJt-: F'S 
l'EUSONAL •. LAC 

... that General George Washington was 
chosen to be commander-in-chief of the 
Continental Army, June 15, 1775 by the 
Second Continental Congress, 
Philadelphia, Penn. He was a.llowed five 
hundred dollars a month and expenses, 
but chose to serve without pay. George 
Washington was born on Feb. 11, 1731. 
After his nineteenth birthday in 1750, 
the British Parliament discarded the 
Julian calendar and adopted the 
Gregorian calendar. This change 
eliminated the days from January to 
March 24 in 1751, so Washington 
celebrated his twentieth birthday on 
Feb. 11, 1752, not 1751. To remedy this, 
I I days were taken from Sept. 3 to 13 
inclusive, the day after Sept. 2 was Sept. 
14, so in 1753 Washington celebrated his 
birthday on Feb. 22 instead of Feb. 11. 
. .. that George Washington's Personal 
Flag was flown during the Valley Forge 
winter encampment. It has also been 
suggested as being the origin of the field 
of stars in the American Flag! 

AN APPEAL TO HEAVEN 

...that General Washington had a "Life 
Guard" of picked troops contributed by 
each colony of the Continental Army in 
1776. Commanding the Life Guards, a 
force of 180, was Capt. Caleb Gibbs of 
R.I. Other officers were Henry P. Liv
ingston, Wm. Collfax and Benjamin 
Goymes. During the winter 1779-80 it 
increased to 250. From Conn., drum
mers Roger and Diah Manning of Nor
wich, played in the Life Guard as did 
Fifers Jacob Goodrich of Weth~rsfield 
and Frederick Parks of Groton . 

~ 
W i\SIIINGTON'S 

CllUISEllS ENSIGN 

... that an attempt was made to kill or 
=..;....;a....;;;.. __ __.,,·anan___0..,,~b.lrutlrui..Jn_,md..Lh"--_,J------------"-----.;l..--__J 



 

YANKEE MAGAZINE, which reaches about 3 million readers, features a col• 
or picture similar to this one In the July issue. Nationally known photographer 
Randy O'Rourke spent an afternoon in April at the Museum of Fife & Drum 
shooting for a picture to accompany a story on the "unique museum" by 
freelance writer Charlotte Libov. Pictured from left, are Moodus bass drum
mer John Golet, 70 years young; Trustees Dave Boddie and Bill Pace, with 
Moodus bass drummer and Assist. Building Mgr. Joe FrankUn at far right. 
Curator/Trustee Ed Olsen is in front and the boys and girls of the Junior Col
onials of Westbrook are on stage. 

Stranded in New York 
On Sunday, February 28, the In

dependent Empire State Drum Corps 
Association had to cancel their annual 
field day one hour qfter all the corps ar
rived because the judges, which were 
hired thorugh Joseph Policastro, · did 
NOT show up. 

Some 350 kids, most of which had 
traveled a fair distance, were left 
without a contest. 

As this was not the first time that Mr. 
Policastro failed to fuffill his obligations 
to this association (the Empire State) as 
well as to another drum corps associa
tion in New York. It was decided by the 
governing body to eliminate his judging 
organization from all future contests. 

Kathy Posekel, 
New York Andents FDC 

Photo by Randy O'Rourke 

Oh, Those 
Proofreaders 

We Ancients who are trying to 
perpetuate early American field music 
have a problem understanding why 
many people do not know the difference 
between a fife, a bagpipe, or even a 
bugle. Among those who understand us 
the least, we must suspect proofreaders 
whose knowledge about our activities 
must be next to zero. 

A few years ago, a local newspaper 
referred to the Kentish Guards Fife and 
RUM corps. More recently in the 
Westbrook Chamber of Commerce's 
"Welcome to Westbrook" booklet, 
there was an article about the 
Westbrook Drum Corps that referred 10. 
it as "an adult fife and DRUG corps." 
We all make MISTEAKS! 

COLONIAL UNIFORMS by the manufacturers of the 1784 uniforms cur
rently being worn by the 3rd U.S. Infantry (Old Guard), Continental Color 
Guard, Commander-in-Chief's guard and the Fife and Drum Corps. We pro
duce period uniforms of Presidential quality. For more Information call or 
write: 

SHARON'S SPECIALTY SHOP 
224 North Main Street 
Cheboygan, Ml 49721 

Tel. 616-627-5521 

Fifers Jacob Goodrich of Wethersfield 
and Frederick Parks of Groton . 
... that an attempt was made to kill or 
kidnap George Washington to end the 
American Revolution! In the conspiracy 
were the Tory New York Governor, 
William Tryon; Tory New York City 
Mayor, David Matthews and some 
soldiers and mus1c1ans from 
Washington's Life Guard, Sergeant 
Thomas Hickey, Privates Michael 
Lynch and Barnes. Also in this plot were 
drummer, William Green and fifer 
James Johnson. Hickey was tried before 
a court martial and found guilty of plot• 
ting to capture George Washington and 
deliver him to Sir William Howe. All the 
officers and men off duty of brigades of 
Spencer, Heath, Sterling and Scott 
assembled in Bowery Lane. Hickey was 
hanged in the presence of twenty thou
sand persons! 
... that on Feb. 1778, John Hiwell, fife
major of Crane's Third Artillery Band, 
was appointed by Baron Von Steuben 
as Inspector and Superintendent of 
Music in the Army. He was to standard
ize and improve the army's music and 
secure instruments. All this came about 

COMMANDElt·IN·CIIJEt~,S 
I.U'E CUAHD Fl.,u; 

because at Lexington, musicians came 
from several colonies and their fife and 
drum trained under different manuals 
and duty signals were not uniform. 
... that Major Henry Lee from the Light 
Infantry Camp near White Plains, N.Y ., 
advertized for fife and drum musicians 
in the Connecticut Courant (1778). 
... that Fife-Majors Aaron Thompson, 
Woodbury, Conn. served with a New 
Jersey unit and Benjamin Swetland, 
Somers, Conn. served with a Mass unit. 
Noah Webster related in his later years, 
how he played the fife as they escorted 
Gen. Washington's unit from New 
Haven as far as Neckbridge, Conn. 
John Greenwood, a fifer, later became 
George Washington's favorite dentist, 
who fashioned his celebrated dentures! 
The manuscript of "God Save the 
King," listed as No. JO appeared in 
John Greenwood's Fife Book during the 
American Revolution. 
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A Tale Of Two Records 
(Something old, something new-Prince and the Anglo-Swiss Connection) 

By Richard Sheryka 

1 sat beneath twenty foot high coffered cei lings, encircled by leaded-glass cabinets 
with a marble bust of Caesar looking over my left shoulder and a bronze of Franklin 
looking over my right; four archivists prepared the archan_e instrument ':"hich would 
soon transport me into the past. I donned earphones amid the sober silence of the 
the John Hay Library of Brown University and drowned in the super intense 
primal scream of a 1906 fife and drum record . Limited to two three-minutes sides, 
the music was stripped to its essence; played simply, played perfectly and played 
fast, starting at 124 and reaching 134 the music included bugle fanfares and as many 
tunes as they could pack in. . 

On to victory march . .. the Columbia Graphophone Co. record was of a pick-up 
group directed by Charles A. Prince (Sackett Collection #265.11). The tunes they 
played were (first side): The Campbells are Coming, When Johnny Comes Mar
ching Home, I ' m Captain Jinks of the Horse Marines, Oh Carry _Me Back, _a~d 
Coming Through the Rye, and (second side): The Girl I Left Behind Me, D1x1e, 
Blue Bells of Scotland, and Rally 'Round the Flag, 

Hot off the press from England comes By Beat Of Drum- The Guild Of Ancient 
Fife And Drums, Bandleader # BNO 1044. I would have to rate this my f~vorite 
after Dickerson on Parade and Empty Pockets, so if I now seem to be cn11c1zmg 
it, it's only because being a top notch record it m ust stand up to the highest standards. 

A handsome photo of three different snare drums is on the cover and the back 
notes describe the Basel piccolo; but a photo of the fifes would be of interest and 
are they natural scaled or tempered? Orum-chauvinists! 

Showing a little influence from 1st Michigan, the record opens with "The Drum
mers' Call," nicely done and, interestingly not in a 'Connecticut style'; the fifes 
play a fifth lower with a greater emphasis in making a 'pretty' sound, the tempo 
for most of the historic tunes are quite slow, and there's no a rticulate bass drumm
ing, if any. 

Then the second worst sin in a record is committed (the first is having a narrator); 
for ninety seconds the sounds of different drums are demonstrated. Better to have 
drum solo or street beats between tunes to demonstrate the different drums. 

In "The English March" the drummers begin to show what they can do; they 
are playing on a professional level, exact, controlled, and with a degree of restraint 
that suggests complete mastery of what they are doing. . 

With the first medley, the fifes show what they con do; they arc first rat~ but 
fall short of the god-like stature of Skip Healy or Fifes in the Fast Lane. Consider
ing that they are playing lower and slower than the American norm, I would expect 
near perfection; the fifes however, seem to. improve later, when playing more deman-

Dickerson Alumnus Returns to Bugle Line 
After 48 Year Absence 

By David L. Boddie 

ding pieces, leading me to suspect they then are playing English band flutes, or is 
the music just more familiar? 

"The King Enjoys His Own Again" is what we call "The World Turned Upside 
Down"; 'colonial' singers sing a different tune for "World .. . " which leads me now 
to question the correctness of our name for this tune; could there have been an er
ror in identifying this tune so many years ago that no one now questions it? 

Continuing to play in the 'authentic style' (a la Williamsburg and the B.A.R.) 
with no bass drum, slow, and conservative gives a different feel to "(Down)Fall 
of Paris"; but would it be as effective on a battlefield as our more strident style? 

Then there is singing . .. which, however well sung I would normally find out of 
place; but the fifes and drums carry on the tune and something magical happens 
leaving me to ponder the relationship between the human voice's styles and 
capabilities and those of a musical instrument. They actually made singing on a 
fife and drum record worthwhile; I was stunned. 

Two tunes follow, closer to our experience in style, but still without a bassdrum. 
Then with "See The Conquering Hero Comes" you can see how English fifes were 
pulled into the modern music tradition to become band flutes; they're playing or
chestra music with the drums (including bass) playing fills, providing colorations 
rather than delineating time. 

The use of cymbals and triangles in" ... The Conquering Hero ... " seemed totally 
appropriate; I might even suggest, "Why not a Jingling Jonny?" But I couldn't, 
just couldn't accept the next tune, "Toledo" played with castanets. Castanets! I'm 
sorry, maybe it's me; I can enjoy the sultry 3/4 tempo and the New York Regimen
talesque harmonies . .. And yet, which tune do you think l hear in my head all the 
time now? Oh, ghost of Morris County l fear thee most of all. 

As you might infer, the style of the record has become quite 'modern' now. "It's 
A Long Way To Tipperary" is much like George M. Cohan; and "San Lorenzo" 
is just loaded with tricky little fife licks. The first side ends with a German march, 
by now seemingly closer to our own style than it would have seemed before. 

This sweep of musical styles will leave me breathless; and not even one ' Connec
ticut style' rendering. 

The flip side, if you're ready for culture shock, is all Swiss music; now I can't 
pretend to know much about Swiss music, but l couldn't find any flaws with this 
side at all. One might ask why you would buy an English record of Swiss music 
when you can buy a Swiss one; but, if I were Swiss l would want to hear how well 
these compare with the real thing. Perhaps a Swiss review of this record would be 
interesting. 

One final note of praise is due to Ray Pickett, Recording Engineer. This has the 
best sound of any fife and drum recording I have ever heard (a difficult combina
tion to record); the balance between fifes and drums is perfect and with just enough 
reverberation to make it 'live' bllt not muddy. 

I like this record for its quality, variety of styles, and its sweep of history. It's 
interesting to view our own music from the viewpoint of slightly different musical 
traditions; the back notes describe Swiss drumsticks as "dauntingly thick and heavy"; 
I wonder what they would think of Moodus ... 
An interesting question might be whether the drummers used the 'Berger notation': 
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After 48 Year Absence 
By David L. Boddie 

Lorn Arthur joined Boy Scout Troop 
#16 in 1933 and as he already knew how 
to play a trumpet, he became a member 
of the corps bugle line almost im
mediately. For seven years he played 
with the corps until Ile was drafted in the 
army in 1940. When he returned to 
civilian life he was too busy earning a 
living to return to the corps so he 
became one of the crowd that cheered 
lhe guys as they marched in New 
Rochelle every Memorial Day. 

Four years ago the Old Time Corps 
members go1 together and formed a 
Dickerson Alumni Association which is 
currently going very strong with 
members all over the country. Recently 
Lorn retired from his long time vocation 

D.C.T. 
(Drum Corps Trivia) 

Kilt or Lilt? 
Kevin Brown, the forthright drum 

major of the Ancient Mariners, recent
ly won an award for the best 
M A J O R E T T E in the parade. 
Since he wasn't wearing a kilt it must 
have been the lilt that swayed the judges. 
Even the beard didn' t dissuade them. 
Do you think he can now join the 
AL ES? 

Whar's The Hat? 
Mal Hinckley, the man with the 

cameras, has been seen over the last few 

as proprietor of a hair styling establish
ment and decided to help the corps in 
any way he could. Pressed into service 
to teach bugle to the newcomers the 
alumni was bringing into the corps, 
Lorn got his lip back in shape and was 
forced to accompany the corps on a 
"job" to help bring up the required 
number of musicians. He did such a fine 
job and enjoyed the event so much that 
he has not missed an event since and 
plans to play the full schedule of 
parades, musters and exhibitions. 

Lorn is looking forward to playing in 
England with the corps in 1989. All of 
this after 48 years absence. You don't 
have to be crazy to belong to a corps, 
but it helps! 

years at almost every event from the 
Holly Jolly in January to the Christmas 
Parade in December-rain or shine he 
has always been seen and recognized by 
the "hat with all the buttons." Would 
you believe he showed up at the 
Fusilleers Muster without the hat and 
the muster was almost over before the 
people recognized him. He said he 
forgot it. You can always tell when you 
are getting along in years. First the 
memory goes and I can't remember the 
other things. 

Do You Have any Items for the 
D C T Column? If so, put it on paper 
and send it to: ANCIENT TIMES, P .0. 
Box 525, lvoryton, CT 06442 and please 
put D C T on the outside. 

We are Manufacturers of Band Uniforms With Over 20 Vean Eq,c,rience 
and Can Duplicate Any and All Styles of Drum Corps Uniforms Maaofac
tured from Basic Uniform Fabrics. Send Us a Sample Uniform a.ad We will 
Gladly Submit a Written P rice Quote, Material Swatches aod Ddiverie$ 
Without Any Commitment on Your P;irt, - -

UNIFORM WORLD MARCHING, INC. 
1271 Bay Street 

Staten Island, NY 10305 

or the old Swiss notation: 
I 

:I :t-~-
,., . " 
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~. 

SWISS MARlNERS from Basel will be making their first group visit since 1984. 
The Mariner-men fro m the banks of the Rhine River will appear at the Deep 
River Tattoo on July 1S and in the parade at the Deep River muster on July 16. 

The Cullen 
Insurance Agency, Inc. 

135 Church St,, Guilford, CT 06437 
WIUiam M. Kinnare, President 

Office: 203-453-4829 
Home: .203-421-4636 

Photo courtesy of Bill Pace 

SWEETHEART 
FLUTE CO. 

32 So. Maple St. 
Enfield CT. 06082 

Barouque and "Irish" Flutes 
Fifes, Flageolettes, Tabor 

Pipes and Tin Whistles 
Wrile for brochure and/ or an1ique nu1e tis! 
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Wilkes College Percussion Ensemble 
Getting Into Ancient Movement 

By Dominick Cuccia 

I'm a snare drummer/instructor with 
the Young Colonials of Carmel, New 
York. At the moment I am also a 

. Junior-Percussion Music Education Ma
jor at Wilkes College in Pennsylvania. 
When I began my studies at Wilkes, the 
only backgr.ound I had in percussion 
was my rudimental snare drumming. 
However, over the past 2½ years I have 
studied and learned more about percus
sion than I ever imagined possible. By 
the same token, with the help of an open 
minded percussion teacher, Bob Nowak, 
I've also been able to expose some Penn
sylvania audiences to rudimental 
drumming. 

In the spring of 1987, Bob gave me 
the opportunity to put together a 
rudimental production to be part of our 
spring tour and concert. He gave me the 
freedom to do whatever I wanted and 
present it in my own way. I decided to 
split the show up into two parts
traditional rudimental and contem
porary rudimental. I felt this would give 
a complete view of how rudimental 
drumming is presented on the Ancient 
circuit. 

Getting the drum line to learn the 
music was an enjoyable job. We had 3 
snare drummers and one bass drummer. 
All of these performers being excellent 
musicians, we had the parts down in no 
time. For the concert, we used my fami
ly's 4 rope tension drums. 

We opened the show with a short 6/8 
selection, much to the delight of the 

audience. The next selection we per
formed was made up of two popular 
Ancient compositions, Bonaparte 
Crossing the Rhine and the Downfall of 
Paris. These drum parts helped present 
the traditional style of rudimental drum
ming. For the closer to this portion of 
the concert, I composed a solo showing 
the contemporary side of rudimental 
drumming. This composition was com
plete with quick rolls, snare rudiments 
on bass, tempo changes, Swiss 
rudiments and visuals. 

The whole program went over so well 
that 0ne of my friends, Stephen Fidyk, 
also a percussion major, presented a 
recital in April l 988, with a portion be
ing performed on traditional rope ten
sion drums. In the Fall of 1988 we will 
be doing, on our percussion ensemble 
concert, another rope tension drum 
presentation. Also on August 19, 20 and 
21 of this summer, the Young Colonials 
of Carmel, N.Y. will be hosting a muster 
and at the moment, it looks very possi
ble that members of the Wilkes College 
Percussion Ensemble will be on hand to 
perform. 

I believe this is a strong step in the 
progress of the Ancient Movement. If 
we could get more schools, high schools 
and colleges, exposing more people to 
the great activity that we Ancients have, 
it would be a giant plus for the educa
tional system and a strong support for 
The Company as well! 

From the Registrar 

The Company of Fifers i Drummers 

Book ol Minutes 

The minutes of the April 16 General 
Meeting of the Company do not appear 

as they had not been received at press 
time. 

Museum Up-Date 
After his speech recently at a meeting 

of The Deep River Historical Society, 
Curator Ed Olsen was pleasantly sur
prised when the Society presented to The 
Museum of Fife & Drum their entire col
lect.ion of the Deep River Drum Corps' 
memorabilia. 

Among the many items are several 
uniforms, elaborately decorated with 

gold braid, in the style worn at the turn 
of the century, several drums, one be
ing an Eli Brown Drum made in 1820. 

This drum now ranks as the oldest 
drum in the museum's collection. 

A special display is being developed 
with the hope that it will be ready for 
showing the weekend of the DRAM. 

It was reported in the last issue that Germantown's Jim Heirspeil had bet The 
Long Island Minutemen's Larry Kron that he couldn't sell Arnold Bird of Ger
mantown just ONE "mortgage deed." Here is proof positive that Larry won 
the bet. Proud new "owner" of one square foot of property, Arnold Bird, 
center, makes Larry happy while Jim, at right, feels a little foolish for having 
doubted Arnold's support of The Company. 



 

By David Boddie, Registrar 

Corps Roster Changes 
ANCIENT Mariners of Connectkut. Alternate Delegate, Scott Greenstreet, P.O. 
Box 303, South Glastonbury, CT 06073, Tel. (203) 633-5742. 

* DRUMS from page 7 

pasture to get the cows the sticks went 
with him and he drummed on the bar 
posts. Those sticks are preserved and 
cherished today. 

You may recall that my bicentennial 
article, "The Origin of the Westbrook 
Drum Corps," identified the drummers 
and fifers. Of the snare drummers I said 
in part: "The snare drum section was 
loaded with talent - men who never 
ceased practicing. It included Russell 
Stokes, one of the finest, who was a 
perfectionist by nature. He did 
everything well and was an excellent 
skater and golfer and an able greens 
keeper at the Quotonset Golf Club. BiU 
Boone, a left hander, Paul Post and Al 
Focrch were powerful drummers. There 
were also the brothers John and Bill 
Mulcare, John Doane, Evelyn Wright 
and Robert R. Morgan whose chief 
avocation was the Corps. He was still 
active at eighty." 

I also spoke of Louis Pratt of Deep 
River whose fame is well known to all 

PRESENTS 
AUTHENTIC 

Fife and Drum Corps Hats 
For the finest quality headwear 

you can buy. Call or write 

Ancients in the Connecticut Valley, a 
most remarkably talented man who 
taught both fifing and drumming. He, 
in turn, had been privileged to benefit 
from the teaching of the legendary 
Enoch Sawyer of Chester, one of, if not 
the most famous of the Connecticut 
Valley drummers. 

At this point we should not overlook 
Clayt Holmes of Chester, a powerful 
drummer who build drums in his 
backyard drum shop, one of which I 
have, made in 1936, 17xl9. 

While the fame of the Moodus Corps 
is known far and wide I do not have per
sonal knowledge of their many wonder
ful drummers individually, except that 
I do remember the famous Dr. Cook of 
that Corps. He Had a summer cottage 
at West Beach in Westbrook and father 
used to take me along when he frequent
ly visited the doctor, to enjoy his many 
historical stories about ancient drum
ming in general, and the Moodus Corps 
in particular, and for valuable tips on 

(201) 371-9100 1439 ~pringfield Ave., Irvington, N.J. 07111 

doubted Arnold's support of The Company. 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
THE COMPANY OF FIFERS & DRUMMERS, INC. 

NAME _______ ____________ _ 

ADDRESS ______ _______ _____ _ 
CITY _ _______ STATE _____ ZIP ____ _ 

1ST ANY DRUM CORPS YOU ARE, OR HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATED 
WITH 

LIST MUSICAL INSTRUMENT YOU HAVE PLA YEO 

Make check or money order for SlO. 00 payable to The Company of Fifers & Drum
men, Inc. and mail along with this application to: Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 
J2J, Ivory/on, er Q6,U2.Jncludes subscription to Ancient Times . 

Overseas Applicants Add $9.00 For Postage And Handling A.T. 

drumming. If I recall correctly, Dr. 
Cook taught father the beat for the 
"Downfall of Paris." 

For the story of Alex Smith, the ap
ple grower of Clintonville, and his 
possession of the largest collection of 
Brown drums in existence, so far as I 
know, one may always refer to the arti
cle about him which appeared in the An
cient Times (Vol. IV. No. I. Summer 
1976). 

That article should be required 
reading for all ancient drummers yet 

unborn. 
The foregoing, of course, merely 

scratches the historical surface of an
cient drumming in Connecticut; it's just 
the recollection of one who has been out 
of touch for a long, long time. Perhaps 
if you look hard you will find a little 
something of interest. 

It would be remiss of me if I failed 
to assure one of the greatest that I 
always remember that without the fifes 
the drummers would be pretty 
uninspiring. 

~{HJ~~~(gj~ 
PRINTING AND OFFICE SUPPLIES 

158 Main Street - Deep River, Connecticut 06417 
OWNED & OPERATED BY MARGARET & FLOYD DEMPSEY 

526-3503 526-4937 



 

VOL. XV No. 2 Summer 1988 

Ancients Activities Calendar 1988 
June 25-26-CAMDEN, NY-Camden Continentals Muster. The muster parade 

on Saturday will start at 12 noon. A large camping area is available. Con
tact : Jeff Waterman, 9549 Harden Blvd., Camden, NY 13316, (315) 
245-0702. 

July 9-NORTH HAVEN, CT-Lancraft Fife & Drum Corps, will hold their 
100th Anniversary, Festival Field Day with a muster, parade, concert type 
day. Approx. starting time 2 p.m., with the parade at 5 or 6 p. m. (details 
will follow). This is an open event. Contact: Gary Reynolds, Lancraft Fife 
& Drum Corps, P.O. Box 28, North Haven, CT 06473-0028, (203) 
245-7673. 

July 15-16- DEEP RIVER, CT- Deep River Ancient Muster. Tattoo 7 p.m. 
Friday night, parade steps off 12 noon Saturday with muster to follow. 
this is an open muster with all corps welcome! Camping is limited to out 
of state corps only. Contact: Cindy Kehoe, 63 Castle Heights, Deep River, 
CT 06417, or Deep River Corps, P.O. Box 135, Deep River, CT 06417, 
(203) 526-43 I 7. 

July 17-IVORYTON, CT-FIFE AND DRUM WORKSHOP - Museum of 
Fife & Drum, 62 North Main Street, lvoryton, CT, 10:30 am to I :00 pm, 
DISCUSSION AND DEMONSTRATIONS - Elements of music, reading 
and interpretation of basic fife and drum music; demonstrations of fifing 
styles, rudimental drumming styles. Contact Jim Clark, 12 Falcon Ter
race, Middletown, CT06457, (203) 346-3232 or Ed Classey, (203) 767-1669. 
(Sunday morning after the Deep River and Westbrook Muster. 

Aug. 5-7-MONTPELIER, VT- Hanaford 's Volunteers Fyfe & Drum Corps 
and the Green Mountain Regiment Fife & Drum Corps Muster. Parade 
line up 11 a.m. Saturday, August 6 with Muster to follow on the green 
in front of the state capitol. Camping from 12 noon Fri. till 12 noon Sun. 
on the grounds of the Montpelier High School. Showers will be provid
ed. Limited to 25 corps. Contact: Jane Mullen, Box 322, West Bolton, 
Jericho, VT 05465 (802) 434-3135 after 3 p.m. 

Aug 6-TEN NENT, NJ-New Jersey Colonial Militia muster, (near Freehold) 
This muster is by invitation only but anyone interested in attending should 
contact: Jack Belles, 5 Mendham Ave., Morristown, NJ 07960 (201) 

Ancient Times 
P.O. Box 525 
Ivoryton, CT 06442 

CHECK YOUR LABEL 
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

HAS EXPIRED 

NOTICE 
Due to the ever escalating costs of 

mailing overseas, we regret that we have 
to again increase the price of The An
cient Times for overseas subscribers. 

Effective August I, 1988, the overseas 
rates will be adjusted to be the same as 
the domestic rates but there will be a 
$9.00 charge for postage and 
handling for each year's subscription. 

The new rates will be: 
One year $14.00 
Two years $27.00 
Three years $40.00 

For the same reason, $9 .00 will be 
added to overseas Individual Member
ship dues to cover the cost of mailing 
those members The Ancient Times. 

It is unfortunli!e that the cost of mail
ing to our ov~rseas friends is greater 
than the cost of publishing, and we hope 
that they will understand. 

Non-profi1 Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Warwick, R.I. 
Permit No. 336 

If the code in your address is 

15-2 
RE-SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

David L. Boddie 
Memorial Fund 

~ 

Contributions to The David L. 
Boddie Memorial Fund have been 
received from many, many of Dave's 
friends and more are being received each 
day according to Buzz Allen who is 
administering the fund. 

Some sizeable contributions and 
pledges have been made by fife and 
drum corps, testimony to the fact that 
Dave was a very special person, loved 
by all. 

Contributions in his memory may be 
made to: 

The David L. Boddie Memorial Fund 
P .O. Box 525 

lvoryton, CT 06442 

Black Rock Day 
Festival Adds Mini 



 

s m s e s :v nv tat on 011 y ut u11yone mtereste III uttcn ,ng s ou 
contact: Jack Belles, 5 Mendham Ave., Morristown, NJ 07960 (201) 
538-3392 evenings. 

Aug. 14- FALL RIVER, MA- Fall River Celebrates America Parade. Con
tact: Wm. S. Hart, Fall River Chamber of Commerce, P.O. Box 1871, 
Fall River, MA 02722 (617) 678-9507. 

Aug. 19-20-CARMEL, NY- Young Colonials Jr. Ancient Fyfe & Drum Corps 
Muster, Lake Carmel, NY. Saturday, August 20, a short parade starts 
at approx. 12 noon with the muster to follow at beautiful Putnam Coun
ty Park. Camping is available with flush toilets, and plenty of room for 
tents, campers and trailers. BBQ Chicken dinner. By_lnvitation only. Con
tact: Gus Cuccia, RD no. 2, Box 12, Dover Plains, NY 12522 (914) 
877-9543. 

Aug. 27- WESTBROOK, CT- Westbrook Drum Corps 29th Annual muster 
and parade. Friday evening tattoo August 26, at 7:30. Parade Saturday 
JI a.m. sharp! Muster to follow on Ted Lane Field. This is by invitation 
only. Contact: Dodie McGrath, I 146 Old Clinton Rd., Westbrook, CT 
Q6498 (203) 399-6436. 

Aug. 28-IVORYTON, CT- FIFE & DRUM WORKSHOP, 62 North Main 
Street, Ivoryton, CT, 10:30 am to 1:00 pm, DISCUSSION AND 
DEMONSTRATIONS - Elements of music, reaidng and interpretation 
of basic fife and drum music; demonstrations of fifing styles, rudimental 
drumming styles. Contact Jim Clark, 12 Falcon Terrace, Middletown, CT 
06457, (203) 346-3232 or Ed Classey, (203) 767-1669. (Sunday morning 
after the Westbrook Muster. 

Aug. 27-28- LUGANO, SWITZERLAND- Third European Muster. Hosted 
by the Mendon Bannock Drum Band. Dormitory a~c?mI!1od_ati_on_s are 
free during your stay with us. Not invitational but parttc1pat1on 1s limited .. 
Contact: Mike Quinn, 6967 Dino, Switzerland, Tel. 00141-91-911239. 

Sept. 2-S- MACEDON, NY- Towpath Volunteers Muster. Celebrating their 
10th Anniversary on Labor Day Weekend. By invitation only. Contact: 
Towpath Volunteers, P.O. Box 31, Macedon, NY 14502. 

Sept. 11-MARLBOROUGH, CT- Marlborough Jr. Ancient Fife & Drum 
Corps Muster. The parade begins at I p.m. with the muster to follow at 
Blish Park. This muster is by invitation only. Contact: Ralph Pemsel, 8 
Oak Dr., Marlborough, CT 06447 (203) 295-9201 

Sept. 17-IVORYTON, CT-Meeting of the Company of. Fifers and Drum
mers, 2 p.m. Headquarters, 62 North Main St. 

Sept. 24-SUDBURY, MA-Sudbury Ancient Fyfe & Drum Companie, Sud
bury Invitational Muster (rain date September 25). to be held at 
Longfellow's Wayside Inn, Rt. 20, Sudbury, MA. All day event, parade 
approx. 1 p.m. Camping. this muster is by invitation only. Contact: Dan 
Moylan, 26 Bowditch Rd. , Sudbury, MA 01776, (617) 443-9123. 

Oct. 1-IVORYTON, CT-Jaybirds Day, Company l;leadquarters 62 North 
Main St. 

Nov. 19-IVORYTON, CT-Meeting of the Company of Fifers and Drum
mers, 2 p.m. Headquarters, 62 North Main St. 

•••• •Additional information for The Ancients Activities Calendar should be 
sent to Geri Iliff, 99 Morning Misl Road, Milford, CT 06460. Tel. (203) 
878-1S87. Please try to give the type of event, date, place, time and spon
sor of the event, the name of the contacl person and any other pertinent 
information for a complete listing. •••u 

You say that you cannot be there 
because you bave to take care of the 
baby? The Shorts of the 18th Ct. Reg't 
say "if there is a will there is a way." 

Photo by Mal Hinckley 

DEADLINE FOR 
MATERIALS 

FOR FALL ISSUE 
IS SEPTEMBER 1. 

MAJORETTES, From pg. 5 

clamation at the Mariners own up
coming Awards Night in July. How this 
acclamation will manifest itself remains 
to be seen. 

When you see Kevin Brown on the 
muster field this summer and fall, be 
sure to ask him if you can see his medal 
for Best Drum Majorette. 

Editor's Nole: Bruno Leutenegger is 
the nom de plume of an Ancient 
Mariner concerned for his personal well
being. 

Festival Adds Mini 
muster 

Bridgeport, CT.- Tlie 14th Annual 
Black Rock Day Festival, held on June 
12, featured a new musical attraction 
this year with the staging of an Ancient 
mini muster hosted by the Spirit of. 
Black Rock Fife and Drum Corps, one 
of the newest members of The Company 
of Fifers and Drummers. 

Featured was the Germantown An
cient Fife and Drum Corps of Danbury, 
Connecticut who came on strong with 
several up-tempo arrangements for an 
enthusiastic crowd of spectators. 

Other corps that participated in the 
mini-muster were the Windsor Fife and 
Drum Corps, the Milford Volunteers 
Fife and Drum Corps and the 
Marlborough Junior Ancient Fife and 
Drum Corps, all from Connecticut. 

A North American championship 
Pipe Band from nearby Connecticut 
closed the muster presentations; which 
were followed by the usual jollification 
which lasted about an hour. 

SUPPORT 
THE 

DRUM DRIVE 


