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Posekel, Bruder, Barrows 
First Life Members of 1990 

Kathy Posekel, recently re-elected to the Executive Committee and a member 
of the N. Y. Ancients; Freddy Bruder, founder of the Swiss Mariners, and far 
right, Gerre Barrows, secretary of our organization and an individual member, 
admire the new Life Membership card which each received recently from Presi
dent Terry Hennessey of the Germantown Ancients. 

!VORYTON, CT-Fred Bruder, a 
frequent commuter between his home 

d' £1 le I ed-•d+dh...,.hnr 

member of the Junior Day Committee 
and is currently working on updating the 
n•..,,__ onrn,11- ,.....oke4 Deere PMr.r.o. 

Wilbor Dies At 65, Was Longest 
Serving Elected Official 

By Bill Pace 

GLASTONBURY, CT-W. Clarke 
Wilbor, the ruddy-faced, soft-spoken 
Ancient enthusiast who was a driving 
force behind the popular Nayaug 
Muster, the Nayaug Ancient Fife & 
Drum Corps and the Third CT Regi
ment of the Continental Line died in 
mid-January at age 65. An active 
member of the Ancient Mariners 

Pavillion Tops Wish 
List For 25th Year 

!VORYTON, CT- "We're always 
looking over the next horizon," said 
new President Terry Hennessey in 
describing the current expansion plans 
for our lvoryton-based racilitics, which 
reatures construction of a 72' by 48' 
Pavillion which will be used for music 
programs, socials and perhaps more fre
quent reunions by Jaybird groups. "The 
Pavillion is a part of our new wish list 
which includes expanding through the 
rear of the stage area, building a music 
library, new offices and more work 
rooms for the curatoral activities," said 

boarding party at the time of his 
passing, Wilbor served as treasurer of 
The Company of Fifers & Drummers 
for two decades. Only three men have 
held the office in the 25 year history of 
our organization and Wilbor was elected 
for several terms - twice. Originally 
elected in 1969, he served until the 
mid-70's when he temporarily relin
quished the job reassuming the post in 
the late 70's. He has helped guide our 
financial fortunes through the purchase 
of the lvoryton property, the develop
ment of the Museum itself and through 
the great growth period we have enjoyed 
during the pa.~t several years. He was by 
far the longest serving elected officer in 
the history o f "The Company," serving 
several years longer as t rcasurcr than Bill 
Gallagher or this writer served as 
secretary. 

Sec WILBOR, page 3 
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cnunlry ol Sw111crl,111d und 1hr \hnrc, 
of Connecticut became the 20th Life 
Member on this the 20th anniversary of 
the founding of his corps, the Swiss 
Mariners. Bruder first came to Connec
ticut in the summer of 1969 with the 
original Radabangs. Bruder, along with 
Radabang founder and retired Swiss 
Mariner Walter Maeder, are expected to 
make a guest appearance at the August 
24th Friday night show in Westbrook, 
where they will demonstrate stick 
fencing. 

Kathy Posekel and Oerre Barrows are 
the first two members of the newly 
elected Executive Committee to become 
Life members. A fifer with the NY 
Ancients, Posekel has been an active 

new c(>r p, pucket. Gcrrc Barrow,, 
whose champion snare drummer son 
Cli ff is a member of the Connecticut 
Blues along with her daughter Cindi, has 
been handling the administrative chores 
at the Museum office for the past two 
years. She was elected secretary in the 
spring of 1989. 

The Museum Development Fund also 
repons a sizeable donation from the 
Deep River Jr. Corps and the first in
stallment on their SECOND $1,000 
PLEDGE from the Sailing Masters of 
1812. We are reminded that donations 
in any amounr are always eratefully 
accepted by the Development Fund, 
which is the new name for the Ancients 
Fund. 

Pavillion To Help Create Living Museum ... 

Trustee Buzz Allen, who origmated the 
designs for the Pavillion. The Pavillion 
itself will be built along the tree line that 
runs east and west down the center of 
the lvoryton property. Second Vice 
President Dave Hooghkirk of Stony 
Creek and A-T Photographer Mal 
Hinkley, a retired civil engineer, are in 
the process of investigating details for 
construction and approvals from 
necessary town commissions. 
Pavillion To Help Fund Raising 

In a continuing marketing and public 
relations effort aimed at drawing more 
financial support from area groups and 
more appreciation for the music of fife 
and drum, it is anticipated that the 

See PAVILLION, page 4 

W. CLARXE WILBOR was elected to 
office for a longer period than any o lher 
Individual in the 2S year history of "The 
Company". At the time of his death he 
had served as treasurer for two decades. 
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PAVILLION TO SHOWCASE MUSIC, with emphasis on the Summer Musical 
Program and special performances by corps in the spring a.nd fall months. 
Designed for performances and for sod a! activities including picnics and 
barbecues, the support posts of the Pavillion will be 12' apart and tbe concrete 

Drawing by Buzz Allen 

slab extends beyond the roof to accomodate a building storage area and rest 
rooms. The fieldstone fireplace features a tower to house our recently acquired 
bell. The design calls for roof struss construction with no Interior support posts 
and all electrical and plumbing work run underground. 
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as I he new season approaches. 
We have a great deal to be thankful 

for in our liule corner of the world. 
Ours is a rare community where bias as 
to sex, race and age doesn't exist. Crime 
and drugs are not on our doors1ep. 
Politics a nd bureaucracy rear their 
depressing heads only in isolated 
instances in our sub-culture. At a time 
when sociely in general is bringing 
rolling morality, deteriorating mutua l 
trust and an a bundance of greed - the 
Ancients forge ahead undaunted on a 
foundation of principle, dedica1ion, 
discipline and mutual respect. 

We are growing every season. Our t ics 
to the European corps and their loyal 
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We warmly welcome leuers fo~ "The 
Mail Box"; they should include your 
name and home address. Because of 
space constraints, we may have to 
shonen a letter. Those published canno1 
be directly acknowledged but we ap
preciate your interest and comments. 

Letters su bmittcd for consideration as 

EDITORIAL 

Visions For The New Decade 
The past decade has been an eventful 

one for The Compan y of Fifers and 
Drummers. What should we look for
ward to in tbc 90's? 

Of course, the first, and most impor• 
tant thing that we should look for is the 
continuance of good fellowship and 
interfacing of the coprs with each other. 
There was a time, before the Company 
was formed, that corps hardly spoke to 
eac h other, now, they look forwa rd to 
musters and gatherings where they can 
get together to play, make friends and 
have fun. T here is a saying, " In union 
there is strength" and our togetherness 
is the strength o f the Company. Let us 
not a llow this to cha nge. 

We should look forward to having at 
least two thousand Individual Members 
supponing the Company before 1he end 
o f the deca de. 

Another vision is that of the construc
tion of a modern, fireproof museum and 
library building which would allow the 
present museum to revert 10 a hall where 
members could enjoy dinners, dances, 
shows, etc. which arc not feasible with 
our present se1-up. This would also 
allow income from rentals of the hall to 
01her groups for socials, weddings and 
other events. 

The p roposed pavillion, with its 
potential uses should be an early 90's 
project. 

T he neglected class o f Associate 
Membership, provided for in our Con-

Fa)etlvillc, N. Y. 
Editor, 

T ha nk you for the reminder o f The 
A~cient T i~ es expiring. I f there's one 

stitution , thaf allows "Musical units 
which generally support the purpose o f 
the corporation and seek to promote 
greater na1ional and international 
understanding among field music units" 
should be pursued. This would greatly 
increase our membership a nd of course 
our financial base. 

Clearing the brush on the existing 
property and the possible acquisition of 
the adjoining property would greatly 
alleviate the parking situation when 
special events such as Jaybirds Day, the 
days following the Deep River Muster, 
the Westbrook Muster a nd general 
meet ings a re held. 

The im possible dream you say? 
Think back to the last decade, who 

would have though! in I 980, that before 
1hc end of that decade, The Company 
of Fifers a nd Drummers would have a 
building housing our headquarters and 
a museum; that the unpublicized In• 
dividual Membership class would grow 
to 500 with 25 Life members: that corps 
membership would increase by 12 in 
spite of the fact 1hat 68 corps who were 
member~ in IQR0 have disbanded in the 
last cen years; that subscribers to The 
Ancient Times would t rip le, and that it 
would be a common occurrence for 
corps to travel to Europe for a muster? 

Nothing is impossible if one has the 
will a nd determination - LET'S DO 
IT ! 

for a paid performance at the Essex 
Meadows Complex. We would like to 
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P.O. Box 525, lvoryton, CT 06442 the wisdom and guidance of experience picker-upper! 

8341 Boyce St. 
Spring Hill, FL 34606 

Good Morning Ed: 
1 want to express my gratitude for the 

hospitality shown during my fast 
weekend visit to the Deep River Muster 
and Museum last July. 

What a thrill to hear Rudimental 
Drumming again blended with superb 
fifing. Renewing some old friendships 
was an e11ua I part of the fun too. ll was 
quite a trip from Florida but I'll be 
doing it again next year, and each year 
that l 'm physically able to do so. 

I was so impressed just watching an 
old-fashioned hometown parade again 
that I've decided to organize a Fife and 
Drum Corps here in Florida. If you 
know of any transplants from Yankee 
land now living in Florida please let me 
know and I will contact them. Perhaps 
many are interested but no one has 
taken the time to get it organized. I also 
wonder if anyone knows of any other 
F & D Corps in the State of Florida. 
Would be very interested in knowing. 

Keep up the good work with The 
Ancient Times and at the Museum. 
Maybe someday you may even have a 
column about "Florida Ancients", who 
knows. 

With kindest personal regards, 
John Dowlan 

(904) 683-3961 

* * * * * * 
Brookside, N.J. 

Editor: 
Having already started our 25th 

anniversary year on January 16th with 
Governor Florio's innauguration 
parade, the New Jersey Colonial Militia 
looks forward to another hc.;ilthy, active 
year in 1990. After a truly enjoyable 
viewing of the movie, "Glory" last week 
(which is high ly recommended to all 
Ancients), I thought it might benefit all 
of us to put a few things in perspective 

bring great assets to our ranks. My husband and I were followers of 
As we press into the new decade, the musters and looked forward to one 

however, it is an excellent time to recall near or in neighboring states. Now I am 
and fortify our purpose. That being to unable to attend as I would like, but do 
perpetuate and preserve the image and enjoy Camden, and when I hear of their 
memory of the Ancient martial musi- events, New Hartford-Utica musters. 
eians and their music. That always must Do wish I had a schedule of their 
be foremost in our collective minds. programs (New Hartford-Utica)! 

II is a time to remember that our Hearing the drums of Moodus will 
music should be played the way it was never be forgotten. But then, any 
written to bring forth its true beauty and F & D playing, large or small, is a great 
inspiration. Excessive speed and com- reminder of the heritage of our belove<l 
petition style music have their place in country. 
our world, but not in the forefront of Many thanks. 
our every day performances. 

It is a time to remember the senior 
citizen homes and the veteran hospitals 
in our schedules. These people have 
been and remain strong cores of our 
support and they need the benefits our 
inspirational music can generate. Hence 
our charge must not be limited to paid 
jobs. We all have responsibilities beyond 
that. 

We are truly fortunate to be part of 
a world which embraces us with warm 
comaraderie, satisfaction and the 
precious relief from the pressures and 
anxiety which tend to foul our basic 
existence. Let's all enjoy our Ancient 
culture and do our part to perpetuate 
our little world by supporting others in 
need and steeling the image we project. 
Our audience is growing and it is up to 
we, alone, to make sure the product 
standards remain high. 

Have a great year in 1990 and may 
our Ancient strength carry all of us to 
a new meaning in our lives. 

In The Spirit, 
Phil Truitt 

* * * * * * 

I SELL DEEDS I 

Mrs. Ted Wilson 

* * * * * * 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Editor, 
Recently, we heard of the passing of 

two distinct personalities in the Fife and 
Drum world (Mr. Pat Dillon, Sr.; 
Associate Member of New York An
cients, former member of the New York 
Regimentals , and Mr. W. Clarke 
Wilbor; member Ancient Mariners, 
Treas. to the Company of Fifers and 
Drummers). 

All member Corps of the New York 
Fife and Drum Corps Association wish 
to extend their condolences and best 
wishes 10 the families and friends of 
these fine men. 

Sincerely, 
In the Drum Corps Spirit, 

J.P. Culhane, Jr. (Sec./Treas.) 

* * * * * * 

Dear Mr. Allen, 
Deep River, CT 

The Deep River Jrs and Tories are 
very appreciative of the encouragement 
and support that the Company of fifers 
and Drummers has given to them. They 
have enjoyed and benefitted from the 
many programs and workshops at the 
Museum. 

In November of last year the Com
pany recommended the Deep River Jrs 
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take this opportunity to donate the 
money from that performance to the 
Company of Fifers and Drummers to 
use where it is most needed at this t ime. 

We are excited about the prospect of 
winter joll ifications and wish you a 
successful 1990 season. 

Sir, 

Sincerely, 
In The Ancient Spirit , 

Rhonda Forristall 
Business Manager 

About the editorial in the Fall I 989 
issue of the Ancient Times, it seems a 
couple of ancients were talking of 
people not wearing uniforms while mar
ching in F Troop, and it seems they do 
not agree with this practice. This leaves 
me with a serious problem with their 
opinion. 

My corps, the Kentish Guards of 
Rhode Island, does not allow the 
wearing of our uniform at unauthorized 
functions. If the Corps does not go, the 
uni form cannot be worn. Since I have 
moved to Connecticut, I have been able 
to attend musters that the Corps does 
not attend, and I do not wear my 
uniform to do F Troop. What am I sup
posed to do? Not march? Not support 
a function of a corps or the Company? 
Not every corps can make every gig, but 
this opinion would like to exclude the in
dividuals who would go and march. 

Not every corps has this ru le, but 
many do, so are all the corps to change 
to fit the small-minded individuals, or 
do we stop publishing biased articles 
until they are the opinion of the Com
pany or are researched to see if they are 
the general opinion of the drum corps 
world. · 

As for the free lunch, many times I 
See SPEAK UP, page 10 
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Pierce Clark '46 
Color Guard 

Lancraft FDC 
October 11, 1989 

Richard Kerr '44 
Fifer 

Menotomy Minutemen 
October 26, 1989 

W. Clarke Wilbor '65 
Drum Major 
Nayaug FDC 

January 12, 1990 

Edward Leonard Bayrd '90 
Drum Major 

Red Mens Band 
January 14, 1990 

Pierce Clark, Jr. 

The Ancient Times 
WILBOR, continued from page l 

Helped Organize Nayaug 
One of the founders of the Nayaug 

Ancients in 1966, Wilbor had hoped to 
see a resurgence of the group in the 
mid-80's. The Nayaug Ancients became 
a patron Corps of the Museum with a 
$1000.00 donation and still retained 
membership, though it had not per
formed in public in recent years. Along 
with his father-in-law Elmer Gardiner, 
Wilbor helped organize and supervise 
the Sunday afternoon Nayaug Musters 
which took place behind the South 
Glastonbury Fire House from 1970 
until the early 1890's. With Nayaug 
ina\.'tive, Wilbor renewed his active par
ticipation in recent years in the Ancient 
Mariners, for whom he had served as a 
drum major in the early 70's. He was 
drum major for the Nayaug Ancients 
for 15 years . 

Drum corps was a lways a family 
affair for Clarke Wilbor. His wife Ruth 
had been an active member of the 
Nayaug color guard and his son, Todd 
Kennedy, who began snare drumming in 
the Nayaug Ancients, is now an active 
member of the Ancient Mariners drum 
section. Besides his wife and son, Todd, 
Wilbor is survived by his mother Emily 
(Jackson) Wilbor of Massachusetts, 
sons Michael C. Wilbor of Glastonbury 
and Darrell Kennedy of South Glaston
bury, a daughter Wendi Kennedy of 
:South Glastonbury and a sister, Patricia 
Nottage of New Bedford. 

Served in World War II 
C larke Wilbor was a -veteran of 

service in the U.S. Navy during World 
War II. He was a member of Green
peace and maintained his V.F.W. 
membership at the Guilford post which 
is home to the Ancient Mariners. He was 
an auditor for the East Hartford Federal 
Credit Union for the past 36 years. 

W. Clarke Wilbor was laid to rest to 
the shrill of the fife and the beat of the 

Drum Major 
E.L. Bayrd 

By P.A. Munier 
Drum Major Edward Leonard 

"Lenny" Bayrd died in his sleep on 
January 14, 1990, at the age of 90 yea, s. 
He was born on July 7, 1899 in 
Wakefield, MA of American Indian 
descent, (Narragansett Tribe), and his 
Indian name was Chief Eagle Claw. 

He established Bayrd's Indian 
Trading Post in Wakefield, in 1954 
when he retired from the postal service 
after 26 years as a mailman. He was 
nationally known for the authentic 
Indian costumes of beautiful bead work 
and feather work which he and his 
family manufactured by hand, and he 
was still working every day at the time 
of his death. 

Winter, 1989-90, Page 3 

He studied drumming under his 
father and played in dance bands for 
many years. He later developed his own 
style and system of drum majoring 
which he used for some thirty years as 
the Drum Major of the Red Men's 
Band. 

Mr. Bayrd received many honors and 
awards over the years as one of the most 
colorful drum majors in the history of 
music. 

A military duet for snare and bass 
drum was composed and dedicated to 
him in 1953 by Drum Major P.A. 
Munier, who studied drum majoring 
under Mr. Bayrd. 

Mr. Bayrd was named a Champion 
Drum Major in 1960 by the Military 
Association of Parade Drummers, and 
in 1963, he was elected an Honorary 
Member of the Military Association of 
Drum Majors. 

The Drum Major Bayrd Memorial 
Association was established in 1967 to 
promote military drumming and various 
charities and the organization was 
named in his honor at that time. He was 
elected Honorary President of the 
organization in 1970, and in 1971 he was 
elected to that association's Hall of 
Fame for Military Drummers. 

Mr. Bayrd was an incorporator of 
New England Military School in 1963 
and served fifteen years as a member of 
the board of directors of that institution. 
The school established the Drum Major 
Bayrd Drill Trophy in his honor in 1969, 
and in I 970, one of the buildings on the 
campus was named Bayrd Hall. A 
military painting on the campus was also 
dedicated to him in 1970, as was the 
school's yearbook in 1975. 

To mark his retirement as drum 
major in 1969, he was presented with a 
plaque by the Drum Major Bayrd 
Memorial Association and with an 
inscribed baton by the New England 
Military School. 



1--..--------------------orrr,, n1•1n ,,--.,ir-.Tl'<""1ITT'<,....,,nrnH--....,,.,.....,~-- - c was an Honorary Drum Major of 
the Military Pad Room, a meeting place 
for military drummers, and in 1989 that 
organization presented him wi;h a 
plaque in recognition of his 90th 
birthday. 

Pierce U. Clark, Jr. age 46 of 174 
Sachems Head Road, Guilford, CT. 
died on October 11, 1989. He was one 
of ~wo men killed when their single 
engme plane crashed in a heavily 
wooded area near Route 3 in Glaston
bury, CT. He was the husband of 
Jacquelyn Dougherty Clark. 

Mr. Clark, a son of the late Pierce U. 
and Frances Sokale Clark was born in 
Plainville March 6, 1943 and was a resi
dent of Guilford for most of his life. 

He was a cinematographer and 
editor for the promotion department for 
Cook Inlet Communications, Channel 
8, since l 969. He was a graduate of 
Brigham Young University and received 
a master's degree from San Francisco 
University. He was a freelance writer 
and a director-producer of television 
documentaries and commercials. 

Pierce joined the Lancraft Fife and 
Drum Corps as a member of the Color 
Guard in 1983 and trained as a fifer 
several years ago. He was one of Lan
craft's younger active members and 
contributed h.is many talents as the corps 
publicity representative handling 
photography and news releases. 

THINK! 
It has been reponed that the evergreen 

trees presented to the Company by Jo 
Boddie, in memory of Dave, have been 
carelessly destroyed by some unknown 
person who drove over them sometime 
early in January. 

It is unfortunate that some people, 
hopefully a minority, have no respect 
for our fine property as evidenced by 
this action, the disappearance of the 
Buster Frey Espontoon and the trash 
that is left around the property. 

The building is your propeny and 
everyone is urged to use more care and 
consideration when visiting the building. 
Please read the article on page 4. 

d1um as 
Ancient 
Clarke's favorites, "The Power of 
Whiskey," and "Gary Owen." 
Members of the Ancient Mariners 
served as pallbearers and several 
uniformed members of lhc Third 
Conncclicut Regiment of the Con
tinental Linc were also present at the 
memorial service. 

Richard Kerr 
Rick passed away suddenly at his 

home in Billerica, Massachusetts on 
October 26 at the age of 44 and will be 
sorely missed by his friends in the 
Menotomy Minutemen. He was a kind 
and gentle man who spent his life 
helping others, as evidenced by his two 
tours of duty as an Army medic in 
Viet Nam and his work as a Boston 
ambulance driver. Rick was very 
interested in history and was a member 
of a Civil War re-enactment unit prior 
to joining Menotomy in the summer of 
1988. He brought boundless enthusiasm 
and a child-like joy to his fifing and 
took part in nearly every Menotomy 
event. He embodied the true Fife and 
Drum spirit and was buried holding the 
new fife he'd bought at the 1989 
Westbrook muster. Some of us longtime 
musicians take for granted the oppor
tunity .we have been given to play fife 
or drum. Not Rick. He was an inspira
tion to all and taught us to be thankful 
for the chance to participate in the long 
tradition of fifing and drumming. 

Clarification 
Because of an error in composition, 

the photo of Bert Garcia which accom
panied his obituary in the last issue of 
The Ancient Times was not identified 
and it appeared that the photo was that 
of Neil Weathers. We apologize for any 
confusion this may have caused. 

After serving in the U.S. Navy 
during World War I, he joined the 
Improved Order of Red Men and served · 
that organization in various capacities 
over the years, receiving several awards 
in recognition of his many years of 
rlrrlir ~INl service. 

One of Bayrd's batons was presented 
to the Museum of Fife & Drum in 1988 
as a memorial to this most colorful 
drum major. 

1st Weekend Jollification A Success 
IVORYTON, CT. - Salurday, 

January 13th, the Museum of Fife and 
Drum was the site of The Company's 
kick-off event of what promises to be a 
busy and memorable season celebrating 
the 25th anniversary of the founding of 
The Company of Fifers & Drummers. 

Despite predictions to the contrary 
fifers and drummers from three state; 
gathered at Company Headquarters for 
an afternoon of fifin' and drummin' 
and socializing with their friends. 
Although a pall was cast over the after
noon with the news of the death of 
longtime Company Treasurer Clarke 
Wilbor just the night before, those 
present honored his memory with the 
half-masting of the Colors and remin
iscing of his 25 years of active participa
tion with The Company, Nayaug 
Ancients, Third Conn. Regt. and the 
Ancient Mariners. 

Among those ·fn attendence for the 
afternoon was Company Jst Vice Presi
dent Tom Connolly and his Union 
Brigade crew, members of the Sailing 
Masters, Westbrook Seniors, Moodus; 
Connecticut Blues and many others. 
Also on hand was Jack Hannon and 
other members of the Kentish Guards, 
even though they were preparing for 
their annual awards night dinner in 
Rhode Island the same evening. 

The number of individuals par
ticipating in the jam session generated 
enough enthusiasm so that the playing 
went past 5:00 pm and on into the 

evening. An informal poll was taken 
with the vast majority saying that they 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves and 
would be back for the February 
Jollification on February 10th. 

A vote of appreciation must go to The 
Company's Refreshment Committee, 
resplendent in their new official aprons 
for the first time. Committee members 
Maura Ott, Cindy Barrows, Gerre 
Barrows and Barbara Hayden handled 
the kitchen, food service and cash box 
with aplomb and humor for the entire 
day, as well as putting up with periodic 
intrusions from the rest of the House 
Committee with characteristic firmness. 
Thanks must also go to Ass't Building 
Mgr. Larry Donahue and Mariner 
Commodore Noel Sherry for their ex
tended service behind the bar. 

The net winter weekend jollification 
will be held on February 10th, starting 
at I :00 pm. Scheduled dates for the 
months of March and April are March 
10th and April 14th. Starting times for 
these dates is also I :00 pm. For addi
tional information, see the 1990 Calendar 
of Events, Page 12. 

The House Activity Committee 
extends a cordial invitation to fifers and 
drummers of all ages to come and 
enjoy themselves for the day, and hopes 
that those who were unable to attend the 
January jollification will be able to 
spend an afternoon and evening with 
their drum corps friends in February, 
March and April. 
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Specialises at understanding the specific needs of 
dmm corps for Musters, parades and historic e,iencs. 

Parmelee~ 
of Durha m 

Original design capabilities 

or 
we'll work with your art: 

T-Shirts 

Sport Shirts 

Jackets 

Muster Streamers 

Muster Buttons 

Hats 

Sweat Shirts 

Bob Parmelee (203) 349-8233 

Silk Screeru / Signs I Paincing Specialci~• 

Creamery Road, Durham, Connecticut 06422 

Lack of Consideration Creates Problems 
The Museum and grounds clean-up 

crews of late have noticed a definite in
crease in carlessness and lack of con
sideration on the part of drum corps 
members and other guests while atten
d ing the various meet.ings and o ther 
functions that take place at the 
Museum. 

The House Activity Committee would 
like to remind everyone that a great deal 
of planning, time and effort go into the 
maintenance and upkeep of all areas of 
the useum, buildin and rounus. II 

Return empty cans to the bar and do not 
dispose of them in the trash cans or 
dumpster. Cease the minor vandalism. 
To the individual who periodically over 
the past year has been dumping a full 
roll of toilet paper into the downsta irs 
mens toi let, stop ii. If we catch you, be 
assured that you wi ll no longer be 
welcome at the Museum. 

Be considerate of the ground~ outside. 
The Company endeavors to practice the 
"good neighbor policy" with the 
rc, idcnts who live nr I 

August when the main body of the corps 
attended the National Muster in Carmel, 
N. Y. while a smaller group attended the 
4th European Muster in Lugano, 
Swit1erland. In addition, the Kentish 
Guards Fife and Drum Corps par
ticipated in almost three score evenr< in 
the past year. 

Following the "official" program, 
the group retired to the Kentish Guards 
Armory where a jollification lasted un
til the wee hours of the morning. 

IN FROM THE CANADIAN HIGH
LANDS, with priceless set or pipes 
used at the Seige of Lucknow (India 
1857), Will Bowen prepares to blast the 
painl off the clubroom walls. A piper, 
above the border for some time now, 
Will starled oul, many long yea rs ago, 
as a fifer and snare drummer in the old 
Yalesville FOC. Photo by Ed Olsen 

PAVILLION, continued from page l 

Pavillion can be "loaned out" to ap
propriate service clubs like Rotary and 
Exchange and group's like the Essex 
Women's Club for meetings and/ or 
picnics. Each of these well funded 
service clubs has a list of local cha, iii"" 
which receive several thousands of 
dollars over the years. "We hope that 
by becoming better citizens of Essex by 
providing the Pavillion that we will help 
broaden our local economic support," 
said Trustee Bill Pace, coordinating the 
25th Anniversary Fund Drive which is 
primari ly aimed at funding the 
Pavillion. "If we can fund the Pavillion 
from new money in 1990, we can then 
step up our efforts 10 consolidate ·our 
financial resources to that we can build 
the needed addition in the very near 
future," sa.id Allen, who is overall chair
man of the Museum Development 
Fund. 

Anniversary Journal Is Key 
" Putting everything out to commer

cial bid would make the cost of the 
Pavillion probably prohibitive," sa id 
Allen, who estimated that our costs 
should be about one-half or less of a 
regular bid job because of a lo t of 
donated labor. In the more involved 
construction of closed in rooms it is not 
as easy to use volunteer labor. That's 
why we are aiming at funding the 
majority o f our Pavilliuu w sts through 
the 25th Anniversary Journal that will 
be published." 

A large sales staff of volunteers will 
begin selling advertising in the Anniver
sary Journal before spring. Prices for 
advertising is as follows: FULL PAGE 
$ 125.00 (including pho to), H ALF 
PAGE $65.00, QUARTER PAGE 
$35.00. Booster listings of 65 characters 
per name or less are $5.00 each. 
Members of the sales staff for the 
Journal include Gary Reynolds, I an 
l'tafl; Fred ll111dc1 \v· 
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those individuals who work on the 
clean-up crews are acti ve drum corps 
members who will ingly volunteer their 
time. No one gets paid for their effort. 
Those is attendance for a meeting or 
event usually do not take the time to 
think about it, but the building and 
grounds do not magicall y clean 
themselves before and after an event. 

Crews must be scheduled both before 
and after an event, and House Staff ar
rive at least two hours before the begin
ning of the meeting of function. You 
can help by treating the Museum and 
grounds as you would your own home. 
Use the trash recepticles provided. If 
you are a smoker, use the ashtrays! 
Don't just grind out your cigarette on 
the floor of the Clubroom. If you 
should accidentally spill something, ask 
someone from the House Staff for 
assistance, don' t just walk off and ig
nore it. If you see a problem or 
something that needs attention, notify 
the House Staff, they will appreciate it 
and cannot be everywhere at once. 

Cigarette butts scattered around 
grounds is a major ongoing problem. 
For the 1990 season, the House Staff 
will have on hand butt cans for use out
side. Please make use of them. The 
House Staff will have to organize a large 
scale butt detail in preparation for the 
coming 25th Anniversary season. Many 
of the House Staff served in the Armed 
Forces, and dislike picking up cigareue 
butts even more than you do. 

Please take the time to deposit litter 
and trash in the dumpster, don't leave 
it on the ground. Bring your cans back 
inside, DO NOT put them in the dump
ster. Every can lost costs The Company 
5 cents. 

The House Activity Committee is 
always looking for additional volunteers 
to assist with the many and myriad tasks 
that are involved with the successful 
operation of the Museum. If you are 
willing to volunteer your time, please 
contact Building Manager Norm Ott, or 
anyone from the House Staff. 

Kentish Guards Launch 
24th Year 

East Greenwich, R.I. • As customary, 
following a break from their weekly 
rehearsals during the holiday season, the 
Kentish Guards Fife and Drum Corps 
started 1990 with their Annual Awards 
Dinner. 

Invited guests were Colonel Robert N. 
Sheldon of the Kentish Guards and Mrs. 
Sheldon and President Terry Hennessey 
and Mrs. Hennessey, and among the at
tendees were past president of The Com
pany of Fifers and Drummers Frank Or
sini anti Mrs. Orsini with daughter Don
na and several former members from 
Massachussets, Connecticut and 
California. , 

Following a fine Prime Rib of Beef 
Dinner, the presentation of service 
awards were made to 15 members who 
had qualified. The recipients were: 
Mark Bachand, Manfred Bangert, Mar
ty Bryan, Jon Buzzi, Vincent Cherico, 

Rick Corbett, Jim Enos, Paul Ferrara, 
Jack Hannon, Chuck Kriss, Chris 
Lussier, Richard Palmer, Mo Schoos, 
Richard Sheryka and Bruce Sterne. 

For best attendance at rehearsals and 
performances during 1989, Richard 
Sheryka was awarded the first place gold 
medal for the third consecutive year and 
Mo Schoos received the second place 
silver medal. Sheryka scored 222 points 
of a possible 236 and Schoos scored 214. 
Between the two, they only missed three 
performances in 1989. 

A review of the 1989 activities show
ed that the highlights were their perfor
mance at Governor Edward DiPrete's 
Inaugural Ball in January, the corps' 
trip to St. Charles Missouri, where it 
took part in the Lewis and Clark 
Rendezvous and the corps ' two perfor
mances miles apart on the same day in 

"LOOK WHAT WE FOUND UP
ST AIRS"- Jay Tuo mey surveys a 
collection of 0111 drums located in the 
Lancraf t Headquarters attic. Dating 
from the corps' early days, it remains to 
be determined the name of the manu
facturer of the venerable rumblers. 
Photo by Ed Olsen 

Become An 
Individual 
Member 

Logsdon, First Michigan; Marty 
Groody, Ancient Mariners; Mo Schoos, 
Kentish Guards, who will coordinate 
drum corps advertising and Bill Pace, 
Sons of the Whiskey Rebellion. 

Windsor Corps 
Holds Fund Raiser 

By: Geo. Yeramian 
Windsor, CT. Fran Dillion's Windsor 

Fife and Drum Corps held a fund rais
ing dance at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall in Windsor , CT. on Friday night 
January 26. 

Disc Jockey Dave Rayder played a 
nice variety of music spanning four 
decades and prompted Limbo and Hula 
Hoop contests to the delight of all. 

A full house ensured a successful out
come for the Windsor corps who hopes 
to replace their "expired" bus during 
1990. 

27 Corps Represented By 
Delegates At November Meeting 
The reports of the various committees 

at the November meeting of The Com
pany of Fifers and Drummers indicated 
that there is no lack of activity among 
the committees. 

Buzz Allen reporting for the Ancients 
Fund stated that the "DRUM DRIVE" 
is going well and the amount realized 
from the sale of deeds thus far is just 
a bit short of $10,000.00. Five thousand 
of this has already been applied to the 
reduction of the mortgage and he is anx
iously waiting for the few hundred 
dollars that wi ll al.low the Company to 
reduce the mortgage by another 
$5,000.00. Buzz urged all corps to con
tinue to sell deeds, a painless way for 
corps to contribute towards the payment 
of the mortgage without touching their 

own treasury. 
Activities at our buiJdjng are increas

ing and Norm Ott announced the plans 
for " Winter Jollifications" in January, 
February, March and April and the in
troduction of Friday evening "Coffee 
Concerts" starting in January. Im
provements are continuing to be made 
at the property, among them the com
pletion of the kitchen, a new shed over 
the fuel oil tank to protect it from the 
weather, and the planting of evergreens 
donated by Jo Boddie. 

Work on the long awaited "Music 
B*k III" is progressing but more 
d ays, are expected due to Dave 
Mi oyas moving away from New 
Jersey. Every effort is being made to 

See MEETING, page S 
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Synthetic Caviar and 
Electromagnetic Combustion 

By Mincy Hourigan 
Headline cntch your eye? Y'see, if the June concert with the Connecticut 

editor buries this in the bottom left-hand Patriots. Visiting American corps were 
corner of the tenth page, I've gotten the Marlborough Juniors, Connecticut 
your attention and can tell you what a Rebels, and the Kentish Guards. 
great time everyone had at this year's "That's impossible!", you say. "The 
European Muster. "Oh no!", I hear you KG's were at the National Muster in the 
groaning. "Another muster report!" U.S. that same day." Well, that's true. 
(Ha-ha, ya' fell for it.) But since you've Excepting four of them: Jack Hannon, 
read this far, keep going. You may want Mark Bernier, and Chris Lussier. (Yeah, 
to join us in 1990. I know, I know. Read on . .. ) They were 

It never ceases to amaze everyone here joined by snare drummer Matt Kern, on 
that there really is an American fife and leave from the Swiss Army and also 
drum muster in the middle of Europe, from his own corp, the Swiss Colonials. 
that it's taken place four times already, But he's an honorary Guardsman and 
and has become one of those much- listening to how he ran down their reper-
anticipated happenings on the Ancients' toire, 1 would assume the honors are 
calendar. mutual. On the stand, this quartet was 

Along with host· corp Mendon Ban- joined by father and son Oski and 
nock, the Swiss Colonials, and the Wild Marcel Giger of the Colonials for a few 
Bunch FDC, this year's edition saw a tunes. Chris Lussier wrote a duet 
return of the Basel Regimentals, still i_n S e CA VIAR a e 11 
top shape and high spmts from their e , P g 

~lS.~ ·;!• ~ - - \ '">~~ 
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The combined MARLBOROUGH JUNIORS and MENDON BANNOCK 
DRUM BAND perform al the Fourth Euro~n Muster in Lugano, Switzerland. 
Photo by Joe Locatelli , Lugano 

By BILL KRUG 

Did You Know .... 
... Daniel Decatur Emmett was born at Mt. Vernon, Ohio in 1815. When he 
was only 15 years old, he wrote his first tune, "Old Dan Tucker." At 17, he 
joined the army as a "fifer" and then served in the sixth U.S. Infantry during 
the Black Hawk War. As time went on, Emmett learned to drum so proficiently 
that he wrote the first drummers manual for the U.S. Army, "Emmett's Stan
dard Drummer." 
. . .In 1843, Dan Emmett, as a member of a quartet of entertainers, organized 
the first minstrel "company" and thereby becoming, the most important form 
of American stage entertainment in that era. 
... On Sunday, September 11, 1859, Daniel Emmett wrote his famous "Dixie," 
on a rainy afternoon. He based it on "words" he heard by slaves as they spoke 
of a happy place called Dixieland, a tobacco farm on Manhattan Island, New 
York City. The farm was a failure, so the farmer sent his slaves to South 
Carolina. But the slaves still loved this jolly farmer, and bel ieve it or not, -
his name was "Johaan Dixie". 
... Some have thought that the "melody" for Dixie was derived from Gumbo 
Chaff, an 1830 minstrel song, published in Emmett's "Fife Instructor" with 
the title, "Albany Beef" of Irish-Scottish descent. Dixie was first sung in Bryant's 
Hall, N. Y. City and became a favorite as fast as minstrel troupes could tour 
the country. It was a walk-around, characterized by a heavy nonchalant elegant 
strut. Mrs. John Wood introduced "Dixie" to New Orleans in 1860. 

. .. that on February 16, 1861, Jefferson Davis 
was inaugurated in Montgomery, Alabama. 
The band leader Herman Arnold, played 
"Dixie" and arranged it as a march instead 
of a minstrel walk-around. The soldiers of the 
first Alabama marching up the hill, picked up 
the beat and smiled. Everyone wem home that 
day whistling the new song, "Dixie!" It swept 
across the seceding Southern states from 
Virginia to Texas and became the National 
Anthem of the Confederate States of 
America! Dan Emmett who wrote Dixie, was 
loyal to the North and tried desperately to 
disclaim his contribution to the Confederacy. 
Many Northerners said he should be hanged 
for writing such a song, but in I 865, Presi
dent Lincoln thought different . While enter
taining a French guest, after the French 
anthem was played, he asked, "have you ever 
heard the Rebel song, Dixie?" le was always , ... 

,· l.ll UliL..i,,-1-b 



MEETING; continued from page 4 

have the book ready in I 990, according 
to Music Committee Chairman Duke 
Terreri. 

To fill existing vacancies, President 
Terry Hennessey announed the appoint
ment of Marty Groody to the Executive 
Committee to replace Dave Migoya who 
has resigned. Second Vice President 
Tom Connolly is now heading the 
Youth Activities Committee, retaining 
Ernie Kiburis as Chairman of the annual 
Junior Day held in July. Cindy Barrows 
is the new Store Manager, in charge of 
The Company Store, and Maura O!t is 
heading the Refreshment Committee. 

The Membership Committee has been 
busy processing applications for in
dividual and corps memberships and 
reported that two new corps had ap
plied, The Black River Ancients of 
Ludlowe VT. and the sons of the 
Whiskey Rebellion of CT. Both corps 
were accepted. More corps have in-

dicated that they will follow the exam
ple set by the Kentish Guards and will 
have everyone in the corps become an 
Individual Member. 

Bill Pace, Chairman of the 25th An
niversary Committee indicated that 
plans are well on their way for the year 
long celebration and gave a brief outline 
of the planned activities. (See the 1990 
Calendar of Events on page 12). 

Discussions on the recruitment pro
blems faced by junior corps, a special 
day of activities for Individual and Life 
Members, the establishment of an en
dowment fund to be used to maintain 
the Company's property, the critical 
need for an internal fire fighting system 
and the announcement that starting with 
the 1990 dues, the fee will be $40.00, 
wound up the meeting. 

Copies of the minutes of the meeting 
are available to qualified persons upon 
request. 

COLONIAL UNIFORMS by the manufacturers of the 1784 uniforms cur
rently being worn by the 3rd U.S. Infantry (Old Guard), Continental Color 
Guard, Commander-in-Chief's guard and the Fife and Drum Corps. We pro
duce period uniforms of Presidential quality. For more information call or 
write: 

SHARON'S SPECIALTY SHOP 
224 North Main Street 
Cheboygan, Ml 49721 

Tel. 616-627-5527 

~fEJ~~~(gj~ 
PRINTING ANO OFFICE SUPPLIES 

FULL DESIGN & LAYOUT • TYPESETTING• OFFSET PRINTING 

156 MAIN STREET - DEEP RIVER. CT 06417 

(2031 526-4937 (2031 526-3503 

FAX NO: 12031 526-4340 

my favorite and since we captured it, the .. , 
Rebels will hear it again and again and so the ,w 
band then played. Daniel Emmett's "Dixie" . .. ,,)) 
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. .. George Bruce, drum instructor of Seventh Regiment N. Y.S. Militia and Dan 
Emmett compiled the "Drummers and Fifer's Guide or Self Instructor," 
published 1865 by Wm. A Pond & Co., N. Y. City. It includes instrument care, 
music theory, rudiments and various calls, duties and marches during the Civil 
War. Of course, you have all heard of the "Downfall of Paris" by Bruce & 
Emmett! 
... Emmett also wrote many other tunes, Blue Tail Fly (Jim Crack Corn), Jim 
Along Josey; My Old Aunt Sally, Walk Along John, Fine Old Southern 
Gentleman, Boatman's Dance, etc. During the Mexican War in 1846, Dan 
changed the name from Old Dan Tucker, temporarily to •~uncle Sam of 
Mexico," with patriotic words to serve as a political campaign song for Abraham 
Lincoln. 

OLD DAN TUCKER. 

~{®ma 'tttiimrl u--£Dta=Fft-4.:4' 
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... Emmett was penniless and wrote out many copies of "Dixie" on music paper, 
charging 25 cents apiece, and finally he was given an Actor Fund allowance 
of five dollars a week. Emmett's last performance was at an Elks Club minstrel 
show in 1902 in Mount Vernon, Ohio. Old Dan was to sing Dixie, but he broke 
down and cried. Finally the tenor singer hummed until Dan picked it up. The 
people were applauding and Emmett still crying. He died in complete poverty 
in the town where he was born on June 25, 1904 at the age of eighty-nine years 
old. He was buried at Mound View Cemetary where the band played "Dixie 
one l~t time for him. Engraved on his tombstone were these words, "Emmett, 
Daniel Decatur, 1815-1904 whose song Dixieland inspired the courage and devo
tion of the Southern people and now thrills the hearts of a reunited nation!" 
A Grand Army of the Republic emblem was placed in front of his grave . 
... "Dixie" remains a living melodic memory of the fiercest conflict of fratrical 
war ever fought on American soil. Over 620,000 men gave their lives in the Civil 
War, more men than the Revolutionary War, War of 1812, Mexican War, 
Spanish-American War, World Wars I and II, Korean War and Vietnam War 
all put together! 
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Middlesex County Volunteers 

Fife and Drum Corps 

The Middlesex County Volunteers 
Fife and Drum Corps of Massaschusetts 
was born in 1979 on the muster field of 
Deep River CT, made from a collection 
of fifers and drummers from Middlesex 
County MA that were not performing 
with any other corps that day. The small 
group of eleven stayed together and 
played for conventions and other events. 
In 1982 t hey decided to form an active 
fife and drum corps and in 1983 per
formed with new uniforms, which con
sisted of brown and white small clothes. 

MCV has gone through many 
changes, but the most notable change 
came in 1985 when the corps was asked 
to represent the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts as the third platoon of 
the Massachusetts National Guard 
Ceremonial Unit. The unit consist of a 
Horse P latoon, Honor Guard, and Fife 
and Drum, and received their uniforms 
from the 3rd Infantry, Old Guard, they 

have been active in state and national 
ceremonies and have paraded before the 
Prince of Wales upon his a rrival to 
Boston, acted with Robert Urich, buried 
Generals, and marched for Presidents. 

Middlesex County Volunteers is a 
serious corps that takes great pride in 
performing I 8th century martial music 
along wi th some of their own contem
porary compositions. The membership 
currently is made up of professionals, 
musicians, and students. The members 
come from a wide range of musical 
backgrounds and some have come from 
other states to join MCV. The corps 
docs provide a scholarship program for 
its full time students to help and keep 
them involved during the school year. 

MCVopened its 1988 season appear
ing in their new 1979 Massachusetts Line 
Regiment musician uniforms which are 
white wit h blue facings. 

The Day God Created Chaperones 

Brooklyn's Gowanus Creek Scene 
of 1776 Battle 

By: Ernest A. Hauser 

The Gowanus Creek, if you will read 
on, is one of the most historic streams 
in this land, and it was this stream that 
held up the advance of the greatest 
assertion of British power ever made in 
our history. 

The Gowanus Pumping Station at the 
terminus of the Gowanus Creek and 
Canal between Butler and Douglas 
streets is almost at the exact location 
where Porte Road of Freekcs Mill Road 
crossed Gowanus Creek on bridges, and 
penetrated the American line of for
tifications near Fort Box on the west 
side of the creek. Over this road our 
soldiers retreated into fortified lines 
after the capture of General Sullivan at 
Battle Pass in Prospect Park, and by 
burning the bridges behind them 
prevented the pursuit of the British 
across t he Creek, this being obviously 
one of the most critical and strategic 
points in the Battle of Long Island on 
August 27, 1776. 

The Battle was fought with six thou
sand men under the English General 
Grant, and less than two thousand men 
under our General Stirling, and this was 
actually the first time that American 
3oldiers met Ilnglish soldie1s in actual 
line of battle in the open field, here be
ing literally the first open battle ground 
of the nation. Lord Howe landed rein
forcements of men and ammunition at 
his point on Oowanus Bay while the 
fight was going on early in the morning 
of August 17, 1776. 

The last engagement of Battle was 
fought on Fourth and Fifth Avenues 
and Third Street where the old Stone 
House of Gowanus is located, near the 
corner of Third Street and Fifth 

Avenue, where Clencrnl Stirline made 
his last stand with his Maryland Brigade 
after his main force had retreated by 
wading and swimming over the marshes 
and creeks of Gowanus. 

Towards this point which was the 
center of our lines the greatest concen
tration of British forces was made in 
three d ivisions each division nearly equal 
to our whole army, viz., eight thousand 
Hessians under De Heister from the East 
down the Porte Road (now First Street) 
from Flatbush and Prospect Park; six 
thousand English and Highlanders 
under General Grant along Gowanus 
Road from Greenwood, and several 
thousand under Lord Cornwallis, who 
came from the North along Gowanus 
Road and at once seized the Porte and 
Gowanus Roads. These points named 
are some of the most historic spots in 
the whole country, and this historical 
tablet is in recognition of the fact that 
it was literally the Gowanus Creek and 
marshes which saved the American Ar
my, which would certainly have been 
captured at the end of the fight on 
August 27, 1776, if there had been solid 
ground where the great British concen
tration took place, notwithstanding the 
gallant stand of General Stirling and his 
Maryland Soldiers at this point. By the 
check thus given to the great British con
centration at Gowanus Creek and mar
shes, Washington was enabled to make 
his immediate and masterly retreat 
within the next two days, and thus our 
little American Army and our National 
Life was saved here at the most critical 
situation ever existing in our military of 
National History. 

By : Barb Sn~y~d~e!:,r _ ___ __________________________________ ...., _________ J-_,.. 
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God was finished for the day, or so 

he Lhoughl, for he had creaLed parents 
and given them children to love and pro
tect. Then he had forseen the need for 
docLors to help parents cure children's 
illnesses and created these special peo
ple. He also had created teachers 10 help 
educate, ministers Lo carry His Word to 
the children and all other sorts of peo
ple to help make a child's rearing easier. 
Yes, ii had been a long day bul now he 
could rest-- but what was Lhat sound in 
the distance? He listened as the sounds 
came nearer and quickly recognized the 
music of fifes and drums. As they came 
closer he was amazed to see the flags 
waving high as children showed pride in 
their coumry and their hertiage. It was 
children, both big and little, making the 
beautiful music and carrying Lhe flags. 
He certainly hadn't envisioned anything 
quiLe this spectacular-- and what was 
this? Were they being led by the great 
George Washington? No, it was one of 
the good doctors he had created. l-Ie 
hadn't realized he had given this special 
doctor so many interests. Then as if this 
weren' t enough, he recognized (of all 
people) a florist marching near the 
smaller children and watching out for 
them. 

He heard talk of this terrific group 
taking trips to share their music with 
others and realized he had forgotten 10 

create people who could care for these 
children when they were with the group 
away from their own parents. His rest 
would have to wait until this wonderful 
problem was solved. 

He agreed with Mr. Webster that 
these people would be called 
"charperones. " but they needed to do 
more than Noah suggested in his book. 
There must be more 10 chaperoning than 
just to accompany yo~g people. 
Parents were asked , "What do you ex
pect of a chaperone? Amazingly, their 
answers didn't differ all that much. 

Chaperons are people who care for 
the group when they're away from their 
parents. They are adult in both actions 

and behavior. They must respect one 
another and uphold each other when 
necessary. Their decisions should be 
mutual agreements or compromises, if 
necessary, that are beneficial and most 
of all fair to a ll the children. They must 
be firm but loving and be able to laugh 
with as well as reprimand the children. 
Different situations create different rules 
which are the responsiblity of the 
chaperones. Parents should take turns 
al chaperoning and although they may 
be along and have some input in deci
sion making, they must be adult enough 
to respect the chaperone's decisions. 

Children are individuals . Quiet ones 
become upset by screaming adults while 
others only understand the sound of a 
booming reprimand. Older children 
should be lreated as young adults and be 
given more freedom (within reason) and 
maybe some1imes even be able to have 
input in decision making concerning 
them. Of course younger children need 
more rules for safety sake but again 
should be trea1ed fairly and lovingly. 
Once trips cease to be fun, the 
chaperone problem will solve itself for 
there will no longer be fifers, drummers 
or color guards lefl to worry about. 

The responsibility is tremendous for 
the adult must decide what is safe and 
unsafe, what is proper and improper, 
when to speak out and when to let pro
blems work themselves out. They must 
care for the sick and bandage the 
injured. 

He realized I his was a lot to expect of 
anyone but he knew there were many 
pare111s of this particular group who 
were very capable of handling the 
responsiblity and doing a good job. 

Now his work was finished . At last he 
could rest. Yes indeed those fifes and 
drums sounded beautiful as the flags 
waved freely in the breeze. This was the 
way he expected his creations to be -
living their lives to the fullest i:>y giving 
of themselves. 

What a way to end a perfect day! 
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In lhe Company Archives Room, deferring lo lhe sage comments of the 
venerable Nick Attanasio, are Frank and Dennis McGowan, with the Camden 
Continentals' brewmaster chucl.iing in lhe background. Photo by Ed Olsen 

Celebrating Fasnacht in Basel 
By: Arlene B. Isaacs 

Since well before the Renaissance in the official parade, which goes on in one 
Basel, Switzerland, Carnival revelers form or another - if you have the 
embarking on a three-day non-stop stamina - until dawn on Thursday. 
round of merrymaking have fortified All motor traffic in the city halts be-
themselves with a special breakfast. tween noon and daybreak during 

The conservative populace then take Fasnacht to allow uninterrupted passage 
to the streets in the most outrageous of Zuge, the formal processions. In the 
Fasnacht in Switzerland, and yet it is lead come the clique's "space makers," 
probably the most cerebral in the Chris- men on horseback, or people on foot 
tian world. who are either not sufficiently proficient 

In New Orleans, Carnival is on instruments or too o ld to participate 
celebrated with all-night jazz session; in in the most strenuous activities. These 
Munich it's an occasion for Artist's balis folks distribute theZeedel (verse satiriz
and free-form promiscuity . At what is ing their theme). Next come the lanterns 
probably the most famous Mardi Gras resplendent with the phantasmagoric 
of a ll, Rio de Janiero's tempestuous figures and the text of the Zeedel. Fifers 
orgy is the keyno te. In Basel, at mid- and drummers, well rehearsed, precede 
night masques come off, but that 's the floats from which descend on the 
about all that is removed for in the bystanders golen mimosa and oranges 
sobering cold of the Alpine winter, con- and confetti. 
vivality, not debauchery is the mood. But there arc many participants who 

Fasnacht is the occasion to satirize are not members of an established club. 
with wit and irony in sophsticated verse These independents are content 10 
antl i.ulwork tlu.:..foible+ and furies of thc-nnrodc,wiib or 

The Search For Patriotism and Fun 
By~ Phil Truitt 

This is a trying time for Ancient 
corps. It is very clear that patriotism is 
on the wane here in the east. The major 
media pay little or no attention to 
Veteran's Day, Memorial Day or even 
major historical celebrations. 

Given chis scenario how do you inject 
life and spirit into your corps? How do 
you explain a two mile Memorial Day 
parade where you can literally count the 
applause from four elderly ladies and 
one family on the entire route? 

Well you have to work at it. Last year 
the NJCM made a concentrated effort 
to find those who still appreciate our 
music and image and ... we discovered 
fun at the same time. It began in Con
cord in April when we all decided it was 
time to go back where it all began. Even 
though we are a senior corps the affect 
was sweeping on our morale. We found 
brother Lodgson and his First Michigan 
corps on hand along with a dozen o r 
more corps from Massachusetts and 
Connecticut. We also discovered a great 
tavern for post parade relaxation and a 
town that was overflowing in its 
welcome and appreciation of our 
presence. 

The two authentic bicentennial events 
for Washington's inauguration con
tinued to build our spirit and give mean
ing to our efforts. Escorting the Com
mandant of the U.S. Marine Corps on 
Memorial Day brought our ranks to a 
peak performance with almost our en
tire roster in line. 

Participating in the first West Virginia 
muster in May was a total pleasure. The 
locals went out of their way to welcome 
us and never left the muster until the 
final jollification beat drifted away in 

preciative people are that you came to 
perform. There is no pressure for 
perfection at these events. People love 
you as you are and isn't that what most 
of us seek? 

Several years ago we made the effort 
to go to Greenfield Village in Michigan 
and Gaspee Days in Rhode Island. Our 
people still rave over those trips. If you 
don't give them those memories and 
replenish them every year the spark is 
going to die. Many corps are taking the 
European solution to revitalize their 
ranks and that is equally as rewarding 
although a bit expensive for most 
Ancients. 

Every corps has its hard core Ancients 
who love to travel, camp, explore new 
areas and play with other corps they 
have never met. In the NJCM there are 
about eight of us in that category and, 
fortunately, our little band covers ail in
struments plus the color guard. We 
don't get turned on by Deep River 
anymore, but mention anything new and 
exciting where fun can be had new 
friends made and ... we're gone! Some 
of you should try it. You come back 
with enough rewards to more than com
pensate ror those dull revenue parades 
that can put you to sleep. 

Life is no easier for Ancients than it 
is for other endeavors. You get out of 
it what you put into it. If you do a 
parade that is lifeless, go find a new one 
next year to replace it rather than put 
your ranks through the same grind next 
year. Musical excellence is a vital ele
ment for any corps, but fun and ap
preciative audiences will do wonders to 
build your spirit and bring in new 
members as well . 

'i 
' 

l 
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past year's events and celebrities. Con
siderable preparation, ingenuity and ex
pense are devoted to costumes that are 
amusing rather than erotic. 

During the Reformation, in defiance 
of the pope, the Baselers began their 
Carnival on the first Monday after Ash 
Wednesday, and they stiJi do, even 
though the rest of the Christian world 
celebrates it before. Orginally it was an 
all male event. But early in this century 
women formed their own piccolo and 
drum groups and have gradually been 
incorported into the oldest groups, the 
C liquen. There are about 100 of them, 
each with from 50 to 200 members. 
Year-round rehearsals of the musicians 
take place in soundproof cellars which 
serve as clubrooms. 

Each clique selects and keeps secret its 
theme. Perhaps it's some local scandal 
or an inept official. The subject is 
satirized in the choice of official 
costume the members wear, the floats 
and most especially in the grotesque 
masques. Verse as well as art adorns the 
lanterns, which may be as high as 14 feet 
and require several of the strongest men 
to carry. 

On Monday morning, March 5th, 
everyone will be out on the streets of the 
city center wearing whatever the attic 
yields. Seconds before 4 a.m., all the 
lights of the city are extinguished except 
those inside the giant lanterns. On the 
hour, the bells of Basel peal, and the fife 
and drums play the few bars of an old 
Swiss military march. The entire city 
echos the same melody, Morganstraech. 
By the eerie illuminat ion from the huge 
lanterns, the groups slowly wind their 
way through the cobbled lanes. 

At dawn, only on Montlay, it is tro.d
tional to have mehlsuppe, onion and 
cheese tarts at the pubs', which have 
opened early to cater to the celebrants. 
Then, back to the streets to drum which 
is normally forbidden. 

At I p.m., after having changed into 
the official costume, all the groups 
gather at their appointed sites to begin 

parade wll h prams, toy wagons - al111os1 
anything on wheels that they can 
decorate. And undoubtley, among the 
throng will be Ahe Tante (spinster), who 
characterisitcally wears an enormous hat 
festooned with flowerpots, feathers, 
veils and miscellanea. Then there are the 
Waggis (a slang lerm for the neighbor
ing Alsa1ian peasants), who are 
recognized by their blue blouses, white 
pants and boisterous behavior. 

Let's not forget the Guggmusiken 
(ragtag bands) - it's hardly likely. These 
groups play pop tunes in utter 
dissonance. Only one member actually 
plays the established melody; the rest 
purposely make mistakes, playing on 
old wash tubs, pans, saxophones, to ag
gravate the well-rehearsed fife and drum 
corps. 

In the evenings, after hours of mar
ching through wind and snow, the 
hordes of exuberant merrymakers dine 
in restaurants which advertise 
Schnitzelbanggler. These are minstrels 
who perform the original songs satiriz
ing their own "target". Their subject is 
illustrated in cartoons on broadsides and 
held aloft on portable eassels. This is 
another opportunity for the unaffiliated 
Fasnachter to express himself. 

During the holiday all masqued per
sons in this rather formal society are en
titled to address others in the familiar 
du. But, more important, perhaps the 
raison d'etre of the disguise is the op
portunity to vent one's true feelings 
without fear of retribution. If in the 
costume, you meet your boss in a pub, 
you can freely ridicule his idiosyn
c racies: the preference for red socks, or 
green bow ties ... or worse! This is not in
tended to be a monologue; the object of 
derision replies in kind. The barbed re
joinder of the dialogue provides amuse
fllent for those within earshot. Well
done, this intrigieren is infectious, and 
the witty repartee continues among all 
throughtout the night. 

And so it goes for three days and 
nights: parades, music, pranks, ridicule, 
eating and drinking and cacophony. 

cue anernaon Breeze. 
Patriotism isn't dead my friends, but 

you have to look for it. You have to 
travel to find it and travel means camp
i n_g and new places and that all spells 
FUN. If your corps does not find fun 
and appeciation of their music you're 
going to have a retention problem. The 
best shot of morale you can give your 
unit is to hit the road and find how ap-

t'i~t 
Lt 
'" " 
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ll"yoor unit 1S7it!Vc t.ocxplorlng new 
friends and new travels you have a 
healthy situation. Here in New Jersey we 
find that patriotism lies in the small 
towns and the hinterlands so that is 
where we go. Whereas every state is dif
ferent you can find your niche too if you 
make the effort to seek it out. Those 
corps t hat do will survive. Those that do 
not may not. These are not easy times. 

Ready to roll with those drum corps tapes is sound technician Tom Terreri. 
(Dukies little boy) 

Then finally, before dayllreak, those un
daunted celebrants who have enough 
energy gather for a final jam session and 
breakfast at the train station in the 
Bahnhof Buffet. 

Giant snowplows glean the fields of 
confetti and, by sunrise, the Swiss sense 
for order descends upon the city as the 
streets are cleared of paper. But here 
and there a hardy reveler is straggling 
home, costume a bit bedraggled, step a 
trifle weary, already fantasizing about 
the possibilities for next year's Fasnacht. 

...,. _________ _. 
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THE COMPANY OF FIFERS & DRUMMERS - MAIL ORDER FORM 
# 1 Company Music Book Volume #1..... . . ..... ..... . .. .. ...... $ 9.00 each 
# 2 Company Music Book Volume #2 ... ...... .................................. $ 9.00 each 
# 3 Muffled Drum Music Book .. .. ......... .... .... .................. .. .. ... ...... $ 3 .00 each 
# 4 Camp Duty Music Book with Cassette ... ......................... .. .. ... $ 9.00 each 
# 5 Sturtz Drum Book ............................... .. ................ .... ........ $ 6.00 each 
# 6 American Method of Rudimental Drumming Book .. S J.00 each 
II 7 Company Music Book Volume #1 Cassette........... .. .... $ 9.00 each 
# 8 200 Years of Fife/ Drum Cassette (N.Y. Regimentals) ....... ........... $ 9.00 each 
# 9 NY Regimentals, CT. Yanks & Morris County Cassette .... ........... $ 9.00 each 
#10 Armetale Company Mugs ................ .................................... $20.00 each 
#1 1 Company Coffee Mugs ......................................... ... .. ........... $ 5.00 each 
#12 Company of Fifers & Drummers Patch .................... .... ............ $ 3.00 each 
#13 Company of Fifers & Drummers Window Decal. ........... ............ $ 1.50 each 
#14 Company of Fifers & Drummers Key Ring .. .. .. .. ........................ $ 1.00 each 
#15 Wooden Two Piece Fife Case .. .............................................. $ 8.00 each 
#16 Co. Sport Shirt (Tan w / Barn Red Logo) S, M, LG & X-LG ......... $16.00 each 
1117 Co. Sport Shirt (Barn Red w / Tan Logo) S. M, LG & X-LG ......... $16.00 each 
#18 Co. Tee-Shirt (Barn Red w/Tan Logo I S, M, LG, & X-LG .......... $ 8.00 each 
#19 Co. Sweat Shirt (Barn Red w / Tan Logo) S, M, LG, & X-LG ....... $16.00 each 
#20 Co. Jacket (Barn Red w / Tan Logo) S, M, LG, & X-LG .............. $20.00 each 
#21 Co. Jacket, Lined !Barn Red w /Tan Logo! S, M, LG, & X-LG ..... $28.00 each 
#22 Company Baseball Cap (Barn Red w / Tan Logo I.. . .. ........ $ 6.00 each 

MAK£ Cl£CK OR MONEY ORDER PAYAIII.I TO: COMPANY OF FIFERS & DRUMMERS, INC. 
PLEASE ALLOW 3-4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 

SHIPPING & HANDLING: Music Books - $2.00; Cassettes · $1.50; Mugs · $2.00; Patches & 
Pins - $ 1.00; All other items - $2.00 I Per each item) 

OVERSEAS SHIPPING RATES: AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 

QTY ITEM NUMBER PRICE SHPG & HNDLG TOTAL 

SEND TO: Name _______ _ ___________ _ _ 

Address, ____________ _____ ____ _ 

City _______ ___ State ___ Zip Code, ___ _ 

PLEASE SEND THIS ORDER FORM WITH YOUR PAYMENT TO: 
THE COMPANY OF FIFERS & DRUMMERS 

COMPANY STORE 
P.O. BOX 525 

IVORYTON, CT 06442-0525 

Dodie McGrath Resigns As Advertising 

Muster Day - London, England 
By Mark Logsdon 

The weather had been great for the 
lrip in England. Sunday morning of the 
Muster, however, all we could see when 
we looked out of our window was 
R A I N!!!! IL wasn't raining 
heavily, but il was raining. Of all the 
days Lo have this happen. As co-hosts 
for the Muster, Isl Michigan boarded 
the coach for the first shuttle run. Upon 
arrival a t the Muster site, the members 
went Lo the drill hall to get themselves 
ready. Brian Harrod had already 
worked out some contingency plans in 
case the weather continued to be un
cooperative. Plan A - Utilize the roped 
off area o f the Parade Ground as the 
Muster site, if the rain stopped. Plan B 
- Utilize the asphalt area in front of the 
Headquarters Building, if the rain 
stopped, but not in time to keep the 
Parade Ground from turning into quick
sand. Plan C - Use the Drill Hall as a 
last resort, knowing full well that the 
performance area would be severely 
limited. P lan D - Little known to 
anyone except Brian Harrod and Mark 
Logsdon; Two one way tickets to 
Australia had been purchased for that 
day ..... JUST IN CASE! !!! 

As the rain continued to pour down, 
other coaches arrived carrying the other 
U.S. Corps, as well as the other British 
Corps. At I :45, the announcer began his 
introductory remarks under a heavy 
gray sky, with intermittent rain drops 
cascading down on the 250-300 umbrellas 
in attendance. As co-hosts for the 
Muster, and the "home town" unit, The 
Corps of Drums of the H onorable 
Artillery Company marched on to the 
Parade Ground. With the Regimental 
Headquarters Building (circa l 700's) 
serving as a perfect backdrop, they 
began the march on. I swear to you that 
what I am about to tell you is the truth. 

vided the perfect opening to the muster. 
The day continued with a wide variety 

of music, featuring the best styles of 
British Flute Bands and American Fifing 
and Drumming. The 1st Michigan 
Colonial F ife and Drum Corps was 
second on stand. The Home spun 
Hunting Frocks were in sharp contrast 
to the Red Coated Fifers o f the HAC. 
The music was a lso in sharp ccontrast. 
For many in the audience it was the first 
t ime that large rope tensioned drums 
were heard along with the ancient ,six. 
hole fife. Our muster medley was ex
tremely well received by those in atten
dance. Prior to leaving the field, the !st 
Michigan Colonial Fife and Drum 
Corps presented a Michigan State Flag 
to the HAC. As the 1st Michigan left the 
field t hey were presented with a small 
plaque, as well as a banner from the 1st 
Michigan, as a memento of this first 
Historic Muster. 

Next on the field was the Leicester 
Scout Band. Their performance was 
every bit as good as the HAC, and every 
bit as different. An immediate bond was 
formed between the members of Dicker
son and the Scout band, when it was 
learned that C.W. Dickerson, of New 
York, started out 60 years ago as a Scout 
unit. By the way, the man who started 
the Boy Scouts was a Regimental Com
mander of the Honourable Artillery 
Company. 

As Dickerson formed up in front of 
the Headquarters Building, the Bugles 
sounded, the Drums thundered across 
the crowd, and Dickerson took the field. 
Needless to say, when Dickerson takes 
the field, they OWN the field. T heir 
repertoire included a wide variety of 
favorite melodies, "Over There", and 
a sprightly rendition of "Men of 
Harlech", amon them. As .Dickerson 
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JVORYTON, CT.-Dodic McGrath Connecticut Blues since 1983 and the ON TO TlfE PARADE GROUND, say, "Doubtless that the United 
who has handled advertising for The Blues' fife instructor has been named THE CLOUDS PA R TED; THE RAIN Kingdom has Never experienced THAT 
Ancient Times since 1983 has resigned the new Advertising Manager, replacing STOPPED; AND TH E SUN CAME before!" A large appreciative ovation 
as Advertising Manager because of Dodie with this issue. OUT!!!!The announcer remarked "Not accompanied the sound of the Dicker-
o ther Company responsibilities. Sue Ann who has a degree in only is God a Drummer, but He is a son Bugles. 

When Dodie took over as Member- marketing from the University of Drummer for the Honourable Artillery A composite Corps made up of the 
ship Chairman of The Company of Connecticut is a welcome addition to Company." The timing was perfect, and members of six Flute Bands, all 
Fifers and Drummers, the Individual The Ancient Times staff. Her husband, there were few there who doubted his 
Member roster was small and easily Marty, is a member of The Company of words. The HAC Corps of Drums pro- See LONDON, page 11 

managed but the surge in membership Fifers and Drummers Executive Com-
in recent years has made it near im- m ittec and fifer in The Ancient 
possible for one person to handle both Mariners. 
membership and A ncient T imes To place an ad, write to Sue Ann at 
adverti$ing. P .O . Box 525, Ivorywn, CT. 06442 or 

In addition, she is a member of The a t 48-2 Elmview Circle, Waterbury, CT. 
Company of Fifers and Drummers Ex- 06708, Tel. 203-756-5093. 
ecutive Committee and the workload Advertising rates are $5 .00 per 
prompted her to ask to be relieved of the column inch with a 200/o discount if pay-
advertising duties. mcnt accompanies the order, thereby 

During Dodie's service as Advertising e liminating the need for billing. 
Manager, revenues from advertising in- T he Ancient T imes is now read in 35 
creased through her efforts and we states, the District of Columbia, 
thank her for her fine performance. Canada, Austral ia, England a nd 

Sue Ann Groody, a fifer with the Switzerland. 

A Sprance Travel Services 

U, 55- 37 Metropolitan Ave. 

Ridgewood N. Y. 11385- 1202 

718-497-6420 

Specializing in Orum Corps Travel 

and 

Able to Care for All Your Travel Needs 
B1,1siness or Pleasure 

. e 

1111 -----

Top- THE CORPS OF DRUMS of the Honffilrahle Artillery Company opening 
the International Muster. Bottom-CO-HOSTS, THE FIRST MICHIGAN 
COLONIAL FDC who helped put the show together . 
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Holly Jolly .... Muster on Cruise Control 
By George Yeramian 

The !st Muster of the New Year and 
the New Decade, the 13th Annual ' Holly 
Jolly', happened on Saturday, January 
13, 1990 in Troy and E. Greenbush, 
N. Y. The spirit of '76 Fyfe and Drum 
Corp. ofE. Greenbush, N.Y. hosted the 
Muster.at the Hudson Valley Community 
College Field House in Troy from 
10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. Then everyone 
drove the half dozen or so miles to E. 
Greenbush where the hardiest folk braved 
the whistling wind and bitter cold to 
parade from the K-Mart parking lot to 
the Melvin Roads American L-:gion 
Post, a hop, skip and a jump up the 
Columbia Tpke. The warm reception at 
the post was most welcome. A social 
hour was followed by what will most 
likely stand as the best muster meal of 
the year. Chef Ed Ryan and his staff 
enhanced their reputation as esteemed 
victualers by providing the following 
grand repast: rolls & butter; fresh green 
salad & dressing in separate bowls; trays 
of sliced onions, cucumbers and tomatoes; 
sliced turkey & gravy; stuffing; mashed 
potatoes; corn; ice cream and coffee, 
milk and orange-ade. All indescribably 
delicious and served by friendly, cheer
ful people. The affair was hosted and 
directed by house chairman Herm 
Harrington and staff including several 
volunteer ladies. A lively jam session 
lasted several hours. 

The muster itself was a great success 
and went off without a hitch. Thirteen 
Corps participated in the follow ing 
order: I . The Host, Spirit of '76 of E. 
Greenbush; 2. The Feature Corps, The 
Fusileers of Dutchess County, N . Y.; 3. 
The Sons & Daughters of Liberty from 
Charlton, N.Y.; 4. The Vil lage Volun
teers of Delmar, N. Y.; 5. The 18th CT. 
Reg't from Tariffville, Conn.; 6. The 

tense and consistent practice and the fact 
that he is obviously a natural. 

The Fusileers continue to maintain a 
large presentation while working toward 
their 10th anniversary celebration in 
1991. Their open muster on May 19th 
this year will be another step in that 
preparation. . 

The 18th CT. is regenerating from 
within with three new members in the 
last three years: Dale Short, Heather 
and the latest addit ion, Adam 
"Scooter" Short. 

The Spirit of '76 of Holyoke, Mass., 
consisting of two drummers, a fifer and 
flag bearer, presented a living tableau of 
the famous painting of the same name. 

Drum solos were the highlights of 
several standpieces. Especially im
pressive were those of the Village 
Volunteers and the 1989 Conn. State 
Champions, Windsor F & D.C., who 
made a fine appearance even without 
their directo r and Color Guard Major, 
Francis Dillon. 

Host Corps Drum Major Charlie 
Alonge led a huge F-troop onto the floor 
and brought all the drummers into a 
single line facing the audience where 
even in the face of their rib-rattling, roof 
raising rumble, the massed fifers could 
still be heard. Charlie then led them in
to a circle of friendship which ended in 
a spirited jam session. 

This was a most enjoyable muster and 
weekend, with nightly gatherings in the 
tiny Cantonement Lounge in the Mt. 
Vernon Motel. It's unbelievable that up
wards of 30 people could squeeze into 
that small space and still find room to 
drum on the bar, play their fifes and 
occasionally sing. 

In his beautiful and profound 
welcome address, E. Greenbush Town . . . ,, 

Museum and Archives Report 
During the winter season the museum 

• is no longer open each weekend a~ 
visitors will be required to contact us, 
by phone or mail, to make an appoint
ment to view lhe culk:1,;tiuus. The 
examination of our archives will be 
restricted to accredited, serious, students 
and researchers of the field that we 
cover. 

Mrs. Irv. Block continues to forward 
elements o·f her late husband's collection 
and hardly a month goes by that we are 
not beneficiaries of her largess. Many of 
the items contained in these packages 
are priceless and all have to do with the 
history and development of our craft, 
both here and abroad. Walt Rynkiewicz, 
of the Danbury Rebels, is presently 
cataloging this "Block Collection". 

We recently heard from Phil Rip
perger, currently managing a major 
music store in Orlando, FL., inquiring 
as to whether we were interested in 
receiving a "package 6f his father's 
stuff". Since his father, George Rip
perger was a founding father of our 
Company and a famous competitive 
snare drummer whose successes dated 
back to the 1930's, you can imagine our 
reply. The "care package" subsequently 
arrived and included artifacts that stag
gered the imagination. Not only were all 
of his father's prize winning medals in
cluded, but photos and newspapers that 
featured his equally famous grand
father, August "Pop" Ripperger, the 
long time Fife Sgt. of Brooklyn's 
famous Chas. T . Kirk corps. Among the 
latter was a copy of The Bronx Times, 

dated 1906, covering the grand opening 
of the Grand Concourse with two 
photos of his grandfather's first drum 
corps. 

I have often requested member corps 
to send clippings or photos, - few do. 
I have also asked for help in the more 
mundane tasks of filing, researching and 
collating the many items in our collec
tion. Fortunately, Lancraft's Jay 
Tuomey has volunteered to aid in this 
latter project, and to date, has spent 
several productive hours in the archives 
room. 

Westbrook fifer Sue Cifaldi is an ex
tremely dedicated and accomplished 
researcher /librarian and is painstakingly 
making sense of our important collec
tion of music. Her next project will be 
to organize our library - she's small but 
she's mighty. 

Last summer, Don Struthers, fifer 
with the Mount Vernon, Ohi'o Sons of 
Union Veterans, trucked a handsome, 
but heavy, display cabinet in from Ohio. 
Said cabinet has now been installed to 
the right o f the stage and will be ·ac
tivated shortly. 

Doc Ferrante has brought in a parcel 
of artifacts from the Mosquito State, in
cluding uniforms of the Morgan 
Riflemen and the New Jersey Colonial 
Militia, plus printed items and record 
books. 

As ever, volunteers are solicited -
but remember - this is not a task for 
normal people. 

Ed Olsen, Archivist/Curator 
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C..:01111.; 7. fhc AcJa111:,villc Ancient!>, 
Delmar, N.Y.; 8. TheO.H. Booth Hose 
Co. F & D.C. from Pleasant Valley, 
N.Y .; 9. Mcnotomy Minutemen from 
Arlington, Mass.; 10. The Marlborough 
Jr. Ancient Fifers from Marlborough, 
CT· 11. The Yankee Tuncsmil hs of 
Ricl11nond Hill, N. Y.; 12. The Spirit of 
'76 Jrs . from Endicou, N.Y.; and, The 
Spirit of '76 from Holyoke, Mass. 

To run through each Carp's ap
pearance would be tedious and tiresome 
10 most readers but a few commenls are 
in order. 

One of the most noticeable things was 
the regeneration of many of the Corps 
present, most obvious was the ap
perance of the Spirit of _'76 Jrs. from 
Endicott, N.Y. who, after a year long 
hiatus, were making their first public ap
pearance. Most of the members were 
very young but they did a creditable job, 
using their unusual presentation of 
marching in a circle around the color 
guard while playing their repertoire. 

The Host Spirit of ' 76 Corps also had 
a noticeable increase of drummers, 
father and son Dave and Tim Austin 
and Drum Sgt. Chris Hirt who looked 
and sounded like a veteran drummer but 
who has only been playing for a year 
and a half. His success is based on in-

A~~/ ._ 

Supervisor Mike Van Voorn said, "II 
has been sa,d that in the early morning 
fog, as the duck passes over the surfa~e 
of the pond, he unzips the surface of hrs 
small part of world to wake it to the 
dawn of a new day. 

II also has been said 1ha1 as 1hc Fife & 
Drum Corp. comes 1hro11gh the early 
morning fog of the forest, ii wakes the 
whole world 10 the dawn of a new clay. 

On the serious side. I listory tells us 
that the Fife & Drum have been used to 
muster men to 1hc call of War. 

Today the Fife & Drum are used to 
muster those who "wish to war no 
more". 

So blow hard your Fife today, pound 
solid your Drum and flap your Flag to 
the dawn of a new day, to muster a 
world to the "wish to war no more". 

The civic reception in East Greenbush 
is great. 

The host Spirit of '76, celebrating 
their 15th Anniversary this year, 
graciously presented beautiful muster 
mugs, ribbons and buttons to several 
people they wished to honor and thank, 
including Supervisor Van Vooris, Mal 
Hinckley and this humble reporter. 

The Sailing Masters of 1812, last summer, made a trip to Fort McHenry, and 
the USS Constellation. They kept it from us but we got a photo anyway. 

Musicologist and former Old Sturbridge Village Music Associate, Art Schr~der 
prepares to examine the museum archives room and some of the collecllons 
therein. Photo by Ed Olsen 
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J C's DRUM SHOP 

Studio and Store 
7510 BELAIR ROAD BALTIMORE, MD 21236 

Phone 661-7507 

A place to go for everyting from 
A-Z in percussion 

AGo-Go Bells 
Bar.goes 
Congas 
Drumsticks 
Excellent Teachers 
Finger Cymbals 
Glockenspiel 
H i-Hats 
hstruction 
Jazz Set 
. ~ottlo Drum!l 
Latin Percussion 
Marimbas 

JOHN CROCKEN 

Nigeria (Talking Drums) 
Only Percussion 
Plastic Covering 
Ouica 
Rehearaal Space 
Sound Effects 
Tambourines 
Used Drums 
Vibraphones 
Wood Blocks 
Xylophones 
Your Interests 
Zildjian 

Drums, Xylophones, Marimbas, 
Vibes, Tampani 

Accessories-Sale or Rent 
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The Ancient Times 
Swiss Sound To Be Heard In CT 

By: Bill Sander 

While November and December 
usually show a slowing of drum corps. 
activities, with Thanksgiving and 
Christmas holidays being the times that 
families welcome back the stray musi
cians they have not seen a ll summer, 
these months have seen a lot of activity 
here in the Centeral Connecticut region 
as a new drum corps begins to take 
shape. 

Amcri.-Clique is a group of area musi
cians that has formed to learn, perform, 
and continue the rich , traditional sounds 
of the fifes and drums as played by our 
brother musicians across the Atlantic in 
Switzerland. Playing both traditional 
and contemporary Swiss tunes on Swiss 
instruments, piccolos for fifers and 
Basel drums for the snares, (sorry no 
bass) these people are looking forward 
to presenting that very special sound 
here to American audiences . 

Ameri-Clique began in response to a 
visit this summer by the Connecticut 
Patriots who performed with the Swiss 
Regimentals in a concert in Basel. It was 

during this concert, where the wildly en
thusiastic Swiss crowd showed its ap
preciation for the American sound so 
new to them and so comfortable to us, 
and then thru the camaraderie exhibited 
by both corps, whose only common 
thread was the music we both shared, 
sometimes even bridging the language 
barrier (I can't speak Swiss but I can 
speak drum), that I began to consider 
ways to return and renew my friendships 
as quickly as possible. 

With several American style corps 
now playing in Switzerland, and with 
the Regimentals concerts in Basel and 
the Mendon Bannock's yearly European 
Muster in Lugano, the opportunities arc 
available for many Americans to travel 
to and perform in Switzerland, yet I was 
looking for more. I was brought back 
again to the music, to the idea of these 
musicians, and the Swiss Mariners and 
the Mendon Bannock and the Swiss 
Colonials and so on, forming a corps to 
play a style of music not heard in their 
country, to travel to a foreign land and 

Organization 
... A number of persons having specific responsibilities and united for a par

ticular purpose ... 
No, this is not a vocabulary test, it is an appeal to all drum corps members 
and enthusiasts to join The Company of Fifers and Drummers as "Individual 

Members." 

The C~mpany o~ ~ifers and Drummers is an organizat ion whose responsibility 
1s keep111g the spmt of Ancient Fife and Drum alive. It is the "largest organiza-

tion of field music in the Western world." 

By bec?ming an Individual Member of The Company, you will have the op
portunity to share that responsibility and show your pride, dedication and sup
port in the o rganization that has done so much for the Ancient Drum Corps 

World. 

Your $10.00 tax deductible Individual Membership fee entitles yoi1 to: 

perform this new sound, to meet·new 
friends and learn new things , and the 
answer came to me very clearly. 

Fasnacht is a Swiss celebration that 
happens annually in Basel, and in fact 
all across Switzerland, that is best 
described as a cross between Mardi
Gras, tlie Deep River Muster and the 
Mummer's Parade. Fife and drum 
corps , called "Cliques" in Switzerland, 
parade in and around the cities of 
Greater and Lesser Basel in colorful 
costumes, playing ·1raditional Swiss 
melodies , and enjoying the company of 
fellow musicians and the public. The 
Carnival begins at four o'clock in the 
morning, when all Cliques play the 
" Morgenstreich" , or Morning Song. 
Then the Cliques march around the 
cities for the next three days. This is the 
Swiss celebration of First Night, what 
Mardi-Gras is to New Orleans and Car
nival is to Rio. 

Ameri-Clique is dedicated lo bringing 
the unique Swiss sound to the people of 
New England . We are also planning to 
travel to Basel and perform, in the 
Fasnacht in J 992, and then to return 
every three years . We have been in con
tact with members of the Swiss fife and 
drum community and have received a 
very encouraging response. We expect 
to begin once a month practices in 
January 1990. 

Ameri-Cliques's primary goal is to 
perform in the Fasnacht. Since this is a 
winter festival, we do not anticipate any 
confl ict of interest with participation in 
any existing fife and drum corps. Music 
will be played on authentic Swiss in
struments, and music is available to any 
interested parties. 

Ameri-Clique is a senior corps open 
to .anyone 18 years of age or older. Our 
only requirements are a willingness to 
learn the music, and to renew or begin 
friendships with other musicians. 
Anyone who is interested may contact 
me at (203) 224-323 I , and please, leave 

tivities, and would seem to show people 
that one doesn't have to belong to an 
organized drum corps to participate. 
While it is true that some people who 
march with F-Troop don't belong to fife 
and drum corps, it is not necessarily that 
they don't want to "put up with dedica
tion and discipline," of an organized 
group. We personally know of some 
people, who, due to time constraints, 
geographical location, family and work 
commitments, and other reasons who 
would like to belong to a drum corps, 
but cannot. Also, if one were to actually 
look at the par ticipants in F-Troop, we 
believe that the majority of the people 
do belong to a drum corps. 

In response to the mention of attire 
for F-Tro op participants, if a person 
does not belong 10 a drum corps they 
won't have a uniform. We also don't 
think that if a person wants to march in 

See SPEAK UP , page 12 

Opportunities 
Bill Yornkahl of American Legion Post 
No. 63 in Westport CT. is looking for 
corps that would like to participate in 
their Memorial Day Parade that will be 
held on Monday May 28 at 9:30 AM. 
He can be reached at 203-227-3512 or by 
writing to him at: 

August Matthias Post No. 63 
P.O. Box 181 

Westport, CT. 06881 

••• 
The Prairie Peddlars Folk Art Festival 
1369 Laurel Greene Place Galloway: 
Ohio 431 19 (Tel. 614-878-0720) is look
ing for fife and drum corps to par
ticipate in their festivals which are 
scheduled for June 2 and 3, September 
29 and 30, and October 6 and 7. 
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A MEMBERSHIP CARD ... proclaming your support of The Company 
A WINDOW DECAL ... with The Company logo 

AN INFORMATION PACKET ... about exhibits and special events 
A SUBSCRIPTION ... (your very own) to The Ancient Times 

... AND••• 

A lO"lo DISCOUNT .. . on all Company Store purchases 
(when you present your membership card) 

So, you see, there are many reasons for becoming an Individual Member of 
The Company of Fifers and Drummers, but perhaps the greatest reason of all 
is knowing that you will not only help share in the responsibility of maintain
ing the good and welfare of The Company, but also become a member of such 

an outstanding organization. 
**(If you are already an Individual Member, why not share the "Ancient Spirit" 
with a friend or former corps member who still has drum corps in their heart!) 

Give a Gift Membership!! 
For the preservation and perpetuation of early American martial music 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
THE COMP ANY OF FIFERS & DRUMMERS, INC. 

NAME _____________ _,... ______ _ 

ADDRESS _______________ ____ _ 

CITY ________ STATE _____ ZIP ____ _ 

LIST ANY DRUM CORPS YOU ARE, OR HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATED 
WITH 

LIST MUSICAL INSTRUMENT YOU HAVE PLAYED 

Make check or money order for $10.00 payable to The Company of Fifers & Drum
mers, Inc. and mail along with this application to: Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 
525, Ivoryto'!, CT 06442.Includes subscription to Ancient Times. 

Overseas Applicants Add $9.00 For Postage And Handling A.T. 

PRESENTS 

AUTHENTIC 
Fife and Drum Corps Hats 

For the finest quality headwear 
you can buy. Call or write 

(201) 371-9100 ·1439.Springfield Ave., Irvington, N.J. ·011n 

machine. I centainly look forward to 
hearing from you, and hope that you 
would not delay in getting started on 
what I hope will be a fun and rewarding 
adventure. ---------SP E i\ K UP, continued from page 2 
skip it. When I got out of the service I 
decided not to eat food I would not be 
seen with. This is not a put-down of the 
food corps get for musters; it is an in
dividual opinion of taste. 

Maybe all the folks in F Troop are not 
of this opinion. Some of them drive 50 
tu 200 mile, just fur this free lunch -
not to see their friends from other states 
or to hear and see performances of other 
corps. 

So, maybe these people (most of 
whom belong to a corps) should not get 
involved with these functions, just stay 
home, don't go buy muster buttons, 
food and beverages and help support the 
drum corps world. Just stay home - is 
this your intent? 

We are looking for support. Snide 
editorials don't help. 

Jack Hannon 
Kentish Guards 

P .S. Our new president's remarks on the 
Hall of Fame were wonderful - right 
to the point. Great attitude, Terry. 
Thanks. 

* * * * * * We would like to respond to the 
editorial in the Fall 1989 issue of the 
Ancient Times regarding F-Troop. 

The appearance of F-Troop is a fair
ly common occurence at ancient ac-

SAYBROOK CHRISTMAS PARADE 
-(Ancient) Mariner's report, Weather 
clear, Temp. 20', Man overboard. 
Photo by Mal Hinckley 

AROUND THE MUSEUM-Paul 
Munier and Art Gomperts, delighting in 
happy memories following a viewing of 
memorabilia associated with Art's 
famous father - Jim " pop" Gomperts 
who was the first recipient of the Dan 
English Trophy in 1932. Photo by Ed 
Olsen 

We are Manufacturers of Band Unifonns With Over 20 Years Experience 
and Can Duplicate Any and J\II Styles of Drum Corps Uniforms 

Manufactured from Basic Uniform Fabrics. Send Us a Sample Uniform 
and We will Gladly Submit a Written Price Quote, Material Swatches and 

Deliveries Without Any Commitment on Your Part. 

UNIFORM WORLD MARCHING, INC. 
1271 Bay Street 

Staten Island, NY 10305 
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members of the Corps of Drums 
Society, took the field next. It was a 
pleasure seeing the various uniforms as 
they paraded during their portion of the 
program. Among the members of the 
composite Corr• were drummers from 
the Hastings Corps of Drums who had 
hosted us for a Parade and joint con
cert during our 1986 t rip, 

The. Colonial Musketeers of New 
Jersey marched out playing a truly in
ternational program. Each piece in their 
medley was accompanied by a National 
Flag, duly placed in each of the portable 
flag stanchions. Scotland, England, 
Italy, Israel and Poland were among 
those represented, as well as Old Glory. 
They even managed to sneak in the Stars 
and Bars of Dixie. Ed Feeny has a very 
young Corps that plays far above the 
chronological age of its members. 

A short intermission followed the well 
received program put on by the Colonial 
Musketeers. Hot sandwiches and plenty 
of refreshments were provided at a very 
nominal fee. The refreshments were so 
well received that they ran out of the 
barbecued sandwiches twice. 

After the intermission, the second 
half of the program opened with a per
formance by the Middlesex County 
Volunteers of Massachusetts. Again it 
was the pleasure of the audience LO hear 
a style of playing that had not been 
heard In the Uniled Kingdom. Following 
their performance, Jim Cunniff, Di rec 
tor of Middlesex, presented a set o f 
reproduction Art illery Calipers, and a 
set of MCV Buttons to the I !AC. I he 
applause as they marched off wa, heart 
warming indeed. 

The last British group to take to the 
field was the all girl Bluebirds of 
Coventry England. The 1st Michigan 
had done a program with them in their 
home town during the I 986 concert 
cour, :and it was good to sec that they 
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marched on lo the Muster Field, they 
looked AND SOUNDED absolutely 
splendid. They were a fitting end 10 the 
day of music. The program that they 
performed was extremely well received 
by the audience. 

The Finale of the day was the 
assembly on the field of all the par
ticipating Corps. It was deccided to 
arrange the Honor Guards of each of 
the American Corps a long the entrance 
to the muster field. Each of the British 
Corps of Drums were introduced as they 
marched on individually. The American 
Corps were arranged as a massed Corps. 
It was our way of showing that even 
though we are separated by so many 
hundreds of miles, we share a common 
heritage and love for the art form that 
came to us in centuries past, primarily 
from British fifers and drummers. With 
the Drum Majors of each of the US. 
Corps aligned in front, and led by Orum 
Major Logsdon of the Ist Michigan, the 
U.S. Corps thundered on to the field. 
The audience was on its feet, and 
cheering wildly even as we halted abreast 
of the British line. The assembled U.S. 
Corps then performed our National 
Anthem to close our portion of the 
program. The massed British Corps 
followed with their National Anthem. 
The crowd stood solemnly for both 
Anthems. The Senior Drum Majors of 
the American and British groups then 
asked Captain Jackson of the I lonourable 
Artillery Company for permission to 
leave the field. With pcrmi\sion granted, 
each of the 13, iti.~h group, then marched 
off 10 their own individual 111u,ic. Dr um 
Major Logsdon then led the nrn,wd 
Allll'I ican Corp, off I he field 10 I he 
st ruin, of "The Down fall of Paris". 

The audience again was on its feet 
cheering and clapping, at the sight and 
sound of that wonderful music. Many 
comments followed concerning the fact 
that each of the American Corps had 
presented an excellent, and varied 

NEW YORK'S CHAS. DICKERSON corps brought THE DICKERSON 
SOUND to the British Isles. 

NEW JERSEY'S COl.ONIA I. MI JSKETFERS performing their Aug ceremony. 

variety within their musical styles. Since 
the Muster, at least I wn of I he llric i,h 
l(r<lttps prc~cnt have been in touch 
regarding I he possibility of '" itching 
back 10 Rupe Dru1'1,. It was a very 
enjoyable experience 111 so many levels 
for those who were t '1ere. It will be 
talked about for a long time to come. 
Both Brian Harrod, and Mark Logsdon 
agree that this one went very well for the 
first one. I think the attitude of everyone 
involved can be summed up in thi~ little 

vignette that took place a\ the coach 
bearing the last or the U.S. Corps left 
the I IAC compound. Member, of 
Middlew~ and C.A. Palmer were on the 
coach. Mark Logsdon was one of the 
last on, having said his farewells. As the 
coach made its way through London 
traffic, Middlesex bass drummer, Cap, 
yelled from the back of the coach, "SO 
MARK, W HERE ARE YA TAKING 
US NEXT YEAR??" 



of the premier award winning 
bands in the United Kingdom. 

Last on the program for the day was 
the C.A. Palmer Fife and Drum Corps 
of Palmyra, N .Y. This group had 
traveled almost 24 straight hours 10 get 
to the muster. When they arrived, they 
looked . . . wcll ... TIRED! When they 

C 

to per orm so we as a masse corps was 
unbelievable in their minds. 

JULY 30, MUSTER DAY, EPILOGUE 
Each of the Corps that performed at 

this first British International Muster 
presented the best that each country had 
10 offer, in terms of dedication to their 
respective art forms, and the depth of 

T op- THE LEICESTER SCOUT BAND marches into position for their muster 
performance. Bottom- THE BLUEBIRDS of Coventry, England receive honors 
following their performance. 

The Cullen 
Insurance Agency, Inc. 

135 Church St., Guilford , CT 06437 
William M. Kinnare, President 

Office: 203-453-48~9 
Home: 203-421-4636 

SWEETHEART 
FLUTE CO. 

32 So. Maple St. 
Enfield CT. 06082 

Barouque and " Irish " Flutes 
Fifes, Flageolettes, Tabor 

Pipes and Tin Whistles 

.Write for brochure .■nd/or •ntiqut Oult list 

CA VIAR, continued fro m puge S 

especially for the occasion and it 
certaioJy was a wonderful solo. (Right, 
Mark?) 

The Rebels showed everyone their 
competitive style. It's the first visit we've 
had from an active Senior Competition 
Corp and their stand pieces that capped 
off the evening were anxiously awaited 
by all. 

Of course the corp that won every
body's heart was the Marlborough 
Juniors. They were keyed up for this 
appearance and the Lugano public gave 
them some of the longest, and certainly 
the warmest, applause of the evening. 

Sunday morning's informal concert 
has gravitated a bit more toward the 
fifes each year and hopefully we can 
make that into a tradition. Besides the 
perennial Skip Healy we were treated to 
the Basel Regimentals Fife Quartet 
(kepis off to Marco, Julia, Ueli, and 
Gerhard), and the New England Fife 
T rio. (That's Tlshka Musco, Bill H art, 
and Mark Bernier) 

So that's who was here and what they 
did but I still haven't told you about the 
great t ime we had like I said at the begin
ning of this. Boyoboy! We were ... Nah ... 
How am I going to put the Ancient 
Spirit into words? 

We should render big thanks however 
to local people who made such a 
wonderful weekend possible. As in past 
years, the first tip of the tricorn has to 
go to Mr. Demetrio Poggioli a nd Ms. 
Pia Kalatchoff of the Lugano Tourist 

Bureau. Their unerring support and 
encouragement (and P ia's phenomenal 
skill at organizing) are what really make 
the European Muster possible. Of 
course even the Tourist Bureau would 
have problems if there was no financial 
support for the muster. But we were 
pleasantly surprised when the people at 
Alfa-Romeo (that's right - those flashy 
Italian sports cars), through their 
representative Mr. lndcrbitzen, promised 
to help us. It's the first time they've 
sponso, cu ,umcthing outside of sporting 
events and by the time the jollification 
ended I believe they were pleasantly sur
prised too! You can't have a muster 
without food and, as usual, Jacky 
Leuzinger kept everyone happy at his 
Ristorante Moderno with the wonderful 
kind of muster meal we've come to 
expect of him. And drink: for this all
important item the folks at the Argen
tino Bar took good care of us and even 
offered drinks on the house after Satur
day night's jollification and Sunday 
morning's concert. And we can't forget 
Ms. Majek at the Youth Hostel who 
worked miracles finding beds for 
everyone. Meanwhil,e, back in the U.S ... 
Our thanks to Sprince Travel Services 
for getting everyone here. 

Things just seem to get better and bet
ter every year. Plans for 1990 have set 
Muster Weekend for August 4-5. Check 
the Ancient Activities Calendar to be 
sure and why don'tcha come ovah? 

FOR SALE 
1967 Bluebird Bus 

69 passenger, runs good, excellent tires. 
Equipped for a fife and drum corps. 

Asking $1,250.00. 
Tel. (203)285-4705 days, or (203)653-4989 nights. 

MARQUIS OF GRANDBY 
FYFE & DRUM CORPS 

P.O. Box 1776 Granby, Ct. 06035 
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Calendar Of Events 
1990-25th Anniversary Year 

Feb. 10- IVORYTON, CT- Winter Weekend Jollification, Jam session 1-5 
PM; Social 5-10 PM. Sponsored by The Company's House Activities Com
mittee. Refreshments and food provided at a nominal cost. Contact: The 
Company of Fifers and Drummers, P.O. Box 525, Ivoryton, CT. 06442. 
Attn: Scott Greenstreet (203) 767-2237 . 

Feb. 17-IVORYTON, CT-25th Anniversary Meeting of The Company of 
Fifers and Drummers. Trustee Bill Gallagher as keynote speaker com
memorating the 1965 meeting in Fairfield, CT, which was the first 
organizational meeting of the Company, and the 1975 meeting, also in 
fair field, CT., where the "dream of dreams" to have our own Museum 
and Headquarlers was unveiled . 2 PM at the Headquarters/Museum 
Building, 62 North Main Street, lvoryton, CT., Open to all - come help 
us celebrate! 

Mar. 10-IVORYTON, CT-Winter Weekend Jollification, Jam session 1-5 
PM; Social 5-10 PM. Sponsored by The Company's House Activities Com
mittee. Refreshments and food provided at a nominal cost. Contact: The 
Company of Fifers and Drummers, P.O. Box 525, lvoryon, CT. 06442. 
Attn: Scott Greenstreet (203) 767-2237. 

Apr. 14-IVORYTON, CT-Winter Weekend Jollification, Jam session 1-5 
PM; Social 5-10 PM. Sponsored by The Company's House Activities Com
mittee. Refreshments and food provided at a nominal cost. Contact: The 
Company of Fifers and Drummers, P.O. Box 525, lvoryton, CT. 06442. 
Attn: Scott Greenstreet (203) 767-2237. 

Apr. 21- IVORYTON, CT- Meeting of The Company of Fifers and Drum
mers. 2 PM Headquarters/Museum Building, 62 North Main Street, 
lvoryton, CT. 

May 19- MILLBROOK, NY-Young Fusileers Fife and Drum Corps Muster 
and Torchlight Parade. This is an open event. Contact: Dave McMorris, 
RR 111, Box 265, Lagrangeville, NY 12540, tel. (914) 227-5412. 

J une 1-3- ALTAMONT, NY- Adamsville Ancients Muster in conjunction with 
the village of Altamom's Centennial Celebration, Located IO miles west 
of Albany at the Altamont Fair Grounds. Camping from 12 noon Friday 

· t f I w. 

Andent Times 
P.O. Hox 515 
horyton, CT 06441 

CHECK YOUR LABEL 
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

HAS EXPIRED 

Non-profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Warwick, R.I. 
Permit No. 336 

If the code in your address is 

16- 4 

RE-SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

July 31-IVORYTON, CT-Museum grounds - Summer shows. 7:30 PM. 
Refreshments and food provided at nominal cost. Contact Darlene Graves 
or Bill Pace. Write Museum or call 526-5940. 

Aug.4-5- LUGANO, SWITZERLAND- Fifth European Muster in Lugano, 
Switzerland, hosted by the Mendon Bannock Drum Band. Contact Mike 
Quinn, 6967 Dino, Switzerland, tel: 00141-91-911239. 

Aug. 7-IVORYTON, CT-Museum grounds - Summer shows. 7:30 PM. 
Refreshments and food provided at nominal cost. Contact Darlene Graves 
or Bill Pace. Write Museum or call 526-5940. 

Aug. 14-IVORYTON, CT-Museum grounds - Summer shows. 7:30 PM. 
Refreshments and food provided at nominal cost. Contact Darlene Graves 
or Bill Pace. Write Museum or call 526-5940. 

ANCIENT FIFE AND DRUM WEEK 
Aug. 17-19-CARMEL, NY-Young Colonials Third Annual Muster at Put

nam County Park. Fri. night tattoo at 7:30 PM. ANCIENT FIFE & 
DRUM WEEK BEGINS with Parade at 12 noon Saturday, Aug. 18th 
with Muster to follow. Camping opens 12 noon Friday. Contact: Gus 
Cuccia, RD 112, Box 12, Dover Plains, NY 12522, tel. (914) 877-9543 

Aug. 18-26-EVERYWHERE, U.S.A.-Ancient Fife an<l Drum Week - F ife 
and Drum Shows and performances in several states including N. Y., 
R.l., MA., and CT., by several individual corps, to call attention to 
the nation's most popular form of local parade music - the traditional 
Ancient Fife and Drum Corps. Contact: Bill Pace, 25th Anniv. 
Chairman. 

Aug. 19- DURHAM, CT- ANCIENT FIFE & DRUM WEEK special show 
in afternoon hosted by Connecticut Blues. Contact Pat Benoit, 43 
Ridgewood Drive, Milford , CT 06460, tel. (203) 877-643 1. 

Aug. 21- SPECIAL FIFE & DRUM SHOW AT MUSEUM, 7:00 PM- To 
feature visiting corps from the midwest, south and Europe. 
Refreshments and food at nominal cost. 

Aug. 22-23-SPECIAL FIFE & DRUM SHOWS IN CONNECTICUT 
W OPERATION W V ' P - onta : 



n 1 • n n ., 
Contact: Adamsville Ancients Fife and Drum Corps, c/o Jim Willey, 
Director, P.O. Box 521, Delmar, N.Y. 12054-0521, tel. (518) 439-5155. 

June 23-24-RICHMOND HILL, NY-Yankee Tunesmiths "Drums under the 
El, Fife's in the Forest" Muster. Contact: Ernie Kiburis, 94-16 Woodhaven 
Blvd., Ozone Park, NY 11416, tel. (718) 845-3133. 

June 23-24-NORTH CONWAY, NH-Parade and Show to benefit Develop
ment Fund. Room and board overnight. Parade Saturday afternoon, show 
Sunday at noon. If your corps can only make one of the events we can 
use you. Must have at least 20 corps for parade. Fee is our largest ever. 
Contact: The Company of Fifers and Drummers, P.O. Box 525, Ivoryton, 
CT. 06442. Attn: Bill Pace. Tel (203) 526-5940. Weekends 526-3436. 

July 7-IVORYTON, CT-Third Annual Junior Activities Day beginning at 
12 noon at Headquarters. A fun day for Juniors• games, contests, prizes, 
jollification, food, refreshments. Contact: Ernie Kiburis (718) 845-3133. 

July 10-IVORYTON, CT-Summer shows begin on Museum grounds. 7:30 
PM. Refreshments and food provided at nominal cost. Contact Darlene 
Graves or Bill Pace. Write Museum or call 526-5940. 

July 17-IVORYTON, CT-Museum grounds• Summer shows. 7:30 PM. 
Refreshments and food provided at nominal cost. Contact Darlene Graves 
or Bill Pace. Write Museum or call 526-5940. 

July 21- DEEP RIVER, CT-Deep River Ancient Muster. Contact: Cindy 
Kehoe, 63 Castle Heights, Deep River, CT 06417. 

July 24- IVORYTON, CT-Museum grounds - Summer shows. 7:30 PM. 
Refreshments and food provided at nominal cost. Contact Darlene Graves 
or Bill Pace. Write Museum or call 526-5940. 

July 27-29-MOODUS, CT-Moodus Drum and Fife Corps Muster. Contact: 
Patrick Murray (203) 873-8527. 

July 28-MONTPELIER, VT-Hanaford's Volunteers Fy:fes and Drum 
Muster. Parade line up at 11 AM Sat. July 28th, with n\uster to follow 
on the State House lawn. Camping on the grounds of the Montpelier High 
School. By invitation only. ,Contact: Gerd Sommer, RR #1, Box 6260, 
Underhill, VT. 05489, tel: (80~ 899-3165. 

Continued from page 10 
F-Troop, that they should be required 
to purchase a T-shirt or hat in order to 
march. A person who is only able to at
tend one or two functions a year would 
probably just want to march, play and 
have fun. If a "Dress Code," is going 
to be required to march with F-Troop, 
who is going to have the "Almighty 
Authority," to decide who is dressed 
properly. 

The group that is sponsoring the 
muster or activity should be the one to 
decide if the F-Troop is going to be 
allowed to perform on the field. 

As far as we know, the Company of 
Fifers and Drummers is for the 
perpetuation of ancient martial music, 
and to foster the spirit of fellowship 
among fifers and drummers everywhere. 
At least these are the goals and values 
stated on page 2 of every issue of the 
Ancient Times. By saying that people 
can't participate is contrary to these. 
stated goals. 

In the Ancient Spirit, 
Cliff and Judy Barrows 
Ct Blues - Durham, CT 

25th Anniversary Committee. 
Aug. 24-WESTBROOK, CT-Friday evening Tattoo at Lane Field by 

Westbrook Drum Corps in cooperation with The Company of Fifers 
& Drummers' 25th Anniversary. Traditional Tattoo at 7:00 PM follow
ed by special 25th Anniversary Show. Contact: Dodie McGrath or 25th 
Anniversary Committee. 

Aug. 2S- WESTBROOK, CT-Westbrook Drum Corps' 31st Annual Muster 
and parade. 80th Anniversay of Westbrook Drum Corps. NATIONAL 
MUSTER in cooperation with ANCIENT FIFE & DRUM WEEK 
Parade Saturday at JI :00 AM sharp. Muster follows at Ted Lane Field. 
Contact Dodie McGrath, 1146 Old Clinton Road, Westbrook, CT 
06498, tel. (203) 399-6436. 

Aug. 26-IVORYTON, CT-Post-Muster jollification and special programs 
to conclude ANCIENT FIFE & DRUM WEEK. Contact 25th Anniver-
sary Committee. · 

Aug. 28-IVORYTON, CT-Museum grounds. Final show of Summer pro
gram. Big, organized Jollification, 7:30 PM. Refreshments. 

Sept. 8-WETHERSFIELD, CT-Col. John Chester Fife and Drum Corps is 
celebrating their 50th Anniversary with an ancient muster to be held on 
Sat., Sept. 8. Parade will begin at l PM, followed by the muster to be 
held on the grounds of the Solomon Welles House in Wethersfield. This 
is an open event. Contact: Art Hutchinson, Jr., c/o P.O. Box 9305, 
Wethersfield, CT. 06109, tel. (203) 563-5801. 

Sept. 1S-IVORYTON, CT-Meeting of the Company of Fifers and Drum
mers, 2 PM Headquarters/Museum Building, 62 North Main St., Ivoryton, 
CT. 

Sept. 22-NATHAN HALE FIFE AND DRUM CORPS-Muster celebrating 
their 25th Anniversary. More information to follow. Contact: Roberta 
Banks, 63 Benton St., Manchester, CT. 06040. 

Sept. 29-SUDBURY, MA-Sudbury Ancient Fyfe and Drum Companie, Sud
bury Colonial Fair and Invitational Muster. To be held at Longfellow's 
Wayside Inn, Rt. 20, Sudbury, MA. All day events start at I PM. This 
is by invitation only. Contact: Dan Moylan, Fyfemaster, 26 Bowditch Rd., 
Sudbury, MA. 01776, tel. (508) 443-9123. 

Oct. 6-JVORYTON, CT-Jaybird's Day at Company Headquarters/Museum, 
62 North Main St., lvoryton, CT. Contact: Ed Olsen, Horse Hill, 
Westbrook, CT. 06498, tel. (203) 399-6519. 

Nov. 17-IVORYTON, CT-Meeting of the Company of Fifers and Drum
mers, 2 PM, Headquarters/Museum Building, 62 North Main St., 
Ivoryton, CT. 

Nov. 17-2Sth ANNIVERSARY DANCE-Date tentatively set, more infor
mation to follow. 

Dec. 8- OLD SAYBROOK, CT-20th Annual Christmas Torchlight Parade, 
Muster and Carol sing. Parade steps off at 6 PM, followed by the carol 
sing and finally the muster. This is by invitation only. Contact: Wm. Reid, 
242 Schoolhouse Rd., Old Saybrook, CT 06475, tel. (203) 399-6571. 

***** Additional information for The Ancients Activities Calendar should be 
sent to Geri llliff, 99 Morning Mist Road, Milford, CT 06460. Tel (203) 
878-1587. Please try to give the type of event, date, place, time and spon
sor of the event, the name of the contact person and any other pertinent 
information for a complete listing ...... 


