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First Michigan, Montrose Fire Dept. Morris County 
Donate to Museum: Boddie Fund Draws Wide Response 

Two Swiss Corps Are Guests At 
1988 Deep River Muster 

DEEP RIVER, CT-Friday, July IS it 
was hot. Saturday, July 16 it was hot. 
Sunday, July 17 was hot. The Connec
ticut River Valley was in the midst of 
one of its longest and "hottest" heat 
waves" in years ... but even the intense 
heat did not diminish the enthusiasm 
and the energy of·the hundreds of par
ticipants and thousands of spectators at 
the I 988 version of the Deep River An
cient Muster. One of the most enjoyable 

· in years, primarily due to an ap
preciative audience and relaxed attitude 

· on the part of the participants. Friday 
evening featured the torchlight tattoo, 
hosted by the Deep River Jr. Corps, and 
featuring special performances by three 
special guests corps, the Plymouth, 
Michigan aggregation and two corps 
from across the waters who tied for the 
"most miles traveled" award since they 
are each from Basel, Switzerland-the 
Swiss Regimental~ and the Swiss 

elude until about 7:30 p.m. but no one 
seemed to mind, since there was still an 
enthusiastic audience on hand to cheer 
the musicians. Once again, the 
Plymouth, Michigan group performed 
as did the Swiss Regimentals, this time 
with a guest drummer in the snare rank, 
Jim Clark, who wore parts of his Con
necticut Yanks uniform in a nostalgic 
appearance. The Swiss Mariners ranks 
were swelled by the members of their 
brother corps from Guilford, the An
cient Mariners whose large boarding 
party preceded the fifers and drummers. 
Once again, Saturday's official program 
ended with an informal but solid soun
ding jollification. 

On hand ro help out with announc
ing chores were several new "voices" in
cluding past Deep River Senior Corps 
President Roger Clark who announced 
the corps during the parade and from 
time to time during the Muster itself. 

IVORYTON, CT- Ancient Museum 
Fund Chairman Buzz Allen reports that 
contributions continue to come in from 
several sources to help meet general 
operating expenses and permit savings 
towards the ultimate retirement of the 
mortgage. The Minute Men's Larry 
Kron, who conceived the idea, pur
chased the first 25 deeds in the special 
drive to help retire the mortgage. Deed 
sales as of August of this year totaled 
$7,440.00. The sale of the deeds was a 
major factor in our reducing the mort
gage from $55,000.00 to $40,000.00 dur
ing renegotiation with the Chester 
Bank's Essex Office, which now carries 
a 25 year mortgage at less t han 10 per
cent interest. 

Largest single sale of the deeds went 
to the First Michigan Fife and Drum 
Corps which purchased 1776 individual 
deeds for $1,776.00. The second largest 
purchase came from the Cortland 
Engine Co. #1 of Montrose, New York 
as a memorial donation in memory of 
Dave Boddie, whose Dickerson Drum 
Corps has a long standin_g marching 
relationship with the Montrose Fire 
Department. The firemen purchased 
$1,000.00 in deeds. Donations from 
several drum corps and individuals have 

corps for a fund donation, or directly 
donating a parade fee to the fund . For 
example, the 1989 bicentennial celebra
tion parade in Milford, Connecticut 
next June can earn $4,000.00 for the An
cients Museum Fund. This effort is be
ing coordinated by Ancients Fund Co
Chairman Bill Pace and Geri Iliff of the 
hometown Milford Volunteers. The 
Germantown Ancients are the first of 
several corps contacted by Bill and Geri 
to officially confirm their participation 
and donate any proposed fee for the 
fund . For more information contact 
Gerri Iliff, 99 Morning Mist Road, 
Milford, CT 06460. Tel (203) 878-1587. 

Fund Requests Continue 
Federal, state and private funding by 

charitable organizations and founda
tions is being pursued by our new ad

assistant to the Ancients 



 

"A ringer" gasped the spectators as they spied Ass't. Educational Commit
teeman Jim Clark, (second from your right) in the drum line of the Swiss 
Regimentals at the July 16 DRAM Parade. We could mention that the drum
mer in the foreground is bis brother-in-law, Victor MueUer ... but that's another 
story.---Out of uniform is Music Coinmltteeman Dave Migoya as he steps along 
with the Ancient bathin' suited members of bis corps, the New York Ancients. 
Photo by Ed Olsen. 

Mariners. The Basel Regimentals 
demonstrated much tighter fife and 
drum sound and the Swiss Mariners 
dusted off an old favorite of the "An
cient, Ancient Mariners" titled Fort De
fiance and the Robuck" and arranged 
originally by Ed Olsen and Ed Classey. 

Special recognition was given to Carl 
Emanuelson, Joe Morneault, Terry 
Malcarne and Debbie Mason Bielfield at 
Friday night's festivities. The Deep 
River Jr. Drum Corps presented each 
with an appreciation award for long 
years of service as members and instruc
tors. Following the Friday night 
festivities a well organized jollification 
took place at Devitt Field. 

Saturday's grand parade began at 12 
noon as is the tradition with the Deep 
River Sr. unit proudly leading the way 
with Muster Chairperson Cindy Olin in 
the fife sergeant's position. The senior 
fifers opened the formal Muster with the 
playing of the "Star Spangled Banner." 
The afternoon-long presentation of 
corps at the Muster field did not con-

The Muster Committee's Buzz Allen 
and Mo Schoos were also on hand, 
along with Joe Franklin of Moodus and 
Bill Ryan of the Connecticut Colonials, 
who revealed a "new" talent that he has 
l'N used in several years, since he left 
a career as a radio announcer. Field ac
tivities were under the direction of Steve 
Tavernier of the host Deep River Sr. 
Corps. 

On Sunday, July 17, activities shifted 
to the grounds of the Museum of Fife 
& Drum in Ivoryton where Jim Clark 
and Ed Classey organized the first of a 
new series of musical workshops which 
was well attended by fifers and drum
mers alike. 

The Plymough, Michigan youngsters 
and their parent-chaperon group toured 
the Museum proper before the 
workshop got underway at 10:30 a.m. 
Organized in 1971, this was the 
Plymouth Corps first visit to the 
Museum and their Director Ed Stutz-

See DRAM, Page 4 

·' 

$1,000.00 in deeds. Oonat10ns rom 
several drum corps and individuals have 
helped to swell the Boddie Memorial 
Fund to over $3,250.00 as of August. 

57 Corps Contribute 
The original drive for $1,000 dona

tions begun in 1983 has resulted in some 
24 corps, including the Swiss Mariners 
of Basel, donating at least this amount. 
One corps, the Sailing Masters of 1812 
of Essex, has paid off their first 
$1,000.00 pledge and in this, their own 
25th anniversary year, the corps has 
pledged an additional $1,000.00. 

Chairman Allen continues to stress 
that "all donations are gratefully ac
cepted in any amount" and if a corps 
is not directly able to donate a large 
amount of money, there are several 
other ways to support the Ancient 
Museum Fund, such as encouraging in
dividual members and friends of corps 
to contribute, encouraging matching 
grants from corporations where 
members of your corps are employed 
such as United Techologies, and 
volunteering the parade services of your 

Buzz Allen Treasurer of the Museum 
Fund, beams with pleasure al the accep
tance of a check for $1000.00 in memory 
of Dave Boddie from the C.R. (Chuck) 
Cole of Montrose Fire Company. Photo 
by Ed Olsen. 

Museum Fund, Evelyn Barnum, who is 
a practicing attorney affiliated with 
Counsel Bill Gallagher. A new source of 
revenue for the Museum Fund is the 
recently opened Museum Shop, under 
the supervision of Lifetime Member, 
Teddy Higgins. To date, more than 
$1,700.00 has been realized through 
shop sales. 

The Morris County Militia alumni 
recently donated $500.00 to the fund in 
memory of their instructors, Mike 
Chiodo on fife and Bob Thompson on 
drum. Jim Flynn, retired director and 
organizer of the junior corps, made the 
presentation at the Westbrook Muster. 

Fourth 1988 Workshop, Nov. 19 
IVOR YTON, CT-The fourth 

workshop, sponsored by The Company 
of Fifers and Drummers, will be held 
from 11 :00 a.m. to I :30 p.m. at The 
Company's Headquarters in Ivoryton, 
CT, preceding the General Meeting of 
The Company scheduled for 2:00 p.m. 
on November 19. 

Well attended workshops were held 
earlier this year following the Yankee 
Tunesmith's, Deep River and 

Westbrook Musters. 
There will be a discussion to deter

mine the interest in a future fife 
workshop at the General meeting that 
will follow and your participation is en
couraged. Drummers who plan on at
tending the Nov. 19 session should 
return the Registration form below to 
help the Education Committee plan an 
outstanding event. 

r---------------------------------7 
I DRUM WORKSHOP REGISTRATION NOV. 19, 1988 I 
I I 
I Name ____________ Tel. No. ( ),____ I 
1 Corps I I ----------------- I 
I How long drumming? ____ Area of interes._________ I 
I I I (Please Print) I 

I Please send registration form to: Jim Clark - Workshop I 
I Company of Fifers and Drummers P.O. Box 525, Ivoryton, CT 06442 I L _________________________________ J 
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name and home address. Because of 
space constraints, we may have to 
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plus $3.00 for deeds. 
Thank you, 

Don McCulloch 

We.st Hartford, Conoecticut 

Dear Editor: 
I would like to renew my subscription 

to The Ancient Times for three years. 
Both my husband and I enjoy reading 
the paper cover to cover. 

Mrs, Ruth Hayward 

Madisoo, CT 06443 

Dear Mr. Allen, 
The Madison Historical Society was 

delighted to bear about the history of 
fifing and drumming in America and to 

for any sort of publishing schedule. 
As I move closer toward my 

ministerial life, I find both Church and 
Seminary obligations demanding and 
within our University life college, we are 
now moving toward upper division 
teaching with an even more demanding 
schedule. 

Unfortunately, it all supersedes 
enough recreational time to include the 
column and the small amount of musical 
effort that I apply to my Band marching 
and few concerts. 

Having originally conceived "On the 
Common" it has been a particular 
pleasure to be able to write and illustrate 
the columns that I have done and to ex
perience the emerging reality of it as a 
communication medium. 

I have also felt privileged to have been 
able to associate with the many ancient 
musicians and contributors to the move
ment and the great personalities a list of 
which would fill pages, and of course 
"The Ancient Times." 

Anticipating enjoying rhe Ancient 
movement from a more passive posture 
I would stand ready to offer any 
assistance that I might in a limited way 
in the future. 

Gentlemen, 

Sincere Good Wishes 
Bob Riley 

Memorial Libraries 
Deerfield, MA 

My very good friend and fellow 
bandsman, Edwin Sterling of Keene, 
N .H., receotly visited your museum and 
broughr back glowing reports. Ed was 
down in the Old Lyme area seeking 
" roots" where his earliest New England 
ancestors came and settled "Sterling Ci
ty." He had read of your museum in 
Yankee and decided to visit. 

Ed and I both play in the Keene, N .H. 
American Legion Band, and in the 
Westmoreland, N.H. Town Band. Ed is 
nephew of an old-time band and fife and 
drum musician, and my grandfaLher 

Freeman I do not see in any list, so I 
may have mistaken the name. I shall 
have to check again. 

I have several early fife books, prob
ably lilies you are quite familiar with: 
one published in Salem around 1800, 
and another out in Utica about 1825. 
My interest in the fife, however, has 
been more "academic" as there are few 
if any fife & drum units in my home 
area. 

Thank you for giving Ed a tour of 
your museum. I would very much like 
to visit it myself, and will see if it can 
be worked into any visit down your way. 
I know there are popular fife & drum 
meetings and festivals around Deep 
River, but I have never managed to at
tend one. Ed's report of your museum 
and work with fife & drum history 
makes we want to. 

To the Editor: 

Yours sincerely, 
David R. Proper 

Librarian 

13925 S .W. River Laoe 
'Ugard, OR 97224 

May I call your attention to an error 
ia the Summer '88 AT . On page JO, the 
article "A Tale of Two Records" needs 
comment. The Columbia Gramophone 
Co. recording of the medley of fife & 
drum tunes, "On To Victory March," 
is discussed. Everything is correct except 
that it was not recorded in 1906. The_ 
year was 1918. In error, I gave the year 
as 1917 in "Tunes From History" in the · 
AT for Fall 1981, page 8. The Catalog 
Number for this recording is A2592, and 
is NOT listed in the Columbia Catalog 
for September 1918. On the other hand, 
Columbia Record No. A2577 (a ragtime 
piano solo) is listed. I have both of these 
records. A published discography dates 
record A2577 as having been recorded 
in 1918, which coiocides with the 
copyright dates of some of the tunes 
recorded (World War l material). 



 

preciate your interest and comments. 
Letters submitted for consideration as 

letters to the editor should be address
ed to "The Mail Box," Ancient Times, 

P.O. Box 525, lvoryton, CT 06442 

Dear Editor: 

Bronx, NY 
June 7, 1988 

It is with heartfelt sorrow that I take 
pen in hand. I was recently at a rehear
sal of the Young Colonials in Lake 
Carmel, N.Y. when I learned of the 
passing of Mr. David Boddie. 

I would like, on behalf of myself and 
the New York Ancients Fife and Drum 
Corps, to extend our deepest sympathy 
and condolences to the family and 
friends of Mr. Boddie. This man, whose 
presence was so very evident, will be 
greatly missed. 

Respectfully, 
Joe Culhane, Jr. 

President N. Y. Ancients 

El Reno, Oklahoma 
Dear Editor: 

Thank you very much for the,: photos 
of the East Hampton Fife and Drum 
Corps. Yes, my grandfather was present 
in each photo. 

Thanks a million 
John J. McGann 

Essex, Connecticut 
Dear Editor: 

Thank you for your hospitality to the 
Essex Pre-School. We enjoyed our visit 
to the museum, and especially the Fife 
and Drum music! It made us want to 
march. We greatly appreciate your time. 

Dear Editor: 

Sincerely, 
Carol 

Northville, Michigan 

When I was visiting The Museum two 
weeks ago I purchased a pin for $2.00. 
I was given the $4.00 musical pin by 
mistake and didn't discover it until I was 
home in Michigan. Enclosed is my check 
for the additional two dollars I owe you 

delighted to hear about the history of 
fifing and drumming in America and to 
see the most interesting slides you have 
prepared. Mr. Olsen is an excellent 
speaker. 

We are sending a check for $50 as a 
donation to your museum. We wish you 
continued success. 

Sincerely, 
Brigitte Brooks 

Treasurer 

Bethlehem, CT 06751 
Dear Mr. Olsen, 

I just read the piece in Yankee 
Magazine about Drum Corp and en
joyed it. I come from a Drum Corps 
family, maybe you knew my father 
Michael Healy who made drum sticks, 
or Judy Healy "'spinal!. The~e were five 
of us in drum <;orps, more counting in
laws and grandchildren. Good luck with 
the Museum. 

Sincerely, 
Helen H. Leonard 

(Mrs. Frank Leonard) 

Broomall, PA 
Dear Ancient Times, 

Enclosed please find a check for the 
amount of $5.00 to renew my subscrip
tion to The Ancient Times for one year. 

It's always refreshing to read what's 
happening in the world of fifing and 
drumming because unfortunately here in 
Pennsylvania there's not much going 
on. Thank you and keep up the good 
work. 

Rudimentally yours, 
Mark Beecher 

Stony Brook, NY 
Dear Moe, 

It is with a great deal of reluctance 
and sadness that I find myself writing 
the following to you concerning our col
umn "On the Common" which has ap
peared irregularly in "The Ancient 
Times." Existing unforeseen cir
cumstances have come to bear to such 
an extent that I find that there is insuf
ficient time to put even a meager 
amount of regularity to _future articles 

nephew of an old-time band and fife and 
drum musician, and my grandfather 
played fife in the same turn-of-the
century group. Ed and I share 
something of an inheritance! 

Although I grew up knowing the fife, 
I actually learned flute and piccolo so 
that now I never have a chance to play 
fife. I have eight or ten from my grand
father and some from Ed's unc::le. I 
looked them over last night. At least two 
are by Crosby, and one by Freeman, I 
think. I have never paid a great deal of 
attention to makers, however. Walter 
Crosby, I find, was a Boston maker; 

copyright dates of some of the tunes 
recorded (World War I material). 

For the record, a number of records 
of fife & drum corps existed in J 906. I 
offer a guesstimate of 20 at the least. 
Some of these I've known about for 
some time, but have never been able to 
obtain copies. One of these is the tune 
"Forbes Farewell," recorded by a New 
Jersey National Guard unit in 1902. T4is 
tune was later re-recorded by a "U.S. 
Marine Fife & Drum Corps," which i 
do have. 

CordiaJly, 
Jerry Heermans 

EDITORIAL 
Keeping Your Eye on the Target 

The target in our case is what is stated 
on our stationery-"FOR THE 
PERPETUATION OF EARLY 
AMERICAN MARTIAL MUSIC." · 
Our goal is clearly defined. We do this 
in several ways: by our good fellowship, 
by our appearance, our museum and 
library, our workshops, which have 
been revived with gusto this past sum
mer, and by our music. 

In order to reach our goal, it is im
portant that we do not allow ourselves, 
as members of The Company of Fifers 
and Drummers, to drift away from what 
we are attempting to preserve when we 
perform at musters, parades and other 
occasions. 

At musters, this past season, we saw 
corps come on "out of uniform." We 
saw one corps come on and present a 
lengthy marching and maneuvering pro
gram that lasted so long that a partici
pant in the corps following, collapsed 
from standing in the hot sun. At another 
muster we witnessed a long program 
which included Irish Step Dancing, a 
Flute ensemble and a drum ensemble 

that included cymbals, maracas and 
other various and sundry "traps", a ter
rific show, but hardly in keeping with 
our attempts to perpetuate early 
American martial music. Anoth ,r group 
usually sets up its own sound system and 
comes on with guitars and folk singing. 

These grvups are definitely not on 
target-if this is required in their area 
in order for them to "stay alive" that 
is fine, but when on the muster stand, 
be "Ancient" and aim for the target. 

Again for the past few years we have 
seen the tempo picked up way beyond 
that of early American martial music. 
This is prevalent in Junior corps, the 
ones who should be indoctrinated pro
perly into the goals of The Company. 

If corps directors do not take correc
tive action immediately, in a few short 
years, not only will we miss the target, 
but we won't be able to see the target 
at alll Let us remember: "TO 
PERPETUATE EARLY AMERICAN 
MARTIAL MUSIC"- that is what we 
are about. 

* 
The First Michigan FDC 

Bought and Sold 1776 Deeds 
Can· You Beat Them? * 

.1 
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A Tribute To Dave Boddie 
The parade ground is dark, the crowds have gone, 
The drums no longer roll, the bugles' echo has 
drifted far off into the night. ....... 
the light trill of the fifes are as silent as 
the songbirds they so well resemble ........ 

"The Day ls Done, The Night Has Come" 
Yet in the hearts and minds of those who came 
to see and hear, the memories will be a cherished 
treasure .... . .. . 
To be recalled at will, always fresh, always bright, 
until at last we will meet again ....... . 
In a new place, on a new day, when we shall clasp 
each others hand and say ........ . 

"We've Come A Long Way Together" 
C.R. (Chuck Cole) 2nd June 1988, 

Perfect Day Follows Muster Master's Nightmare 

"Honored Ancient" award to formally 
recognize these individuals every year. 
It could be in the form of a small pla
que given to the recipient as well as a 
master plaque in the Company Museum 

Several years ago when I was privileg- which lists all recipients for posterity. 
ed to be a member of the Executive Every year 10 inductees might be ac-
Committee one particular matter was of cepted with five being still active and 
great concern to me. That was the five honored posthumously. The criteria 
failure of The Company to duly honor for consideration might be: a) outstan-
those men and women who, in their ding contribution to The Company itself 
lifetimes, had contributed an excep- or: b) outstanding effort to the 
tional dedication and · effort to The perpetuation of Ancient fifing and 
Company and to the perpetuation of drumming. Individuals could qualify as 
Ancient fifing and drnmming. What leaders, musicians, administrators, 
drove me in this interest was how nice corps directors, members of The An-
it would be if the Company could render cient Times, teachers or even friends of 
such recognition to deserving individuals the Ancient cause. Perhpas a minimum 
while they were still alive and could ap- of 10 years involvement should be im-
preciate the fact that their efforts were planted for consideration of the honor. 
both recognized and appreciated. The point is this. We a.re at a time 
Somehow an article in the "Muffled now where the very people who con-

CAMDEN, NY-On June 24, in up- in his honor, in appreciation for his ef- Orum" column did not seem to balance ceived and formed The Company are at 
per New York State, the sleepy little forts in bringing musters to Camden. the years of unselfish time and effort a senior age. Their efforts are unques-
town of Camden was again awakened His unexpected sudden demise cast a these special individuals had put forth tioned as are their achievements. NOW 
by fifes and drums other than those of shadow on the muster but the corps' en- without any acknowledgement from the is the time to give them the recognition 
the Camden Continentals as the thusiasm was bright and we are sure that organization who benefitted handsome- they deserve. It is a shame that a giant 
members of 18 corps gathered for the this is what Dave would have wanted. ly from those efforts. like Dave Boddie be allowed to pass 
Continentals' Sixth Annual Muster held The muster opened with the Natio,nal After much research I eventually pro- away without the recognition he so 
on Saturday June 25. Anthem played by the Young Colonials posed such a formal recognition pro- richly earned. The same can be said for 

A Friday evening tattoo was not of Carmel, New York and the reading gram on an annual basis complete with many others. 
scheduled this year, allowing at least an of The Company Prayer by Mo Schoos. definition for qualification. My views Perhaps the committee should look 
extra hour of jollification which shook Midway through the muster, the and vision were not shared by my fellow around and recognize what it takes to 
the town until curfew time. featured corps, the Charles W. Dicker- board members and the issue died a keep a corps going for 20 y,ears or more 

Early Saturday morning was a Muster son Field Music put on a show that had quiet death. In Light of our loss in the as a director, or the time it takes to 
Master's nightmare as the day's plans just about everyone in town gathered past five years of such dedicated travel from event to event year after year 
began to unravel. As the corps were around the muster stand to watch and stalwarts as Dave Boddie, Lou Lavassa, to make The Ancient Times what it is 
forming for the pre-muster parade, it cheer their performance. The Dickerson Bob Painter, Ray Arno, Bobby Thomp- or the dedication it takes to instruct raw 
became apparent that the Weather corps was awarded the silver bowl for son, Dill MacKay, Earl Sturtze, Foxee recruits and bring them to excellence . 

. Committee Chairman had not done his being the largest corps, traveling the far- Carlson and others .... I wonder if it is The deserving individuals stand out with 
job-the rains came, an event that did thest distance to attend, and were a.lso not time to reconsider this matter of prominence to those who really know 
not dampen the enthusiasm of either the presented with a memorial marker and properly honoring our own. the inner workings of the Ancient world. 
participants or the spectators. To hasten American flag to be placed on the grave In my t 4 years of Ancient involve- Wouldn't it be nice to recognize these 
the start of the parade, Company of their former member, David Boddie. ment J have been able to closely observe people while they are still alive? 
Muster Committeeman Scott Green- The muster, with 6 Connecticut, 10 the corps all over the country and the Wouldn't that serve to further the im-
street, who was in charge of the New York and one Massachusetts corps dedicated efforts being put forth for our age of The Company as a caring, 
parade formation, started the corps off was an enjoyable one, so much so that cause and The Company. This is true in humane organization. 
a.s they were ready, ignoring the formal Dominick Cuccia came on stand three places like Michigan, Wisconsin, II- I hope those of you currently on the 
parade line-up, and those who were times in three different uniforms, Jinois, New York, Virginia, Maryland, Executive Committee will give serious 
not in Jio&.!lt tb&Aonointed . .t.i..mahu).u.o.htt--'Su,OuIDw..Ct ... i ... m..,c,s_ .... -.Jc ... 1 .. a..,yui .. n,.2_.t .... h..,c___.f_.i fuc- a ....... o ... d--..... R_nhnn.ad-.•-...u.h,IJLnd.-" ..... ....,"'" .... llA- "'-",W..- lll{ll.l,OlllJ..U,,.J_l,_iJW:U"J!.h.J'.,l!l!.tiM.a..oa:bAl'.A<U..-----"--= .... --
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parade line-up, and those who were times in three different uniforms, linois, New York, Virginia, Maryland, Executive Committee will give serious 
not in line at the appointed time brought sometimes playing the fife and Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New thought to this much needed program. 
up the rear, an arrangement that caus- sometimes the drum. Jersey, Pennsylvania, Vermont, Too many men and women are not and 
ed a little confusion for Company Taking the stand during the afternoon Delaware as well as Connecticut. In all have not been receiving of their just 
Muster Registrar, Eleanor Schoos who were the Deep River Srs, the Yankee these states one finds one or two in- recognition by The Company. The need 
was working from the parade line-up Tunesmiths, the Young Colonials, the dividuals who give freely and openly of is clear and the program can be 
sheet to inform the announcer. The Sons and Daughters of Liberty, the host their time for the benefit of The Com- developed for 1989 activation. For once, 
corps did muster in their proper order, corps, the Camden Continentals, Stoney pany and the preservation of our music. disregard the politics and apathy and 
however. Creek, Westbrook Srs, the Conn. Col- In many cases, these special individuals give these individuals the rewards they 

A second bit of confusion occured onials, the O.H. Booth Hose, the have been offering leadership for 20 have so justly earned! 
when the local constabulary Jed the Village Volunteers, the Middlesex Coun- years or more. Sincerely, 
parade down a different route than had ty 4H, the Junior Colonials of It seems to me that it would be most Phil Truitt 

Mendham, New Jersey been announced, causing the spectators Westbrook, a newly formed corps the just if The Company establishes an 
who had made themselves comfortable Adamsville Ancients, the Conn. Rebels 
along the announced route to scurry to of '76, Towpath and of course the ever 
the new route when they saw the parade present "F" Troop. The Camden Jrs. 
make a turn two blocks from where they and the 18th Conn. did not go on stand. 
were located. "F" Troup included musicians from at 

The last event to cause the Muster least six states as they formed the "Cir-
Master's hair to tum gray, was just prior cle of Friendship'' that launched 
to the start of the muster when the fuse another jollification that lasted until 
for the public address system blew, Jeav- curfew. 
ing the Company Announcer, Mo It was announced that in 1989 the 
Schoos without a PA system for about muster will be moved to the first 
10 minutes while the Camden people weekend in August to get away from 
were scurrying to buy a replacement conflicts caused by graduations, proms 
fuse. From then, the weather cleared and other end of the school year events. 
and the muster went • 'smooth as silk" It is the hope of the Camden Continen-
and the Muster Master, Jeff Waterman, tals that this change will enable more 
was able to relax and enjoy _the rest of corps to attend and again join them in 
the day. another fine weekend of Camden 

Early in their planning, the Camden hospitality, friendship and jollification. 
Continentals had planned to surprise · If you haven't been for a while, plan 
Dave Boddie by dedicatinp; the muster now for 1989. 

CAMDEN TRIO: JUN 24/2S-The host corps' Rich Waterman addi.ng his 
rudiments to the roar of Friday night's Jollification-Company President, Frank 
Orsini taking pictures with the lens cap on-Musters Committeeman Scott 
Greenstreet preparing to take over and save the day. Photos by Ed Olsen 

Specialists at understanding the specific needs of 
drum carps far Musters, parades and historic events. 
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Deep River Tories Honor Four Of Their Own at DRAM Tattoo 
By Rhonda Forristal 

DEBBIE MASON BIELFIELD joined 
the corps in 1974, went on to become a 
Junior, then on to competition with the 
corps. She was Fife Sgt. at the time of 
her retirement in 1985, but that did not 
end her career with the corps. Debbie 
came back as Alumnae Drum Major in 
1986 at the Tattoo. In 1987 she took on 
the job of Drill Instructor and was 
elected to the Board of Directors. 
Recently married, living in Wallingford 
and working in New Haven, she still 
manages to he in Deep River by 6 :00 
P.M. on Monday nights, For her four
teen years of service to this corps, Deb
bie was presented with an engraved 
medallion by the Color Guard Sgt., 
Brad Graham. 

All Photos by Mal Hinckley 

JOE MORNEAULT joined the corps in 
1982 as a transfer from the Westbrook 
corps. in 1985, as membership hit an all 
time low, Joe stayed on to teach and en
courage a new group of Tories. 
Although Joe is currently playing with 
the Ancient Mariners, be still finds time 
to add his support to our fife line on 
Monday nights. To let Joe know how 
much he is truly appreciated, the corps 
presented him with an engraved 
Medallion. Following in the tradition of 
the Ancient Mariners, Joe abducted our 
Fife Sgt. Sara Tavunier when she tried 
to present him with bis award. For
tunately, she was returned unharmed, 
later in the performance. Co-presenter, 
Meghan Grassl looks on and thinks, 
"Better her than me." 

Ancient History 
Swiss Friendship Grows Over The Years 

IVORYTON, CT-It was 20 years 
ago this p~s_t July that the first S~iss 

Boddie and Trustee Bill Pace. Trustee 
and Counsel Bill Gallagher hosted the 

TERRY MALCARNE joined the corps 
at age FIVE and still drumming with 
them. As an eighth grader, he was ask
ed to assist with drum instruction. After 
a short period with Uncle Sam, Terry 
was right back as Snare Drum Instruc
tor, a title he still holds today. If you 
ask the kids about Terry, they' ll tell 
you-"He talks to us"- "He 
listens'·' - "He understands us"- "He 
makes drum corps fun"- What higher 
praise can you ask for? So, with deep 
appreciation for his time, dedication to 
the corps and love of these kids, the 
Tories presented Terry with an engrav
ed plaque. The award was presented by 
Drum Sgt. Aaron Beard, Terry's step
son. 

CARL EMANUELSON was this corps 
first drum instructor in 1955 and taught 
through 1972. Known as the "Spark 
Plug" behind au corps activities, he real
ly kept things going and had a lot of fun 
along the way. He always believed that 
drum corps was a family affair and he 
marched along with both of his children. 
He took a less active roll in the late '70's 
but was always there with an encourag
ing word and moral support. In 1985 
wh,en grandson Scott joined the corps he 
was back once again. Carl was presented 
with an engraved plaque with a picture 
of the present corps at the top. The pla
que was presented by Bass Drum Sgt. 
Richard Forristall, for a grand total of 
33 years of service and dedication to the 
corps. 

16th Eastern Swiss Drums, Fifes and Bugles 
Festival in 1989 

Next year, from 22nd - 24th 
September, 1989, about 45 Drums, Fifes 
and Bugles from all over 

at !Basel, showed truly highstanding per
formances in our country. 

There might. be further corps in-
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ago this past July that the first Swiss 
drummer visited the Deep River Ancient 
Muster. His name is Alphons Grieder. 
He was working in New York City, 
spoke fluent English, had performed 
with the famous Radabang Swiss Drum 
Trio and was a former individual snare 
drum champion in Switzerland. John 
Moon of Colonial Williams burgh advis
ed members of the fledgling Company 
of Fifers & Drummers that a Swiss 
group, the Olympia Clique of Basel, was 
touring the United States. Contact was 
made with Urz Ganz, one of the earliest 
members of the Swiss Mariners. he also 
speaks fluent English and knew of 
Grieder's whereabouts in New York. 
Thus began a relationship among Swiss 
and American fifers and drummers that 
saw two American-style Swiss groups 
perform at Deep River this year and 
American groups appear in the third an
nual Ancient Muster in Lugana 
Switzerland, among them the Kentish 
Guards of Rhode Island and a con
tingent from the New York/New Jersey 
area that included President Frank Or
sini, The Commonwealth Ancients and 
the Sudbury Fyfe & Drum Companie. 

In l 969, Grieder, who had returned 
to Switzerland, came back to the D~ep 
River Ancient Muster, along with three 
fellow drum virtuosos who comprised 
the Radabang Drum Trio or Quartet. 
Transportation for their visit was fund
ed by The Company of Fifers & Drum
mers, which sponsored a journal under 
the management of the late trustee Dave 

bO'QOJe"1fflQ ITUStee'""BUI pace. I rustee 
and Counsel Bill Gallagher hosted the 
four Radabang drummers in his New 
Haven area home for a week. 

The following year, 1970, tlie Lan
craft Drum Corps and the Ancient 
Mariners appeared at the Swiss National 
Association Festival in Soluthurn, 
Switzerland. Following that appearance, 
Radabang member Fred Bruder began 
to organize the Swiss Mariners with the 
help of his fellow drummer Walter 
Mader, himself the founder of the 
Radabang Drum Trio . .. the rest, as they 
so often say, is history ... thanks to 
Williamsburgh's John Moon and The 
Company of Fifers & Drummers. 

DRAM From Pg. 1 

man was most enthusiastic about what 
The Company of Fifers & Drummers 
had accomplished with the Museum and 
Headquarters. In fact, the Plymouth ag
gregation practically cleaned out the 
Museum Shop, which is under the 
management of Lifetime Member, Ted
dy Higgins, who reported that Director 
Stutzman deserved a "tip of the tricorn" 
for assisting at the shop on Sunday mor
ning, July 17. 

As the "Sabbath Day Muster" wound 
down on the grounds of the Museum, 
all agreed that this was one of the 
"best" of the many memorable Deep 
River Musters-oblivious to it all was 
Muster Chairperson Cindy Olin, sound 
asleep in the Sturtz room's most com
fortable chair! 

W. ALBOUM HAT CO. INC. 
PRESENTS 

AUTHENTIC 
Fife and Drum Corps Hats 

For the finest quality headwear 
you can buy. Call or write 

~,,--~, 

(201) 371-9100 1439 Springfield Ave., Irvington, N.J. 07111 

septemoer, 1989, aoout 43"Dturiis, Fifes 
and Bugles corps from all over 
Switzerland will meet for a contest, 
which takes place every four years. This 
time our Union of Gossau SO has the 
honor to organize the festivities. In ad
dition to the competitions in different 
categories, marching street activities in 
the evening till the early morning hours 
will turn the town center into a place of 
bursting rhythmic fireworks. 

At the occasion of previous festivals, 
the Ancient Mariners of Connecticut, 
visiting their friends the Swiss Mariners 

tormanecs tn oureountty. 
There might be further corps in

terested in visiting such a festival and 
taking part in an evening show program, 
street activities and marching 
demonstration on Sunday. We as 
organizer can offer you free accom
modations and meals during the three 
days. We would be glad to give you fur
ther information. Please contact; Mr. 
Erwin Schmid. Landstr. 27, CH-9606 
Beutschwil, Switzerland (Tel. · 
01141-73-333'865). 

Jersey Ancients And Guests Muster 
At Historic Old Tennant Church 
By Phil Truitt 

TENNANT, N.J.-The Ancients 
returned to New Jersey on August 
5th-7th for the first of a series of musters 
leading up to the grand 300th anniver
sary celebration of the historic, Old Ten
nent Church in 1992. The inaugural 
gathering was a smashing affair set in 
an authentic 18th century aura of the 
Revolutionary War's Battle of Mon
mouth battleground and the church's 
historic grounds which feature a rambl
ing, picturesque graveyard with 
headstones reflecting dates as far back 
as the 1720s. The site's history traces 
back to George Washington, Joshua 
Huddy, Molly Pitcher et al so authen
ticity was very much in evidence 
throughout the weekend. 

This was a classic gathering of muster 
corps where quality and friendship 
prevailed even though the scheduled 
quantity of corps fell below expectan
cy. Five corps failed to appear and three 
others arrived with only a partial com
plement, but the absentees missed a 
great weekend of camaraderie, sump
tuous food, rousing music and beautiful 
facilities for fun and camping. 

Parade Through Historic Cemetery 
The New Jersey Colonial Militia 

hosted the muster and this was a big at
mospheric swing from their 1980 affair 
in Calaphon which featured a fireworks 
display. The parade featured the NJCM; 
The John Hanson Patriots/Star of the 
Sea Fifes & Drums from Indian Head, 

See JERSEY Pg. 9 

We are Manu!acturers of Band Uniforms With Over 20 Vears Elq,erience 
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Powerful Dickerson Tribute Headlines 
Outstanding Westbrook Muster 

By Phil Truitt 

WESTBROOK, CT.-The 1988 
gathering of the corps at Westbrook's 
prestigious muster will go down in 
history as one of the most powerful in 
the event's 29 year history. The music 
presented by the 38 participating units 
and the tasteful, yet moving tribute by 
·th,e Charles W. Dickerson Field Music 
to Dave Boddie, its lost inspirational 
leader, made this muster unique in its 
impact on all who were present. 

On display were very probably the 
finest corps on the eastern seaboard, a 
meaningful history of our patriotic 
heritage, the largest crowd in the 
muster's history (with the possible ex
ec tion of the Bicentennial music of 

could not help but feel that he was there. 
The drum and a silver plate were lat er 
dedicated to The Company Museum. 
There was a brief presentation of $1,000 
for Museum Deeds by the Montrose Fire 
Department of N.Y.-the long time spon
sor of the Dickerson corps. Dave's wife, 
Jo, was escorted to the front of the 
corps by Charles Nelson for a standing 
ovation that brought out many a tear, 
but tears of joy. 

Intermingled with these highlights was 
a superb and moving musical perfor
mance by the Dickerson corps. Playing 
with an almost controlled dedication, 
the unit literally rocked the field with . ,, 

as "First Bug.le Suite" and "Potomac 
Crossing." Beautiful stuff! 

The sequential appearance of the 
Patowmack Ancients, The Old Guard, 
the Connecticut Blues, Capt. James 
Buxton and Dickerson was clearly the 
day's zenith, but not far above the 
muster's closing sequence of Stony 
Creek, Germantown, the Union 
Brigade, the NJCM, Buzz Olsen's 
Village Volunteers and The Spirit of 
Black Rock. The quality of music here 
extends throughout the day and there 
simply are no low points. 

Both Deep River corps had stirring ef
forts and the young Tories/ Jrs. show
ed clearly that they are back on the way 
to achieving the high level they enjoyed 
in the mid seventies. The Marquis of 
Granby featmred the drum majoring of 
Todd Ford who did little to tarnish the 
long line of graceful majors that unit has 
enjoyed. Both Vermont corps (Han
naford's and Green Mt. Regiment) had 
strong performances as did the L. l. 
Minutemen, Lancraft, Nathan Hale and 
Totoket. Missing from this year's lineup 
were the popular Kentish Guards who 
that day were performing at the Euro
pean Muster in Lugano, Switzerland. 
However, the plaudits go to all who per
formed beca.use the music was sterling 
all day. 

Friday Evening tattoo 
The opening activity Friday evening 

featured the historically rich narrative 
and placing of the 13 flags around the 
muster field. Then came fine concerts by 
the always enjoyable Jr. Cofonials, the 
Sailing Masters of 1812 and Lancraft. 
0.H. Booth stole the show in the final 
slot with their nostalgic renditions of 
Civil War and WWI tunes that had the 
big crowd singing along with them. 
Finally came the inimitable jam session 
that waxed on with gusto until midnight 
on the field and well beyond at the near
by refuge known as the Sea House. 
More camping this year than ever 
before, but all vehicles wer,e kept out
side the gates. If there is such a group 
as the Nat'! Tent Manufacturer's 
Association they should have their an
nual convention here as every shape, 
color, style and make is on display. 

Final Notes 
As is the case evecy year, our hats off 

to Chuck & Dodie McGrath, Lee 
Zuidema and the Westbrook, D.C .. Not 
only are they a great herald of our music 
around the country, but they are the 
ultimate muster hosts. After this year's 
gathering it is hard to envision a better 
weekend, but you never know what next 
year has in store. Best bet? Be there with 
thp, rp.c;:t nf 11i. 

Dave Boddie's shrouded snare drum brought back many fond memories and a few 
tears as the Dickerson corps took the stand at Westbrook. Photo by Phil Truitt 
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mustcr"s history (with the possible ex
ception of the Bicentennial), music of 
both traditional and exhibition style, 
charming youngsters in full Ancient 
garb and the full array of veteran An
cients who have contributed so much to 
our cause over the years. Blend in the 
corp's universal dedication to musical 
excellence and the total affability which 
always prevails at Westbrook ... and 
you've got the basic overview. 

the unit literally rocked the field with 
"Ring the Bells," "Dave's Dream," 
their "Little Liza Jane" medley, a vocal 
tribute of "We've Come A Long Way 
Together" and, finally, their high 
spirited, double circling of the field 
march off before a standing ovation. It 
was clearly one of Dickerson's finest 
hours (in a long history of fine hours) 
and the stirring upbeat performance 
would have made Dave very proud. 

Tribute To Boddie 
Drum Major Charles Nelson led the 

Dickerson corps on stand midway 
through the Saturday stand program 
and what followed was a magic that was 
both tastefully executed and emotionally 
powerful in its message of tribute to 
Dave Boddie. Whereas prior occasions 
of this nature have taken on maudlin 
tones, Dickerson's final salute to its past 
leader was highly positive in its accent 
on music and the many joyful memories 
everyone had whose lives were touched 
by the dedicated and effervescent Bod
die. They did it Dave's way. 

Boddie's black shrouded snare drum 
was brought out and placed beside the 
snare line as the corp played and one 

Muster High Notes 
With this type of Ancient assemblage, 

the superlatives run freely. There were 
beautiful fife quartets by Walt 
Rynkiewicz and his Germantown mates 
and Leslie Roche and her New Jersey 
Colonial Militia companions. There 
were stirring drum solos headed by the 
exhibition efforts of The Young Col
onials and The Old Guard. The Sailing 
Masters of 1812 enjoying their 25th An
niversary, were the feature corps and, 
under Capt. Ted Nelson and Jim 
Ligouri, they were magnificent. The Old 
Guard presented an entirely new musical 
repertoire this year and, to this observer, 
it was the bugle line that stole the show 
with high degree of difficulty pieces such 

Ben Emerick's Capt. James Buxton Fife and Drum Corps enjoying a gain in 
numerical strength, march off the stand at Westbrook . Photo by Phil Truitt 

tears as the Dickerson corps took the stand at Westbrook. Photo by Phil Truitt 

International Muster Set 
For England In 1989 
LONDON, ENGLAND- London, 

England will be the site of an Interna
tional Muster in which corps from 
several European countries and the 
United States will take part on July 30, 
1989. 

The muster is co-hosted by the First 
Michigan Fife and Drum Corps of Sterl
ing Heights, Michigan and the Corps of 
Drums of the Honourable Artillery 
Company of London. Mark Logsdon of 
the First Michigan and Brian Herrod of 
the Corps of Drums are Co-Chairmen 
of the event. 

American participation in the event is 
limited to six corps and at this time, the 
Village Volunteers, C. A. Palmer and 
the Charles Dickerson corps from New 
York, the Colonial Musketeers of New 
Jersey, the Middlesex County 
Volunteers of Massachusetts and the 
First Michigan have indicated that they 
are going. 

Mark Logsdon has indicated that a 
standby list will be initiated if any other 
corps wish to be considered to fill in if 
there is a cancellation by any of the 
listed corps. Reguests to be placed on 
the standby list must be made in writing 
to Mark Logsdon, 39425 Della Rosa, 
Sterling Heights, Michigan 48078. 

Membership Committee 
Expands U oder 
Chairperson McGrath 

IVORYTON, CT-Monday evening, 
July 25 Executive Committee Member 
Dodie McGrath, chairman of the 
Membership Committee met with 
several individuals in an attempt to 
broaden the scope of membership activi
ty. The Ancients Fund Chairman Buzz 
Allen was present and offered several 
suggestions. Trustees Ed Olsen and Bill 
Pace also served as advisors. Darlene 
Graves joined the Membership Commit
tee as a co-chairperson in charge of 
corps membership. Graves is currently 
business manager of the Jr. Colonials of 
Westbrook. Scott Greenstreet is now a 
member of the Membership Committee 
responsible for keeping the corps roster 
up-to-date. McGrath said that one of 
the primary reasons for expanding the 
group was to include some of the tasks 
that the late Registrar Dave Boddie was 
personally handling. The corps member
ship application and institutional 
membership application have each been 
revised and are available directly by con
tacting Mrs. Dolores McGrath, 1146 
Old Clinton Road, Westbrook, CT 
06498. Telephone (203) 339-6436. Also 
present at the special meeting was Cir
culation Manager Judy Barrows who 
will work in liaison with McGrath's 
group. 

Pursuant to Authority Granted by the Company, Executive Committee, the following have 
been enrolled as 

Honorary Individual Members of the COMP ANY of FIFERS and DRUM
MERS, for their major contributions to The Company Archives and The 
Museum of Fife & Drum: 

George Carrol, Reston, Va 
Edith DeForest, Chester , CT 

Jerry Heermans, Tiga rd, Oregon 
Ed Otsen, Archivist 
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NATIONAL MUSTER-"Under the El & in the Forest"• 
age: 64) - O.H. Booth Hose Co. FDC from Po'keepsie, N. 
from Camden, N.Y. Photos by Ron DaSilva 



 

SEEN AT THE MUSEUM, PART 1-(A): Germantown FDC's "Swampy" Bird listens for canaries, 
prior to his corps' purchasing the former Company Sutler's van. (B): Oskar Giger, over from Nieder
wil, Switzerland for the DRAM calls his wife's attention to the Krug Fife Collection. (C): Former 
Chester drummer and Individual Member Marty Lineen ... up from Florida with his better half 
Shirley .. . examines the recently completed "Down in the Valley" di.splay, replete with priceless ar
tifacts on loan from the Deep River Historical Society. (D): Fife maker Ed Ferrary explains the operation 
of the old Cloos Fife Company's spoon-bit, that he donated to the Museum. (E): Walter Hamberger 
of the Swiss Regimentals, presents a hand tinted photograph of his corps and a miniature bass drum 
to the Museum's collections. Buzz Allen and Bill Pace display the new additions. (F): No one can 
say that Ass't Building Manager Franklin doesn' t take his job seriously. Photos by Ed Olsen 

50 YEARS LATER: Jim Sherman stops at the Museum of Fife & Drum to reminisce about his drum 
instructor, Acton Ostling, and the lime, at the 1938 N. Y. State Field Day in Peekskill, that Acton 
took his photo, (to the left) dressed in his Union Endicolt uniform, posing near the Individual Drum 
Stand. P hoto by Ed Olsen and Archives 

OFF GUARD AT LANCRAFT'S CENTENNIAL, juLY 9 
Great Ray Brodeur and long-time Lancrafter Hugh Quigle) 
reviewing the troops.-Ancient Mariner Drum Major Erner 
Swat Saum remembering the good old days.-Still on deck, 
old competitive rivals, North Branford FDC, including Bob R 
Kneal Chasney, Cookie Cammarotta, Curley Provenzano and 
are Company dignitaries: Museum Treasurer Buzz Allen and 
Joe Franklin In the foreground, plus Company Counsel Bill 
Frank Orsini and Past Pm;ldent Tom Connolly. Photos b 
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Retired Bass Drum 
take time out from 
tus, Babe Kelly and 
delegation from the 
dican, Geo. Linsley, 
owie KenneaUy-as 

Ass't Building Mgr. 
allagher, President 
Ed Olsen 

SEEN AT THE MUSEUM, PART Il-(A): Bill Pace makes a point, handily, at a Trustees'-plus 
meeting. Listening in rapt attention are Buzz Alien, ~ontrollcr Ron Chambers and Editor Mo Schoos, 
while Counsel Bill Gallagher reads his Pepsi Cola can. (8): Joe Franklin puts the finishing touches 
on display cabinets that he rescued and refurbished. (C): "Landscaping" goes in just in time for the 
DRAM weekend. (D): Ed Classey studies the door Chai he would soon install at the "Club Room" 
entrance. (E): Swiss snare drummers Walti Mader and Hanspeter Hirt admire the Soistman drum 

that the late Irving Block took such fantaslic care of. It was recently shipped 

] 

. from Indiana to the Museum by Irv's widow, Celia. (F): Ever the Engineer, 
Westbrook's Lee Zudiema examines the situation before tackling a problem 
encountered with a new exhibit. Photos by Ed Olsen. 

Barbara Young helps balance the model drum that husband 
Don ropes and re-ropes during his physical therapy sessions, 
following a long and harrowing confinement. Don, whose 
leadership and labors contributed so mightily to the com
pletion of our Museum, continues in the role of Building 
Manager in anticipat.ioo of the day he resumes complete 
authority from band-picked Assistant, Joe Franklin. Photo 
by Ed Olsen 

When Swiss Mariner, Urs Ganz, was married recently, his fellow 
corps members were instructed to attend the reception in uniform
and in uniform they attended, but not in their corps. Instead they 
wore various and assorted regalia, including the medieval costume 
on Willi Finnenger, with the whole thing presented as "The Peggy 
Bossi Brass Band". As near as we can determine, Ms. Bossi is their 
gastronomical equivalent to our Betty Crocker. 
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SOUTHL!ID !ICIEITS 
by Ann M. Feder 

The Tench Tilghman Fife & Drum 
Corps of Chestertown, Maryland, held 
their first muster on Saturday, May 

corps to attend. 
The Patowmack Ancients Fife & 

Drum Corps of Vienna, Virginia, was 

By BILL KRUG 
Did You Know ..... 
. .. that some fifes, used by Revolu
tionary War fifers, were made of iron. 
An iron fife, excavated at Colonial 
Williamsburg, Virginia, was made from 
the barrel of a fowling piece, then cut 
off in front of the touch-hole. One end 
was plugged and then they drilled the 
various finger holes and mouth-hole! 
Another one was found at Brandywine 
Battlefield and is displayed at the 
Smithsonian. The fife shown in the 
sketch which was dug up at Saratoga is 
featured at the Saratoga National 
Historic Park. Another iron fife was un
covered at Fort Union, New Mexico, but 
this one seems to have a nineteenth cen
tury date! 
... In a column of mine, I stated that dur
ing the Revlutionary War, Fife-Major 
Aaron Thompson, came from Wood
bury, Conn., but served with a New 
Jersey unit, this I obtained from a 
library history book. I then received cor
respondence from Sue Cifaldi of El
lington, Conn. stating that quote, "I 
would hestiate to ascribe a Woodbury, 
CT residence for Fife-Major Aaron 
Thompson of the 3rd New Jersey Regi
ment. This ascription is based on a copy 
of a will, stored with Thompson's tune 
book at the Sterling Library. Aaron 
lived in a section of New Jersey known 
as Connecticut Farms, and he very well 
might have lived at one time in Connec
ticut, but he was most definitely a New 
Jersey resident at the time of his enlist
ment in the 3rd New Jersey!" Thank 
you very much, Sue, for that and your 
other information. The coats of fifers 
as shown io my sketch, and drummers, 
had reversed colors, white coats with 
blue facings. In the confusion of bat-



 

their irst muster on Saturday, May 
28th, on Memorial Day weekend. The 
muster was held in conjunction with, 
but separate from, the Chestertown Tea 
Party Festival. The attending corps 
paraded down the Main Street or the 
quaint colonial village in the afternoon 
and played their standpicces at the 
waterfront where, on May 23, 1774, 
disgruntled citizens protested the clos
ing of the Port of Boston by the British 
by boarding the brigantine "Geddes" 
and throwing the cargo of tea into the 
Chester River. Following the perfor
mance, they adjourned to the camping 
area, which was directedly on the 
Chester River. An excellent meal 
(Maryland fried chicken, seafood salad, 
coleslaw, potato salad and fresh fruit 
bowl) was served on a screened pavilion 
overlooking the river and taking advan
tage of the prevailing breeze, followed 
by the jollification at the same location. 
Because of the holiday weekend, the on
ly corps in attendance beside the host 
corps were John Hanson Patriots of In
dian Head, Maryland, and New Ark 
Junior Colonials of Newark, Delaware. 
Tench Tilghman hopes to be able to 
change the date next year to enable more 

Drum Corps of Vienna, Virginia, was 
in Colorado September 8-12 to par
ticipate in the annual Longs Peak 
Highland Festival at Estes Park, where 
they were the only fife & drum corps 
among bagpipers from Aberdeen, 
Scotland and Ontario, Canada. More on 
this next time! 

On the field at the Westbrook Muster, 
the Patowmack Ancients presented an 
engraved plaque to Len Feder for "be
ing there for the Corps for 12 years, 
through the summer heat of July 4th at 
Monticello, the rainy days of Chatham 
(Morris County Militia muster), and the 
bitter cold of Saybrook musters, 
transporting Corps members and equip
ment to almost every performance and 
muster, missing only 2 musters the 
Corps has attended in that time ... ," as 
an expression of appreciation to him as 
their self-proclaimed "Chief Agitator." 
Len is the father of Drum Major Sabra 
Flaherty and Fifer Backup Drum Ma
jor Amanda Hoxworth. 

John Hanson Patriots announced at 
the Tench Tilghman muster their plans 
to take a trip and perform in Montreal, 
Canada in 1989 in celebration of their 
20th Anniversary year. 

The Patowmack Aoclents of Vienna, Vlrahlia, prepare to march off the stand 
at the Vermont Muster. Photo by Ana Feder. 

blue facings. In the confusion of bat
tle, these contrasting uniforms could be 
easily spotted to issue maneuver orders I 
... that the U.S. Army established a 
school in 1809 for fifers and drummers 
at Fort Columbus on Governor's Island, 
N. Y. This school was for standardizing 
fifing and drumming throughout the ar-
my. A Drum-Major at the school, 
named Crosby, requested fife makers to 
lower the pitch of the English B-flat 
military fife (which really had a pitch of 
"C"), thereby creating a new lower 
pitched fife. This new version had a 
much better tone and was known as the 
B-flat "Crosby" fife from that time on! 
B-flat Crosby fifes were made by Walter 
Crosby of Boston, Mass. and by Firth, 
Hall and Pond, N.Y.C., 1848-1865 and 
also by George and Frederick Cloos, 
Ridgewood, N.Y.C-1860's until about 
1940's. 

Revolutionary Wu drum. 
The body is painted 
Ji1h1 blue wi1h red and 
ytllow stripes. 
C'hicq:o HiSloricaJ Society 

Iron fife 
excavated at 
Brandywine BaJt/ef/eld 
U.S. National Museum 

This iron fife was found 
where the Northern Dept. 
had Its headquarters, ~ 
August 1777, Saratoga 
National Park, N. Y. 
It's drawn half-scale. 

... In Colonial America, drummers and fifers provided music for parades, reviews, 
ceremonial occasions, and for an evening's entertainment. These musicians were 
considered a luxury, the regimental officers were held financially responsible and 
made to pay for instrurrcnts and uniforms. Col. Christian Febiger wrote to Gen. 
Washington saying, "Their music had more influence on the minds and motions 
of the Militia last summer in this state, than would the oratory of a Cicero, and 
in the recruiting business, it is at least useful as a well spoken recruiting poster! 
... that a drum is beat at Rodanthe, on North Carolina's Hatteras Island for the 
celebration of Old Christmas, on Jan. 6. The photo below shows Miss Elvira Payne 
as the official drum-beater for that event. She inherited this honor when her brother, 
Daniel B. Payne, who played this drum, died in 1954. A figure made of wood 
and cloth and commonly known as "Old Buck" and the drum are always featured 
at Old Christmas. Where the drum and Old Buck are hidden between Christmas 
celebrations are for some reason, a secret! (North Carolina News Bureau Photo) 

~ 'if~ 1~ ·••.i.• I ,•! .... "1 ,,, ,:t:· 
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JERSEY From Pg. 9 
Maryland; The Andrew Lewis 
Volunteers from Clintonville, West 
Virginia; Joshua Huddy Fifes & Drums 
from Colts Neck, N .J .; the New York 
Ancients and the New Jersey Field 
Music. The half mile route wound 
through the church grounds and ended 
at a beautiful muster site in a shaded 
glen behind a WW I monument. With 
the mid-day heat in the high nineties, the 
half mile trek turned out to be ideal. 

The stand performances were all ex
cellent from the big NJCM contingent 
to the small band of Joshua Huddy An
cients, Frank Orsini read the Company 
Prayer and offered a moving tribute to 
Maria Vitola whose illness prevented the 
NJCM fifer from joining in the 
festivities. Walt Voorhees documented 
the recent trip to Fran<:e of the Joshua 
Huddy corps which recreated its perfor
mance including "La Marseillaise" for 
the onlookers. It was especially en
joyable to see and hear the John Han
son Patriots again as well as the color
ful Andrew Lewis Volunteers who, due 
to geography, rarely get to enjoy 
musters. The New Jersey Field Music 
dedicated their performance to t he 
memory of Loreen Finn and what a per
formance it was. Jimmy Douglas, Jim 
McEleney and Duke Terreri and crew 
ran through five pieces that had 
everyone on their feet! Even a passing 
thunderstorm didn't phase them. 

Muster Spirit At Its Best 
The jam sessions on Friday evening, 

. Saturday afternoon and Saturday even
ing were electric. The fifing and drum

. ming was so excellent that you simply 
couldn't help but join in. Members of 
New Ark F&D (Delaware), the Yankee 
Tunesmiths, the New York Ancients and 
the five full corps were playing at such 
a fervor that many onlookers stayed in
to the evening to tape and enjoy the 
music. 

I RECRUITING 
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I have long espoused the difference 
between Muster Corps and those who 
never leave their home comforts to en
joy these gatherings. The small band of 
Ancients at Old Tennent Church en
joyed one another's company immense
ly. It was nice to see Mabel and John 
Painter again after so many memorable 
years in Indian Head. I also had a 
chance to meet and chat with the N .Y. 
Ancients' Dave Migoya and was 
delighted to hear the new dedication the 
corps has to excellence which has 
already carried them into the Nor
theasterns this year. 

The food throughout the muster was 
sumptuous to say the least. Two hot 
breakfasts were served and Saturday's 
evening meal was a harvest stew topped 
by watermelon that had all participants 
raving into their third helpings. One nice 
benefit when you expect 300 people and 
only get I 10 is that those who show eat 
like kings. This was a beautiful affair 
from top to bottom and was capped on 
Sunday morning with a church service 
in which both drummers and fifers par
ticipated to the delight of the 
congregation. 

The Old Tennent muster was a 
delightful weekend from Sunday fun to 
facilities, from food to music and cer
tainly from friends to the historic 
authenticity that prevailed. Special 
thanks to Bob Coughi who directed 
operations flawlessly and left no one 
wanting. If the church and the NJCM 
decide to do this again in 1989 put it 
down as a date to make for the enjoy
ment of every member of your corps! 

Plymouth Fife And Drum ts 
Eastern Tour 

By Ed Stutzman & Wayne Kieb 
Plymouth, MI- The P lymouth Fife 

and Drum Corps returned to the fron
tier in Michigan on July I 9 after travel
ing 1600 miles visfting four states and 
Canada on our Annual Tour, the 
highlight of which was our participation 
in the Deep River Ancient Muster. 

Above-The New Jersey Field Music play at the NJCM Muster at Old Tennant 
Church.-Below-The Andrew Lewis Volunteers from West V!rginja present their 
stand piece at Old Tennant Church. Photo by Phil Truitt 

Joshua Buddy's In France Fifteen Days For 
''Rochambeau ''88'' Celebration 

Colt's Neck, N.J .-The Joshua Hud
dy's Fife and Drum Corps of Colt's 
Neck, N.J. aligned itself with 
"Rochambeau's Army" in 1981 for the 
re-enactment of Rochambeau's March 
to Yorktown, a " march" which 
ori inated in New ort R.I. and con-

staged from 10:30 PM through 1 :30 
AM, the la te hour required for the 
darkness necessary for the laser show. 

On July 4th, a special church service 
was held for the Americans, followed by 
a parade and a wine and cheese recep
tion al the Town Hall. 



 

RECRUITING 
******************* 

Adults 18 Yrs. 
or Older 

7th Michigan Fife 
and Drum Corps 

Specializing in Civil War 
Music and Living History 

Experience desired but 
NOT required 

Contact: Ron Pohlonski 
2297 Reed 
Lansing, MI 48911 
(517) 694-1792 

SWEETHEART 
FLUTE CO. 

32 So. Maple St. 
Enfield CT. 06082 

Barouque and "Irish" Flutes 
Fifes, Flageolettes, Tabor 

Pipes and Tin Whistles 
Wril<' for brochure and/ or antique rlule lisl 

The'Cullen 
Insurance Agency, Inc. 

135 Church St., Guilford, CT 06437 
William M. Kinare, President 

Office: 103-45~9 
Home: 203-42-1-4636 

g g " w c wa, our pa c pa on 
in the Deep River Ancient Muster. 

This year our departure on July 13 
was somewhat easier than normal as we 
left at noon rather than the usual 6 a.m., 
due to our participation in the Blue 
Water Festival Parade in Port Huron 
that evening. Our group of 16 vehicles 
and 80 people, 38 being corps members, 
pulled into St. Clare Community Col
lege and began what was to be 7 days 
of eating off paper plates and sleeping 
on the gym floor. 

Our first performance was at Port 
Huron, MI - the Blue Water Festival, 
with our friends from the 1st Michigan 
Fife and Drum Corps. The following 
day we were up early, packed and on the 
road to Old Fort Niagara in 
Youngstown, NY for another perfor
mance. The staff at the Fort was most 
hospitable in providing lunch for us and 
allowing us to perform - in the rain! 
Just as we were ready to step off to do 
our performance, we looked across 
Lake Ontario at a massive thunderhead 
that was slowly approaching. Never
theless, we decided the show must go on 
and confidently marched into the Fort. 
We had been rained on before, but this 
time we were in our new uniforms that 
we first wore on July 4th, and all our 
luggage that had been in our equipment 
truck was laying outside as it had to be 
unloaded to reach our drums. Needless 
to say this was an ominous start to our 
tour as we never considered rain as a 
possibility after . living with the 
midwestern drought. 

Now we all looked like a group that 
went through a car wash with the top 
down, and the smell of wet wool per
fumed the air. Our overnight stay was 
to be at a school in Rome, NY. 

By this time we were about two hours 
behind schedule and were bracing 
ourselves for a late dinner in Rome. 
After dinner, the gym we were staying 
in began to look like a giant laundry 
room as wet clothes, jackets, etc. were 
hung from everything within reach that 

See PLYMOUTH, Page lJ 

o or own, a r 
originated in Newport, R.I. and con
cluded with the 200th AMiversary of the 
British surrender at Yorktown, VA. For 
this occasion, the corps adopted French 
uniforms and have utilized them since, 
making the group a welcome addition 
to several of "Rochambeau's Army" 
events since I 981. 

In 1988, Joshua Huddy's Fifes and 
Drums were invited to Vendome, France 
to participate in a four day 
"Rochambeau '88" Celebration. The 
celebration is a tribute to General 
Rochambeau who helped the American 
colonists win their War of Independence 
from England. 

The program for the celebration was 
scheduled for four nights and each 
night, all 15,000 seats were sold out. 
Joshua Huddy's corps played a concert 
before the show each night and then had 
a part in the show itself, which was 

tion at the Town Hall. 
After Vendome, the corps travelled to 

Saumr, Chambord and Blois in the 
beautiful Loire Valley where the friendly 
French people would greet the corps at 
a reception followed by a parade and 
then supper at the local castle. 

While in Paris, the corps participated 
in several ceremonies at monuments 
honoring General Washington, 
Lafayette and Benjamin Franklin. On 
Bastille Day, they were the guests of the 
Mayor of Paris at the parade and night 
show and had dinner at the American 
Embassy where they were asked to 
repeat the show witnessed by the Am
bassador in Vendome. 

The French could not have been more 
friendly, according to W.R. Voorhees, 
the corps Director, putting corps 
members up in their homes and making 
them feel like a part of the family. 

W.R. Voorhees leads bis Joshua Ruddy's Fifes and Drums In a parade in Ven
dome, France on July 4th, 1988. Photo courtesy W. R. Voorhees 
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The Place To Go For 
Everything From A-Z In 

Percussion! 

AGo-Go Belts 
Bongoes 
Congas 
Drumsticks 
Exceller.i Te&chers 
F inger Cymbals 
Glockenspiel 
Hi-Hats 
Instruction 

Jazz Set 
Koll!'> Drum~ 
Lat in Percussion 
Marimbas 
Nigeria (Talking Drums) 

No-No 

Only Percussion 

Plastic Covering 
Ouica 

Aehoorse l Space 
S01;nd Effects 
Tambourines 
Used Drums 
Vibr2phones 
Wood Blocks 
Xylophones 
Your Interests 

Zildjian 

JC'S DRUM SHOP 
7510 Belair Rd 
Baltimore, MD 

(301) 661-7507 

ne Company of Fifers &. Drummers 

Book of Minutes 

Meeting was caUed to order by president, Frank Orsini at2:30 P.M. The Company Prayer 
was read by vice president Moe Shoos followed by a moment of silence for the speedy 
recovery of Don Young. The following drum corps were in attendance: 

Ancient Mariners 

with emphasis on individual pieces. 
Hopefully starting in September, there 
will be a monthly workshop. 

MUSIC COMMITTEE-Doc. Ferrante 
Tape of Volume I is finished and 

available. The committee is presently 
working on Vol. 2, the Camp duties and 
Dirges. 

In the process of collecting original 
music and they are seeking a volunteer 
to do some research. 

MEMBERSHIP~Dodie McGrath 
No Report 

ARCIDVES-Ed Olsen 
Last display case is in the process of 

being completed. The theme, " Drum 
Majors Leaders in their field." At the 
left we have tunic and bearskin worn by 
Majors of the famous old Chas. T. Kirk 
FDBC of B'klyn 1899-1960-plus 
shako, cape, medals and commission 
isued to the late drum major of NY C's 
Veteran Corps of Artillery F.M.-Jack 
Clapp. The commission is signed by the 
late Gov. of N.Y. State, Nelson 
Rockefeller. At the right are two 
uniforms associated with drum majors 
of North Haven's Lancraft FDC. The 
full uniform, and baton, had belonged 
to the late Long John McG ui re and the 
tailcoat to its front belonged to longtime 
Lancraft D .M. Sid Helstrom. 

The collection of major's batons 
include-to the far right-famous baton 
issued to the 12th Regt. N.Y. Nat'l, 
Guard, during the 19th century used 
during the Spanish American, I st and 
2nd World Wars. 

The framed medals were won by the 
late Oscar Hansen, ofB'klyn, N.Y. last 
of a long line of drum Majors of the 
famous Chas T . Kirk FOB Corps. 

Our final move will be to add certain 
additional drum major items including, 
hopefully, a Bald rick formerly worn by 
the Drum Major at West Point. 

We are still looking for members 
whose drum corps interest runs to things 

of his father, also a member of Booth 
Hose. 

Lot 112-0ne "Soistman" snare 
drum, 17" x 21" emblazoned with 
American Eagle, owned by Irv. Block 
of Hammond, IN.- donated and ship
ped East by his widow, Celia. 

Lot 113-A series of artifacts, dealing 
predominately wi.th the old Deep River 
FDC - on loan from the Deep River 
Historical Society - received following 
a slide presentation by the Company Ar
chivist . Artifacts include one William 
Brown snare drum and one Eli Brown 
snare drum, (both dating to the 1820s), 
several Deep River Corps uniforms from 
the turn of the century and before, ear
ly corps booster buttons, various 
photographs, plus two busts of 
American Indians H iawatha and 
Techumseh. These latter were received 
as prizes at New York' s first State Field 
Day in 1909, which was sponsored by 
the 19th Separate Company of 
Poughkeepsie, the same organization as 
mentioned in Lot #I. These artifacts are 
currently the subject of a special 
Museum exhibit. 

Lot #4-0ne L'Heureux bass drum 
with heads lettered "Conn. Yanks" , one 
kepi, two McDonagh fifes, all used by 
the Conn. Yanks FDC. Donated by 
Charley Poole. 

Lot #5-Early model used in the 
development of the "McDonagh" fife, 
(known as the "German Model". 
Donated by George Carteris. 

Lot #6- 0ne snare drum, from 
original set of Sons of Liberty, B'klyn 
drums, (1947) constrncted of the shells 
o f two smaller drums butted together in 
order to create one "deep" drum. 
Donated by Ken Schneider, now of San
ford, North Carolina. 

Lot #7- 0ne early Long Island 
Minute Men bass drum. Donated by 
Nick Durso of that corps. 

Lot #8-Two complete uniforms 
C-MdAn, a,,.,n,ineotahi 

Higganum-Haddam O.H. Booth Hose historic to 'oin with us in develo in our 
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Ancient Mariners 
Camden Continentals 
Bethpage Colonials 
Chas. Dickerson 
Conn. Colonials 
Conn. Patriots 
Conn. Blues 

Higganum-Haddam 
Kentish Guards 
Lancraft FDC 
Milford Volunteers 
L. I. Minutemen 
Moodus FDC 
Nathan Hale FDC 

O.H. Booth Hose 
Patowmack Ancients 
Prince-Wynn Colonials 
Towpath Volunteers 
Westbrook FDC 
Yankee Tunesmiths 
Young Colonials 

Conn. Rebels 
Deep River Srs. 
Germantown Ancients 

N .J. Colonial Militia 
N. Y. Ancients 
N.Y. Regirnentl!ls Vet. 

The following officers were in attendance: 
President Frank Orsini 
1st Vice President Roger Clark 
2nd Vice President Ernie Kiburis 
Treasurer Clark Wilbor 
Secretary Anne O'Malley 

Minutes of last general meeting had been published in the last edition of the A ncienl 
Times, therefore, the chair entertained a motion to suspend the reading of the minutes and 
to accept them as published. The motion was made by Moe Schoos, seconded by Ernie 
Kiburis and passed unanimously. 

TREASURER'S REPORT-Clarke Wilbur 

Checking Account Balance 
12-31-87 

Income to date: 

Expenses to date: 
Checking Account Balance 

April I 6, 1988 

$4,171.77 

3,745.82 
$7,917.59 

$6,258.64 

Checking Account Balance $6,258.64 
Company Store Account Balance 709.31 
Company Music Account Balance 820.26 
Total Monies on Hand $7,788.21 

Note: 

Clarke Wilbor 
Treasurer 

Complete breakdown of income and ex
penses available on request. 

ANCIENTS FUND-Buzz Allen 
Buzz Allen reported that the Ancient 

Fund is suffering. In the last 3 months 
we have only received donations in the 
amount of $550. There is a need to in
stitute more fund raising programs. He 
stated that the future is not gloomy but 

we are presently struggling. We only 
received a grant of $20,000 from the 
State of Connecticut. The DRUM drive 
is going very well. Dave Boddie reported 
that over 5,000 deeds are out. Larry 
Kron expressed the importance of sell
ing the deeds. 

Bill Pace reported that there is a plan 
in the works for the 350th Birthday 
Celebration in Milford. He is looking 
for 10 corps to march in a 2 mile parade 
and the fee would be donated to the An
cients Fund. Gerry Iliff is coordinating 
the event. The date of the parade is June 
11, 1989. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE-Jim 
Clark 

Working on getting workshops 
together. First official workshop will be 
on Sunday of the National Muster. It 
will involve a fife clinic and a drum 
clinic. Mr. Clark thanked Mr. Olsen for 
his assistance. Anyone interested in par
ticipating in the committee should con
tact Jim Clark, Ed Classey or Bill Pace. 

Workshop planned for the weekend 
of Deep River Muster which will be on 
ensemble playing (section). Hope to 
have the Blues and Bethpage Colonials 
performing. An Individual clinic is 
planned for the Westbrook weekend 

whose drum corps interest runs to things 
historic to join with us in developing our 
Museum. 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES-Ernie Kiburis, 
Anne O'Malley 

Jr. Jollification Day is all set for May 
7th. A variety of games are planned and 
refreshments are arranged. Anyone who 
wishes to help contact Junior Corps are 
asked to do do. 
MUSTER COMMITTEE-Moe 

. Schoos 
Reported that the New Hampshire 

Muster is cancelled, however, the 8 
corps who originally said they'd go are 
welcome to come. 
NEW BUSINESS 

Frank Orsini announced that Joe 
Franklin has been appointed House 
Chairman in the absence of Don Young. 

Bill Pace announced that the Com
pany take a full page ad in the Lancraft 
journal and a half-page for the 
Museum, seconded by Larry Kron, 
passed unanimously. 

Motion to adjourn at 3:45 p.m. was 
made by Moe Schoos, seconded by Joe 
Korber, passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ANNE E. O'MALLEY 
Secreary 

Museum Update 
Ivoryton, CT.-Since our last Ar

chival Report, a number of valuable and 
interesting items have made their way to 
The Museum of Fife & Drum. Inasmuch 
as it would be quite time consuming to 
list these artifacts in narrative form, we 
shall take the easy way out and report 
them as they come to mind. 

Lot #!-"Carl Fischer" drums - I 
bass 32" x 12", I snare 16" x 10"- used 
by the 19th Separate Company, 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y., organized in 1888. 
This was a unit that sponsored the first 
N.Y. Association Field Day in 1909. 
Donated by Doug Terwilliger, Jr. of the 
O.H. Booth Hose Company in memory 

Lot #8 Two complete uniforms 
worn during the 1920s by drummer Ed 
Palmer and drum Major Gordon 
Bevans. Donated by their respective 
families and delivered by Clarence 
Strickland and Irv. Nichols, veterans of 
the old corps. 

Lot #9-0ne complete uniform of 
Yonker's Chippewa FDC. Donated by 
Paul Lenci of the Blues & Gray FDBC. 

Lot #10-Sons of Liberty Drum Ma~ 
jor's uniform and baton. Donated by 
final Drum Major of that Brooklyn 
corps, Artie Olson. 

Lot #II-Three drum corps albums 
with photos and clippings coverin~ 50 
years. Several months ago, we received 
two important albums dating from the 
early thirties and created by Wes Alcott, 
formerly of Post 597 VFW, Ansonia, 
CT. and then Fairfield Fire Dept. FDC, 
(now residing in Zephyrhills, FL.), upon 
a surprise visit to the Museum during the 
Westbrook Muster weekend. Wes 
presented us with a third book, bring
ing matters up to 1988. 

Lot #12-0ne snare drum 16" x 10" 
labeled "John F. Stratton, 49 Maiden 
Lane, NYC.'' Donated by Duke Hacker 
of Duke's Pub, Deep River. 

Lot #13- 0ne rod tensioned bass 
drum 28" x 10" once used by Troop 16 
B.S.A. of New Rochelle, a forerunner 
of today's Chas. Dickerson FDBC. 
Donated by Dave Boddie. 

Lot #14-0ne bass drum labeled 
"Wm. F. McIntosh, 1914, 6 Elwood St., 
Charlestown, Mass." Formerly proper
ty of The Drummers Club of Boston, 
given to the Swiss Mariners by Foxee 
Carlson, thereby becoming the first 
drum corps bass drum In 
Switzerland.Donated by Freddy Bruder, 
Swiss Mariners FDC., Basel 
Switzerland. 

Lot #15-A number of photographs 
of the old Bethel, CT. FDC, plus display 
cases containing elements of the Ted 
Kurtze Fife Collection, currently on ex
hibit at the Museum. Donated by Al 
Dennis of the Greater Danbury Assn. 
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anything could be hung from. 
After another restful night sleeping 

with 80 other people, the sound of air 
being released from air mattresses, and 
breakfast being served filled the air. We 
were soon packed up and on the road 
to Westbrook, CT where we would 
spend two nights at Westbrook High 
School while attending the Deep River 
muster. 

We had been invited to participate in 
the tattoo at Deep River that evening 
(Friday) so our director decided, as we 
had not performed that day, a rehear
sal was in order. Finally the parents 
could relax, right? Wrong! Uniforms 
needed to be steamed, blouses washed, 
and a light meal needed to be prepared. 

The tattoo was a special experience 
for us as we had not participated in one 
before, and d id not know what to ex
pect. The response from the spectators 
and participants alike was overwhelm
ing and it was an honor that we will not 
soon forget, and the circle of friendship 
was exactly that. 

Saturday morning - Muster Day 
started with a pancake breakfast in Deep 
River, and then the parade and muster. 
To those of us living on the western 
frontier, it was very interesting to be 
able to see so many different corps and 
listen to the fine music all in one place. 
When we went on stand we were truly 
touched by the reception that we re
ceived and by the presentation of the 
"Perpetual Challenge Bowl" to our 
Corps. 

The jollification was an event in itself. 
Our corps members rarely are able to 
play with anyone outside of our own 
Corps, but to be able to play with the 
variety of musicians that attended was 
a rare experience. 

It was also a time to meet people who 
we had corresponded with by letter or 
phone and to renew oJd acquaintances 
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to our drummers. 
On Sunday, a tired but excited group 

drove to lvoryton for a tour of the Com
pany of fifers and Drummers Museum 
and headquarters. We would like to 
thank Ed Olson for allowing us to take 
our time in viewing the impressive col
lection at the museum. Buzz Allen 
showed us the location of the land we 
purchased through D.R.U.M. 

After our tour some of the corps 
members stayed for the fife and drum 
workshop while others opted to pay a 
visit to Ocean Beach Park. 

Monday morning we were again up 
early to pack up again prior to our tour 
and performance at Fort Stanwix. We 
were shown a video presentation and 
had a brief question and answer session 
with Ranger George Ambrose and then 
toured the Fort. The Corps then did a 
performance at the Fort. Our sincere 
thank you to the staff at Fort Stanwix 
for publicizing our performance. The 
fact that it is a living history fort added 
to our enjoyment. 

A motel with real beds, swimming 
pool and air conditioning was on the 
agenda for Monday night. After some 
free time to swim, etc. we held our 
"dress up dinner" which has become 
traditional on the last night of tour. It 
is a real pleasure to see everyone 
dressed up and to hear the clink of 
silverware on china and have real cloth 
napkins. 

Tuesday morning we again loaded up 
and headed up to Plymouth where we 

. arrived tired but enthused about our 
new friends and the great fun at the 
muster. 

We, as a Corps, would like to send 
greetings to all our new found friends 
and to thank Cindy Kehoe and the 
organizers of the D .R.U.M. for allow
ing us to participate in the tattoo and the 
muster. Another thank you to the entire 
Company of Fifers and Drummers for 
preserving and promoting the history 
and music of Colonial America. 

The Plymouth, Michigan Fife and Drum Corps looking at lhe birdie. 

come together in time. It certainly was 
worth it! For me, and for everyone who 
went, the tour was one of the most ex
citing and rewarding things we've ever 
done. 

Our tour, which ran from June 
J9-July 3, began in Paris. Our first per
formance was scheduled at Les ln
valides, the historic site where Napoleon 
is buried. It also houses the Musee de 
l' Armee (Museum of the Army) where 
our uniforms were researched nearly 
twenty years ago. We performed in the 
Court of Honor, an enormous stone
paved courtyard (larger than a football 
field) surrounded by a two-story colon
nade. We were the first American group 
ever to play there, and only once before 
had permission been given for a group 
to perform (a British historical band). 
It is hard to describe how we felt as we 
marched into that majestic, historical 
place. Knowing that members of the 
original Compagnies Franches - the 
French unit that we portray - actually 
111!.!lkAd ova c thoc-.aom._Di>hhlA&Ut..r e 

were musical groups playing throughout 
the day and large crowds turned out to 
enjoy the music. Many people asked us 
what our uniforms represented and were 
astonished to hear they were colonial 
French. They were equally amazed to 
learn that we were from the U .S . Many 
thought we were Canadian (our Com
pagnie Franche flag is similar to the 
present-day flag of Quebec), and they 
had a hard time grasping the fact that 
this "French" group hailed from the 
States. The Corps' performance was 
followed by a concert of four members 
of Tippecanoe who also perform tradi
tional French music on acoustic in
struments. The band, BON JOLAIS, 
played many well-known folk songs, 
and it didn't take long for them to have 
most of the audience singing along. 

Later the same day the Corps was 
honored at a reception given by the 
Paris-based organization, FRANCE
LOUISIANE. This organization is com
mitted 'to fostering cultural exchange 
bo.cwoon Francc..J,,,oui.tti'• o.n.o--..o.n.d...lu--..i..-_.liiiaa===-----' 



 

we had corresponded with by letter or 
phone and to renew old acquaintances 
and make new friends. It was great to 
look over and see the Swiss Mariner 
drummers working with and giving tips 

preserving and promoting the history 
and music of Colonial America. 

If any of you journey to the frontier 
areas of Plymouth, MI, please look us 
up. 

Tippecanoe Tours Europe 
by Denise Heasty 

Lafayette, IND.-Two weeks of fif
ing and drumming across France and 
Switzerland. Two weeks of early morn
ings and late nights, carafe after carafe 
of French wine, boat rides down the 
Seine, driving through the Swiss Alps, 
visiting the beaches at Nice, wine recep
tions after nearly every performance, 
and countless looks of surprise as the 
French and Swiss people watched us 
march through their cobblestone streets. 
These things will long be remembered. 
Things that will sooner fade from the 
memory are the small, crowded hotel 
rooms, horrid lunches a• the roadside 
"Autoroute" restaurants, French gun
powder that often as not did not go off 
when our muskets were fired, and two 
weeks of eating nothing but French 
bread and coffee for breakfast. 

For nearly twenty years the Tip
pecanoe Ancient Fife and Drum Corps 
has performed throughout the United 
States and Canada playing the music 
and wearing authentic reproductions of 
the uniforms of "Les Compagnies Fran
ches de la Marine," (Independent Com-

parries of the Marine). These French 
troops were stationed in North America 
from 1680-1760. As the director of the 
Tippecanoe Corps, I have always 
dreamed of taking this group to France 
so that the French people could ex
perience the part of a shared 
French/ American heritage kept alive by 
our corps. 

Three years ago as I sat watching the 
various corps march on the stand at the 
Deep River Muster, I was impressed by 
the number of them which bad recently 
traveled to Europe. Then and there I 
decided that if the Eastern corps could 
do it, then there was no reason that Tip
pecanoe couldn't as well. I had no idea 
how much work goes into arranging 
such a trip, and it is probably best that 
I didn't know, for the task would have 
seemed overwhelming - near impossi
ble. Many times over the last two years 
I wondered whether the tour could 
possibly be worth the hours spent try
ing to raise money, working on moun
tains of details, and worrying - always 
worrying whether everything would 

"' 
COLONIAL UNIFORMS by the manufacturers of the 1784 uniforms cur' 
rently being worn by the 3rd U.S. Infantry (Old Guard), Continental Color 
Guard, Commander-in-Chief's guard and the Fife and Drum Corps. We pro
duce period uniforms of Presidential quality. For more information call or 
write: 

SHARON'S SPECIALTY SHOP 
224 North Main Street 
Cheboygan, MI 49721 

Tel. 616-627-5527 

French unit that we portray - actually 
walked over those same cobblestones 
centuries ago created an almost eerie 
feeling. The acoustics were wonderful as 
the sounds of our fifes and drums 
echoed through the courtyard. The per
formance seemed to be one of our best, 
and we were curious to hear what the of
ficials from Les Invalides thought of it. 
Raymond Boissau, director of the 
Musee de I' Armee said, "I was very im
pressed with the authenticity of your 
group. I had no idea you would look so 
much like the original soldiers. I look at 
the mannequins behind glass every day, 
and it was nice to see this part of history 
come alive for the first time." Perhaps 
because it was our first performance in 
France, and certainly because of the 
grandeur of the site, this performance 
stood above all the rest for many of us. 
Our feelings were best summed up by 
one member, Ron Becker, who said, "I 
think I was born to do that!" 

We left Les lnvalides and drove to the 
Jardins de Luxembourg for an after
noon concert. Since this was the "Na
tional Day of Music" in France, there 

mitted to fostering cultural exchange 
between France, Louisiana, and French
speaking communities in New England 
(as well as other parts of the U.S.). They 
heartily welcomed us to their country 
and offered praise for the way Tip
pecanoe works at preserving America's 
French heritage. 

After leaving Paris we spent two days 
in Rouen performing and exploring the 
city. It was here that Joan of Arc was 
burned at the stake, and there was much 
to see in this historic place. After a per
formance at Rouen's gothic cathedral, 
city officials held a wine reception in our 
honor. It was the first of many recep
tions to follow. The only thing that the 
French didn't realize was that it is dif
ficult to stand in the sun in our wool 
uniforms playing for a half hour (work
ing up quite a thirst) and then to start 
gulping down warm wine. Don't get me 
wrong. French wine is certainly nothing 
to complain about! It just took us a 
while to adapt to the French 
"program" . 

To be continued in the next issue. 

The Tippicaooe corps is dwarfed by La Place Des Invalldes as they perform 
in the "Court of Honor" in Paris. Photo courtesy of Denise Heasty 



 

VOL. XV No. 3 Fall 1988 

Ancients Activities Calendar 1988 

Nov. 19-IVORYTON, CT.-Meeting of The Company of Fifers and Drum
mers, 2 P.M. Headquarters, 62 North Main Street. 

Dec. 3-BRONX, NY-New York Ancients Annual Open House, Silver Beach, 
Bronx, NY 2 P.M. This is an open event. Contact: Kathy Posekel, 85-29 
114th Street, Apt. 3B, Richmond Hill, NY 11418. Tel. (718) 441-5712. 

Dec. IO-OLD SAYBROOK, CT-Colonial Saybrook Fifes and Drums' 18th 
Annual Christmas Torchlight parade and muster. Parade steps off at 6:00 
P .M. This muster is by invitation only. Contact: Wm. Reid, 242 
Schoolhouse Road, Old Saybrook, CT 06475, Tel. (203) 399-6571. 

Ancients Activities Calendar 1989 
July 30- LONDON, ENGLAND-International Muster hosted by First 

Michigan and the Corps of Drums of the Honourable Artillery Company 
of London. This is by invitation only and restricted to six American corps. 
Contact: Mark Logsdon, 39425 Della Rosa, Sterling Heights, MI 48078. 

Aug. 4-6-CAMDEN, NY- Camden Continentals Muster. This is an open 
muster. Contact: Jeff Waterman, 9549 Harden Blvd., Camden, NY 13316. 
Tel (315) 245-0720. 

Aug. 18-20- CARMEL, NY-Young Colonials Muster. Contact: Gus Cuccia, 
Rd 2, Box 12, Dover Plains, NY 12522. 

.... *Additional information for The Ancients Activities Calendar should be 
sent to Geri llliff, 99 Morning Mist Road, Milford, CT 06460. Tel (203) 
878-1587. Please try to give the type of event, date, place, time and spon
sor of the event, the name of the contact person and any other pertinent 
information for a complete listing.••••• 
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Eleven Corps Subscribe 
So Each Member Receives 
THE ANCIENT TIMES 
IVORYTON, CT- Circulation 

Manager, Judy Barrows reports that 
corps subscriptions to THE ANCIENT 
TIMES are on the increase and "since 
our publication is the biggest bargain in 
drum corps" she hopes that more 
me er units will sub cribe for I heir in 

Non-profi1 Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Warwick, R.l. 
Permit No. 336 

If the code in your address is 

15-3 
RE-SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

Are You Receiving 
Your Ancient Times? 

After each issue of The Ancient Times 
is mailed, we receive many complaints 
from subscribers who lo not receive 
their copy or receive it long after it was 
mailed. 

REST ASSURED THAT IF YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION IS CURRENT AND 
YOUR ADDRESS IS CORRECT, 
YOU SHOULD RECEIVE YOUR AN
CIENT TIMES. 

One subscriber filed a formal com
plaint at his post office when he had not 
received his copy several weeks after it 
was mailed. This complaint was for
warded to the post office from which the 
Times is mailed and I assure you that it 
caused quite a stir. 

We were advised by that post office 
that t he Times should be delivered 
within the week it is mailed and they are 
very interested in finding the causes for 
the problem. By filing a formal com
plaint at your post office it will help to 
track down the problem. 

This issue is scheduled to be mailed 
on October I, do not hesitate to file a 
complaint if you do not receive it in a 
reasonable lenglh of time. 

We have read so many times recently 
of mail sacks being buried or destroyed 
1 Ital the pose al de anmc11t " anxiou• 1 



 

By Edward P. Smith 

The Highbridge Post No. 2315 VFW 
Fife, Drum & Bugle Corps was formed 
about 1934 in the Post's Headquarters, 
a loft adjoining the old Ogden Theatre 
on Ogden Avenue in High bridge section 
of the west Bronx. 

The corps expanded rapidly and 
"practices" were moved to PS 11 school 
where there was more room. On 
patriotic occasions, we proudly march
ed down Ogden Avenue, our communi
ty's main street. Our best performances 
were in the Memorial Day Parades 
down the Grand Concourse of the 
Bronx when the Bronx was beautiful. 

We bad a friendly rivalry with other 
nearby New York City VFW corps, the 
Kingsbridge Rd., Gun Hill Rd., Mt. 
Vernon, Fort Tryon and Marble Hill. 

We played traditional Irish-Scotch
British fife music but we also had good 
arrangements of American marches 
such as Semper Fidelis, Anchors 
Aweigh, Nancy Lee and The Caissons 
Go Rolling Along - the bugles added a 
lot of color. 

The corps disbanded at the start of 

WW II when most of the young 
members went into the service. Many of 
the older members were WW l Veterans. 
After the war, the corps was never re
activated. 

I have not identified any of the 
members in the photo because I can't 
recall aU of the names but I would like 
to mention the name of the man who 
taught me to play the fife-John Moore, 
a big Irishman who could also play the 
Tin Whistle in the Irish fashion. The 
drum instructor was Carl Bums and our 
Drum Major was Jack Kilpatrick-God 
bless them all. 

I was the youngest and I am now 67. 
I am the second "man" in the top row, 
left-16 years old. 

After WW ll I settled in the 
Washington, D.C., Maryland, Virginia 
area. In 1977 I met the late Bob Painter 
of the John Hanson Patriots and played 
fife with them for a few years. When I 
moved to Virginia, before I retired, I 
played with the Patowmac Ancients Fife 
and Drum Corps. 

rum corps" she hopes that more 
member units will subscribe for their in
dividual members to keep them up-to
date on news of the fife and drum 
world. An individual subscription for 
delivery in the U .S. remains only $5.00 
for one year. Corps whose individual 
members are now each receiving a copy 
of THE ANC IENT TIMES are: 
Totokel, Milford Volunteers, Marquis 
of Granby in Connecticut; Plymouth 
and First Michigan, Michigan; Green 
Mountain Regiment from Vermont; the 
New Jersey Colonial Militia; the Ken
tish Guards, Rhode Island; Sudbury An
cients , Massachusetts; the Village 
Volunteers, New York; and the 
Patowmack Ancients, Virginia. Circula
tion Manager Barrows requests that you 
send complete mailing addresses of each 
member of your corps when group 
subscriptions are purchased. Please 
make checks out to The Company of 
Fifers & Drummers - The Ancient Times 
and send to: The Ancient Times, P.O. 
Box 525, Ivoryton, CT 06442. 

If your corps is not o:: this list, why 

of mail sacks being buried or destroyed 
that the postal department •~ anx1ou\ to 
track down any problem that is reported 
to them. 

Your help in resolving this problem 
is appreciated. 

Editor 

Gerre Barrows Assists 
At Museum 

IVORYTON- Individual Member 
Gerre Barrows has assumed the role of· 
office manager at our I voryton facility. 
She picks up and distributes the mail 
from our post office box and has 
reorganized the office equipment for a 
more efficient flow of information. Bar
rows' is the mother of individual snare 
champ Cliff Barrows of the CT Blues 
and has been active in drum corps ac
tivity for the past 15 years. 

not suggest the idea at your next corps 
meeting. Be an informed Ancient, read 
the official publication, THE AN
CIENT TIMES. 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
THE COMPANY OF FIFERS & DRUMMERS, INC. 

NAME ___ _ _____ _ _____ _____ _ 
ADDRESS _____ _____ _______ __ _ 
CITY _ _ ___ ___ STATE _____ ZIP _ _ _ _ _ 

IST ANY DRUM CORPS YOU ARE, OR HA VE BEEN ASSOCIATED 
WITH 

LIST MUSICAL INSTRUMENT YOU HA VE PLAYED 

Make check or money order for SJ0.00 payable to The Company of Fifers & Drummers, Inc. and mail along with this application to: Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 
S2S, lvoryton, CT 06442.lncludes subscription to Ancient Times. 

Overseas Applicants Add S9.00 For Postage And Handling A.T. 


